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PREFACE 


9 now v been compoſed above ] 
A, fifteen Months: and con- 
ſequently can have no Re- 
| ference to any Writings, which made 
their Appearance laſt Year. All the 
Time it was in hand, the Author 
ſcrupulouſly avoided reading any 
thing new on the Points, which 
were the principal Subjects of his 
C onſideration: reſolvin g to keep 
February 10. 753. 
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Relig gio > Philoſophi. 


TAN is conſcious of: his own 
"Exiſtence : but ſeldom conſi- 
ders, WHERE, or wn Abe 
is: and his Ignorance in theſe Particulars 
has ever been and will be the 5 of 
his greateſt Errors. 

He is placed on the third · Planet of our 
Solar Syſtem : that Syſtem but one among 
> numberleſs others: that Planet © neither 
the greateſt nor leaſt 1 in that Syſtem. Yet 


F © The.fix primary Planets poving revel cur fan en 
1. Mercury. 2. Venus. 3. RN Jupiter. | 


6. Saturn. 

The Followers of cosi with the oreateſt Pro- 
bability (almoſt Certainty). imagine each fixed Star to be a 
Sun with Planets (more or fewer) ſurrounding i it, as ur 
Planets ſurround the Sun; and all ſach Planets to be inha- 
bited as well as the Earth : for the Fixed Stars are luminous 
and ſparkling ; which ſhews them to be of a fiery Subſtance 
like our Sun: and if they am of the ſame Nature, it is 
very probable they ſerve to a like Uſe: 
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2 RKRxrrord Purrosor nr. 
ſo nfuch does Nearneis magnify Objects; 
that Man who inhabits this Planet will al- 
ways continue to call it the World; to con» 
fider it as ſuch ; and himſelf. as the only 
rational and — conſiderable Animal, in 
the World; and the Sun, Moon, and Stars 
(Which appear ſo rn as made and 

moving only for his uſe. 

When I Gy Man, I mean the Cine 
rality of Mankind: for Geography and 
Aſtronomy. have taught others another 
Language; who conſider our Globe but 
as one ſingle Link in the extenſive Chain, 
one ſmall Wheel in the immenſe Machine 
of the Univerſe; and Man its chief Inha- 
 birant but as one Species among innume- 
rable other Species of rational and intel- 
VER Creatures. : 
This being Man's Situation 3-4 val | 
aſk him, who placed him on this Globe, 
and from whence he derives his Being? 
Will he'fay, from his Parents? Tho the 
Manner of it he can never explain, I will 
admit 1 it: and. * theirs from their Pa- 
: rents z 
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Rxx iGo PHILoso rt. | 
rents; and ſo on; which predoppoles Fae 
rents fill to exiſt to communicate that Be- 
ing, till it leads us up to ſome firſt Parents, 
who received theirs in another Manner. 
From nen they tevcive it? It could 

Being. It could lot be ban he Bank : 
Animals do not ſhobt up from thence ; 
nor hath it a Power to produce any new 
Species: it maſt be © frm" ſome other 
Cauſe: and that Cuuſe muſt be ſome Wile 
and Intelligent Being, who could form an 
Animal of ſueh an-exquilite Frame; and 
endue it H Power t6 propagate its po- 
cies. And as by the ſame reaſoning we 
muſt trace every Specie of Animals and 
Vegetables on this Globe up to ſome Ori- 
ginal, which muſt have received its Exi- 
ſtence in another Manner; we muſt like- 
wiſe conclude, that the ſame Wiſe Being, 
which created Man, created them alſo for 
the Ends to which they ſerve: and as this 
Globe ſerves for their Production, Sup- 
B 2 3 


. Ret.1c10 Pirtosopnr; | | 
port, and  Habitation ; we muſt | likewiſe 
conclude, that He who created them, cre- 
ated this Globe allo: and if this Globe 
or one Planet, then every Globe and every 
Planet within our Syſtem, as alſo the Sun 
the Center of it; which warms and invi- 
gorates the whole: and if our Syſtem, 
then every other Syſtem throughout the 
Univerſe. For it is impoſſible to conceive, 
that he who made One Wheel: in the 
Machine, with which all the reſt corre- 
1 did not make the Whole. | 
By the Whole I would in this place be 
underſtood to mean every Fixed Star, 
which is luminous, with its ſurrounding 
Planets which are not ſo: which Fixed 
Star with its Planets taken together com- 
poſe a Solar Syſtem by themſelves, ſepa- 
Tate from the' reſt ; but which perhaps 

h correſpond with the reſt as a Part to 
the Whole. And 1 mean, not only eve- 
ry Fixed Star viſible from our Earth; 
but if Teleſcopes were placed all round in 
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the moſt remote of them, all new ones 
that might be diſcovered from thence ;_ 
till the Teleſcopes ſtill removed on in the 
ſame manner, pointing from the ſame 
Center, ſhould look into a Vacant Space 
where nothing further can be deſcried, 
This I will call our Univerſe ; and ſuch 
Vacant Space the End of our W 
not the End of Nature: ſince beyond 1 
Space may be many Aſſemblages of Bo- 
dies equally, or perhaps more numerous, 
wonderful and glorious. For tho' the ma- 
terial Globes are limited in Number; yet 
that Number may be ſo great as to exceed 
our Computation: and tho? they exiſt i in 
ſome Part of Space, yet that Space is im- 
menſe beyond our Imagination. It is in+ 
deed infinite and co-extenſive with the 
Deity, in whom (in the moſt literal Senſe) 
all things live, move, and have their Being, 

But not. to carry our Thoughts too far, 
and to loſe them in Infinity, I will call the 
Fixed Stars viſible to us, and to each other, 

B 3 with 
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with their attendant Planets, the Univerſe. 
Wen this Univerſe began, or when it will 
end, or whether every Solar Syſtem. in it 
 Gop only knows : that which muſt have 
had a Beginning in Time, may as well 
have begun at one Time as another. It 
may be ſcarce Six Thouſand Years old, or 
it may be Sixty Millions: it may end to- 
morrow, or may laſt for erer: for he 
who at his Pleaſure created and preſerves 
it; can at his Pleaſure preſerve it on or 
annihilate it; or withour annibilating can 
change and vary it at his Pleaſure. He 
has made Matter ſuſceptible of all Forms 
he may be pleaſed to impreſs upon it; 
and the ſame Maſs differently diſpoſed may 
exhibit great Variety of Appearances and 
Species of Things. The ſame 8tar or ſame 
Planet may roll on in its uſual Courſe; and 
yet the Surface of it be ſo altered, as to o- 
_ cafion a very memorable Ara in that Part. 
W N cruſted over, ſo as no 


longer 
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longer to diſpenſe its Light, all its Planets 
in that Syſtem muſt ſhare the Calamity : 
but that Calamity reaches not to the other 
Fixed Stars, 80 if a particular Plahet has 
its Surface altered, it affects not the other 
Planets - of that Syſtem, but may be of 
great Importance in the Planet where it 
happens: if all things on it are deſtroyed, 
ſuch an Alteration with regard to thoſe 
that live on it, is equivalent to a total De- 
Inkabitants are placed there, ſuch Renova- 
tion is equivalent to a new Creation. That 
ſuch Alterations may happen is certain, for 
all. things are poſſible with Gop : that 
they ſhould happen is agreeable to his 
Wiſdom. and Providence: that they have 
happened is almoſt certain from Phæno- 
mena viſible to us within our ſmall Sphere 
of Obſeryation. / Have not new Stars ap- 
. peared and old ones diſappeared ? * Does 


4 Vid. gr | 
TranſaQtions, Vol. i. p. 247: | 


_ © Thid. p. 274. to 279. 5 Wa 
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not the Face of our own Sun vary? Does 
not the Surface of one Planet appear re- 
gular ? that of another broken and irre- 
gular, like the Fragment of ſomething 
once more entire ? But more wo 3 in 
another Place. 4 
Having thus far confidered WHERE I 
am ; let me now confider waAT I am. 
I am an Animal; and of that Species, 
hich is ſuperior to all others on this 
Globe. Every Animal on this Globe, muſt 
have ſome Eſſence or Principle, diſtinct 
from the Body, refiding in it; becauſe 
| they are ſenſible of I mpteſſions made on 
the Body, and are capable of making Im- 
preſſions on the Body, and of moving it: 
which the Body a alone cannot do; for the 
Body is Matter, and Matter Weber 
Voaried in Form is incapable of Senſe and 
Self motion: anda Clod of Earth; a Stone, 
a Chair, or a Table, WE feel and move, 


1:56 Ibid. 382. Phaſis of f Jupiter. 423 of Mars. 425 
of Venus. Those of the Farth and Moon are viſibly wigh- 
220 are 
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as well as a Horſe, a Dog, or a Man,” if 
theſe laſt had not ſome Eſſence or Prin- 
ciple united or ſociated to their yn 
Frame diſtiact from it. | 

This Effence or Prins I call Split to 
dittinguiſi it from Matter; and the par- 
_ ticular Spirit aſſociated to the Body of any 


Animal, the Soul of that Animal. How - 


the Soul acts on the Body of an Animal, 
T know not; "that it does, I know from 
the Effect. But all Motions in the Body 
do not proceed from the Soul, which is 


| only the Cauſe of Voluntary Motion. The 


Circulation of 'the Blood and Juices of the 
Body is owing to the ſame Natural Cauſes; - 
as the Circulation of the Sap in Vegetables 
is owing ; and as à Plant may be im- 
proved or impaired by a proper or impro- 
per Manure, Air, Expoſure, or Culture; 
ſo may the Body of an Animal. While 
the Body is kept in Order, the Soul is 
eaſy ; when it is not, the Soul is in Pain: 
"vm the Functions of the Body ceaſe, 

the 


to Rte o Pa1Locors; 
the Soul quits the Aſſociation; but exiſts 


in a ſeparate State, unleſs Gop pleaſes to 


annihilate it. Fer as every Particle of 
the Body (however transformed ) will 
remain after the Separation; ſo will the 
Soul alſo : for whatever hath once received 
2 Being from! God, cannot ceaſe to by 
without his Interpoſition. 

The Dignity of every Animal on this 
Globe'tiſc Wecrditg-to the Number and 
Extent af the Faculties of the Soul. It 
would be difficulr to marſhal them all 
by this Rule: Hat this Rule gives Man the 


Precetlence, and the Dominion and Go- 


vernment- of the reſt. What becomes 
of the Souls of Brute Animals after a Se- 
paration from their Bodies, imports not 
ne der it is of the greateſt 

ſecqtieboe to him to conſider the Na- 
a5 a W. ale S and what Hopes 
be can form irom thence of. its future 
State z without which the little Time he 
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RLIG PulLosoPHl, 133 
poles on:chis habe. oh veer Jinls Cope 
ſequence, _ ... . | 
It is uſeleſs to. enquire * be 
Soul of Man is firſt aflociated to the Body 
in the Womb; or whether it reſides prin» 
 Cipally or altogether in the Brain. What- 
ever the Caſe be, in thoſe Inſtances it re- 
ſembles the Soul of Brutes; as it does in 
ſome others. It has the ſame Affection 
for the Body, the ſame Deſire to preſerve 
it, the fame Inclination to propagate its 
own Species, and to mix in Society with 
them, and is affected with the ſame Paſ- 
ſions of Joy, Grief, Anger, and the like. 
Bnut then there is this great Difference. 
It bas more Reaſon, to curb and controul 
thoſe Appetites and Paſſions: before an 
Action, to foreſee the Conſequence ; and 
| after it, to reflect on it; with Pleaſure of 
Remorſe : to compare paſt. Things with 
preſent, and preſent with future: little of 
which is to be obſerved. in Brutes, whoſe 
Ideas ſeem confined to the preſent Time 
4 we £4 q 555 and 
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ond Occafion, and their Capacities not ta 
admit of much Improvement. | 
. But the Sbul of Man is capable of per- 
petual Improvement. The little Know- 
ledge he gains by Reading, Converſation, 
or Contemplation, ſtill excites his Thirſt 
after more: and though he can make 
but ſmall Progreſs in his preſent State, 
his Ambitign is boundleſs ; he can know 
but little, and yet he wants to know all. 
He is confined to a Point of Time in this 
Life; yet, extends his Views backwards 
and .through Millions of Ages, 
till he is loſt in Eternity. He is confined 


to ſome minute Fart of this Globe; yet 
while his Feet ſtand. « on it, his Soul is tra- 
velling to every Globe, traverſing im- 
menſe. Spaces fram World to World, till 
he at laſt is loſt. jo Joficity. He wants to 
Gop, and dreadg-the; Thoughts of An- 
nihilation. And can it be imagined 
that Gop Will annihilate a Being in its 
Own 
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own Nature immortal, and which he 
hath indued with ſuch a Paſſion for Im- 
mortality? or that he would amuſe and 
delude Man in vain with a ſublime Capa- 
city and a laudable Ambition to contem- 
plate him and his Works, and never give 
him the Opportunity of being 'pfatified ? 
Moſt unworthy Notions of the Deity | 
from whoſe Goodneſs alone, without 
other Argument, 1 have feaſon to be 
convinced that my Soul is immortal. 
Since then Gop hath given to Man an 
immortal Soul, with Fatulties fuperior to 
thoſe of other) Animals on this Globe; 
Man ought in Gratitude to return a con- 
ſtant Tribute of Praiſe and Thankigivivg | 
to Gon who gave them. 
When I raiſe my Thoughts from our 
own Globe, and contemplate the gene- 
ral Frame of the Material World, and 
the Analogy of its Parts, I am firmly 
convinced that there are, not only in 
the Planets of our own Solar Syſtem, 
but 
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but in each of the numberleſs Planets 
throughout the Univerſe, many Species 
of living Creatures, with Bodies formed 
and ſupported from the Materials of their 
reſpective Globes, which after propagating 
theit Kind return again to the common 
Maſs: e ſembling terreſtrial Animals in 
theſe Patticutars though from Diffe- 
rence of Situation they maſt be very un- 
like them in bodily Frame and Conftitu- 
tion. um perſuaded too, that there 
is on every Globe, as well as ours, ſome 
one Species ſuperier to and ruling over 
the reſt; with a Mind capable of ſearching 
out Go in his Works, and 1 his 
Providenes: and Goodneſs. 

Henee 1 conclude; that Praiſe and 
Thankfving.'are continually aſcending 
ts his" Throne! not only from this Spot of 
ours,” hut at the fame Inftant from every 
Gains of the Univerſe: every Globe 
joining with che others, Man with many 
Creatures to him unknown, and they with 
a cet 5 him, 
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| Morality, to love one another; and there 


fore to hurt or deſtroy their own Species 
is an enormous Crime in every Globe of 


the Univerſe. Another Univerſal Principle 


of Morality is, to uſe the Objetis around 


them (which the Scripture calls Gop's 
Creatures; and which in common Speech 


one may call the Furniture of their Globe 
or Habitation) to the Ends for which they 


were deſigned; and therefore the Abuſe 


| of them is every where an immoral Action. 


For che Nature of Good and Evil conſiſts 


entirely in preſerving or confounding that 


Order of Things which Gop hath eſta- 
_ bliſhed, and which r none but Gop him- 15 


ſelf can ſuperſede. 


Though Gop hack eſtabliſhed a 9974 


| Order 1 which ought. to be preſerved by his 


Creatures, yet it is certain, that for ſome 


great and-hidden Ends of his Providence, 
he hath. beſtowed: on Material Intellectual 
| Beings a Liberty of 2% which they may 
employ to confound 


o * . * 
* ” . * . ou 
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many immeral Actions daily on this 
Globe: and it is moſt probable, that the 
Anima reſiding in many other Globes 
do the ſame. Since therefore Gon hath 
made them liable to Sin, we muſt conclude 
Methods to recal them to a genſt of their 
Duty ; by Signs, and by-Wonders; by 
Inſtruction, and by Correction. Which 
may be called his Moral Diſpenſations, 
and: which may be as various as the 
Globes thetnſelyes ; and which are car- 
ried; on in each according to his good 
Pleaſure. In ſome, the whole Colony 

may be deſtroyed, and another created, | 
1a Perz ibe Face. of the Globe e 

altered to puni(h.,the, Jahabitants:; for 


the Lord, maketh a. fruitful Land bar- 
ren for; the, Sins, of them that, dwell 
_ thegel in. And as che Moral Tranſitions 
in one Globe are diſtinet from thoſe of 


_angther 3 ſo neither will auy Natural Al- 
pms of ane ut "all af. 
fect 
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ſect the reſt-: for however Forms: are 
there altered, the Quantity of Matte? 
continues the ſame, and the Globe wili 
roll on in its old Churſe. And we in fact 
obſerve'a Difference in the Surface of the 
Planets: of our own Syſtem... The Surface 
like that of her Principal the Farth, a8 


if ſhe had: ſympathized with. her Fate: 


whilſt che Belts of Japiter ſhew the Land 
and Sea 70 be regularly diſpoſed; as if he 
fil continued in his. original" State ; ot 
after ſome Changes were reſtored to it 
again: For as Houſes-ure deſtroyed and 
rebuiltz or the or Furniture 
akered; ſo may it be with theſe Globes: 
and that after ſome Generations,” the Spe⸗ 
cies of Men or other Creatures may be- 
cotie extinct as well as private Families: 
and when one Colony is deſtroyed, an- 
"ther may be plantedd in their lead, 8 
And let not ſuch Changes be thought 


unnatural, of to Aerogate ſtom the'Pet- 
* 
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Scion of -God's Works. I will ſuppoſe 
(which perhaps may not be the Caſe) 
that he created all the Globes of the 
Univerſe together; and that they are ſo 
many Wheels in that vaſt Machine, which 
have a mutual Connection and Depen- 
dance, and will roll on together till. the 
whole is | deſtroyed, if ever it be his 
Pleaſure to deſtroy it. But I ſee no rea- 


their Periods as well as the Individuals 
themfel ves: ot why they may not be 
again renewed ; or others be ſubſtituted 
in their place: or why: the Whole Surface 
of u Globe may not undergo a Change. 
Can the Potter mould the fame: Maſs in- 
to Variety of Utenſils? Can the Painter 
plabe on i others of the ſame or of a 
36 And cannot 
0 * Goo 
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Gov at his pleaſure effect the like Changes 
to anſwet the wiſe Ends of his Provi- 
dence? Which Changes are far from con- 

* ene enen . 
e Univerſe. ere 
There is 2 pe — 
Providence to each Globe: to carry on 
the Ends of which all Alterations on it 
are regulated: and theſe Alterations can- 
not in the Courſe of Nature in the leaſt 
affect other Globes. They are as much 
unknown there as the Tranſactions of the 
Inhabitants. Some few great ones only 
may perhaps be obſerved through à Glaſs 
though the Cauſe remain 4 Secret. For 
flowed immediately before the Creation of 

Apa and again in the Days of Noa, 

Aſtronomers in Mars, Venus, or the Moon 

might obſerve pt" TU PE before 

will heicaſter ohicivetizofiy: — 

U $ 2 Com- 
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Complection at the time of the general 


Conflagration; and when a New Earth, 


like a Phenix, ſhall riſe out of its Aſhes, 
will ſee it reſume its former Hue: though 
the Spots of Land and Water, they were 
before acquainted with, may by ſuch Al- 
terations have changedtheir Situation. 

Mens Obſervations are very limited, 
both in Time and Space: to their own Age 
and the Hiſtory of a few Centuries before 
them: to their o-αẽn Globe, and that too 
in great part unknown: and becauſe they 
have never ſeen orread of ſuch great Al- 
terations, they ars- apt to conclude, that 
they never did, can, or will happen: 
But a thing is no leſs. poſſihle, hecauſe 
rare: and a thing we account rare may 
be very common in the general Courſe of 
Nature: it is a fare thing for a Perſon 
to be born or to die in a private Family; 
perhaps it does not happen once in 4 
Vear: in a great City it happens every 
Day; in a great Kingdom every Haus, 

— 


— — — — — — 
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that the Order of the World in the State 


Idea of Gop. But can it be denied, that he 


— 


and in ſome Part of the Earth certainly 


every Moment. 80 a general Deluge or 
Conflagration, which may not happen in 


thouſands of Years on our Globe, may be 
Events that happen every Moment in 
fome or other of the innumerable Globes 
diſpefſed through the Univerſe: P 

Again: Men obſerving the Beauty, 
W and Relation of Creatures on 
duction of each Specics of them, are too 
apt from thence to conclude, that every 
thing muſt for ever continue in the ſame 


they find it is the only perfect Image of the 


Who ereatod for his Pleaſure, may for his 
Pleafiire alter or deſtroy? And if he ſhould 


do ſo that he may rebuild in the ſame or 


any other Manner? For though it would 


de Blaſphemy to ſay, that the Works of 
Goh are not good, and wiſely conducted 


in 
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in every State; it would equally be ſo to 
advance, that he is under a neceflity to 
continue them in the ſame State, and 
could not vary it; as if his Power were 
exhauſted; or that if he did vary it, that 


Riches of his Wiſdom were at an End. 
-  Befides : we ſee but a very ſmall Part 
of the Scheme of Providence: and thoſe 
Events, | which appear to us ſo deſtruc- 
tive on particular Globes, may contribute 
to the Harmony of the Whole Theſe 
Storms may be as neceſſary as the Calin ; N 
and ſeen from a right Point of View may 
afford as beautiful a Proſpect; the moſt 
uniform is not the 'moſt pleaſing; it is 
that which is changing, and which af- 


| fords the greateſt Variety af Opec, And 


what we call Natur gr tr 
Work of Gon, and eg we- 
N e en eee 

C 4 1 


it would be for the worſe; as if the 


whether theſe Changes are effecdec by 
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If ſuch Changes are poſſible (as no 
Goubt they are) there ate boch. Moral 
and Natural Reaſons to convince us, that 
they : are, every Moment going on in ſome 
or other of the innumerable Globes, 4 
perſed through the Univerſe. 
1. If Gop has placed — Globe 10 
is more than probable) Material Beings 
endued with Intelligence and Free Will; 
_ theſe Changes ſerve, either to proclaim 
| his Power and awaken them to a. Senſe 
of their Duty, or to execute his Juſtice 
by Ne er be Crimes. ; 
, We may A nvinced of ſuch Al 
terations — 1 the A Appearance of our 
own, *Globe.: which -(beſides what we 
know on on oF: regorded in very 
viſible Characters on Us Surface. ..Look on 
2 ap of the Globe; how irregular is 
the Biſpoltion of Land. and, Water | Look 
on Jan Fs of the Gp e der 
rugged A Are they Vith. baren, , broken, 
and a gde e nd aid beer 


pices ! 
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pices ! which” are next to Proofs, that . 


the preſent Surface is but the Fragment 
of ſomething once more entire. And 


the many Marine Foſſils both Natural and 
Artificial found in Inland Places, are al- 
moſt a Demonſtration they were once 
covered with Sea. A 4 

Nor is there occaſion” for a Miracle 
to effect Alterations of this kind: the Na- 
tural Inſtruments are always near at 
hand, and under the Direction of the Al- 
mighty : and a general Shock may by 
their means happen, as Well as thoſe. 
Particular Ones, which frequently (1 had 
almoſt ſaid daily) happen in ſome Part 
or other of the © Surface” of our Globe, 
Have we not certain and recent Accounts 
of Cities ſwallowed up? of Mountains 

* en . 5 14 85 TEL. re- 
ö Pete 
all Sicily and Jamaica were ſhook; and Catanea, Port- 
Royal, &c. deltroyed : of another at Lima in 1687, and. | 
another at Batavia in 1699. | 


k Between the 119th and zoth of September 1 1539, 
Monte Novo near Naples was thrown up by an Erup- - 
tion 


be Fr ; for 
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don of Fe: | Te perpeiidicilar veg unoaning 1 ta 
reg „and its Circuit to above 3000 Paces. 
Dise and Mrss0n's Travels. 5 On Saturda 
7th of February 2371, avdix in the Evening, 3 th 
12 Land of 20 or zo Acres on a ſudden * looſe from 
3 * W till Mon- 
at Noon. ut 400 Paces, and then form 
Bley Hill in Herefordſhire (ſee G * 
and Annals of Q. Eliz) — The Alterations on _ - 
Veſavius, are well known: They are now ſearching th 
2 of Heraclea, which was ſwallowed up in its firſt 
ption in the nz. of TiTvs . be Elder 


— che — * ue 
deſcribed E 

M7 phos (L.6.'E 1 16. Vaud the Catattrophe of 2 

Mountain itſelf is lamented by Max TIA (L. 4. 


Epig. 24.) for what was before clothed with Vines was 
then buried in'Aſhes.—The Fate of the Iſle of Iſchia is 
rn Mr. 178 on ys, the ancient Poets call it 
Ae of fer. 
n ly Typ ade — pear. 300 
on the laſt was very terrible, and deſtroyed a whole 
eto are (carce any Marks left of a ſub. 


Earth is cold, and over-run with 
Gre aud Shiks wh ly day; E Rocks will ſuffer ie—Phe 
Via Appia and Via, Flamini 


to Rome) are now in ſeveral Places r lee 


and deep Fens and Valleys, that are inacceſſible. M1s- 
88 on this occaſion (Let: 21. V. * 4 general Re- 
flection on the Alterations Time males on the Surface of 
Li, 1 He ors Tu very certain, that by Winds, 
$, "om and other Accidents, 

and Hin funk to Valleys. 


e welled to 


| 125 ins from the Sea in ſome places, and loſes in 
Aen. The Seafurnites d. Land with LON and the 


— 
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Lakes in their room ?- and of new Iſlands 
raiſed in the Sea ? and chiefly by Force 
of ſubterrateous Fires, ? And gan thoſe 
Fites want a Supply, when there is an 
Ether (which is the, Natural Fire, and 
viſible to us, we call Fire) 45 perpetually. 
pervading every Globe in the Univerſe ? 
How readily it will kihdlei certain Sub- 
ſtances in the Air is / evident from the 
Metrors ſern there; as well 2 from 
(what we call) Electrical Experiments, 
How quick and Jinftantinedys.,jts, Me- 
tion, how Violent anf, itreſiſtable Jes 
Force, appears from the Natural Light- 
ning as well as from het Actiicial Light- 
ning which, is. Fign. agg copduRef. by 


e i That there oo Bf 

Land 2 phong Iſlands. Kere 655," ha change weir 
Covrie. eee boron Jewel hk As Fins aft 
Sen 


x ae up M V6. 
n, Ee dates, 225 AAA . 
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tinual Flux of Ether through our Globe 
appears more than probable by the Point- 
ing of the Needle; and * by the Variation 
of the Needle it appears too, that that 
Flux of Ether is continually varying: and 
what a Change in our Globe ſuch a Vari- 
ation may in the End produce, the Au- 
thor of Nature only knows. The Ether 
minaries (as by a glaſs Globe in Electrical 
Experiments) with its genial Warmth 
and Light cheriſhes and invigorates every 
Planet in the Univerſe: but if it ſhould 
be quickened in its Motion, or differently 
directed by him) who regulates its every 
Atam, it may prove fatal here it was 
troy” all Spegies: of Creatures on our 
Globe; and Fan break out in 
en lt v er e every ; 


* 8 V. 3. 2. p. > 610. In 1 Yen 580, the 
Needle pointed at London 11 15/ to che Ea of the 
North Pole: in 1680 Es to the Weſt of it: and now 
about 17*%. 
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every Quarter, as dreadful as, Etna or 
Veluvius, and end in a, general, K 


4 


Ta} 7 6 MdEaetd » £10 


greeable to Reaſon and Nature (as Lam 
maſt firmly convinced thatrit is] it is ale 
confirmed by the Voice of: Scripture, as 
I will ſhew more fully inte pla. And 
Men cannot too oſten . d well on this Sub- 
ject ; becauſe the more they think of dit, 
the juſter Notions they wilt have G 
and Religion - 4 4 HERE 
1. This Opinion baniſhes that ahfüfU 
one of Neceſſity and Fate to which 
ſome would ſubject the Power: of the 

A +1 0Þnexiving#! Thoſe 'Wards co 
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be, as they are at preſent; for no better 
Reæaſbn but becauſe they are ſo at preſent { 
which is blaſphemouſly ſetting Bounds 


to the Power and Wiſdom o Oo; and 


allowing him leſs Liberty of. Counſel and 
Action than Manz who: an plan out and 
execute his Work in different Ways, and 
alter i it at his Pleaſuto: en. N 1 
2. Tt baniſſtes another unworthy No- 
tion of Go; chat he is only. the Soul of 
the Material World, Which ig his Body ; 
and that he can no more change the Form 
of it, than welban that of our Body; or 
divert the ordibary Courſo of its Parts, 
eur Veins. What is this but to ſuppoſt 
that Matter is Etertial amd Infinite,” or 
that Gop himſelf ii not ſo. Ir hard to 
believe that Matter is Eternal / hecauſo it 
exiſts only in partioular Parts of Space: 
and that very Fact proves it is nor In- 
nite; nor wonld Gop be ſoſ if che exs 
iſted only where there is Matter. But 

| the 
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pPghiloſophical, as it ſuppoſes Motion 
without a Cauſe.— It likewiſe baniſhes 
an Opinion of DxscaxT ESN that at the 
Creation Go impreſſed on Matter a 
Certain Quantity of Motion, which un- 
renewed has continued ever ſince, and 
will ever continue without, Increaſe , or 
Diminution; and being diverted into dif- 
rent Channels ſerves all the Purpoſes 
of the Upiverſe,, If this aſcribes the Be- 
| ginning o of Motion. to Gop, yet it gives 
| no good Reaſon f for, the Continuance of it: 
For as Matter is inanimate, and cannot 
move itſelf, its natural State is Reſt. And 
as there muſt be ſome living Power to be- | 
Sin its Motion, that Power, muſt ſtill con- 
tinue acting to continue it; and if ĩt ceaſ—- 
ed acting one Moment, the Motion itſelf 
would ceaſe : Whence I conelude, that the 
Deity has ever Moment from the Crea- 
an of the Uoiverſe been acting with | 


L t 8 tot Phiolophis Pars 
bende c. 36. 44 DASTS 2 
equal 
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equal Vigor in its Preſervation; and 
if he ceaſed ſo» to do, the World itſelf 
would ceaſe. For a perpetual Motion 
muſt proceed from a perpetual Cauſe. 
4 This Opinion is of uſe, not only 
to extirpate falſe and unworthy Notions 
of the Deity ; but alſo. to improve our 
Ideas, of his Power, Wiſdom and Juſtice. 
How glorious does he appear !- when we 
conſider. him, not only rolling on every 
Globe in its Courſe, but at the ſame 
time regulating all that paſſes in any. of 
them!] and though they are innumerable, 
and each ſtocked with innumerable Va- 
riety of Creatures; yet that he is inti- 
mately preſent in all, and directs the 
moſt minute Tranſactions ! chat the Hairs 
in each are numbered, and that not a 
Sparrow falls to the Ground in any of 
them without his Knowledge and Ap- 
pointment! What an inconceivable Va- 
riety of new Scenes equally beautiful and 
harmonious, muſt be continually arifing 

| $Y + in 
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in his Preſence, when at his Pleaſure 
he changes the Face of theſe Globes, and 
cauſes them, like the Adder, to put off 
their old Dreſs, and appeat in freſn Vi- 
gour and Beauty | How awful and how 
amiable does he appear, when we con- 
fider him, making theſe Changes in Na+ 
ture ſublervient to moral Purpoſes, and 
employing them as the Inſtruments of 
temporal Rewards and Puaiſhments to 
thoſe Claſſes of Rational Beings, * that 
inhabit each Globe! At the fame In- 
ſtant that he acts in ſome as a tremen- 
dous Judge, he acts in others as an in- 
dalgent Parent. In ſome only alarm 
ing, in others correcting; iti ſome de- 
ſtroying, in others rebuilding; in ſome 
changing only Individuals, in ethers en- 
tire Species; and exalting the National 
Creatures of each Globe from a Materi- 
al to a Spiritual, from a. Mortal to an Im- 
mortal dan; transforming them into 
% 35 nun Angels ; 
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Ange; and from thoſe Seminaries per- 
increaſing the Hoſt of Heaven, 
5. This Opinion not only promotes 
Nai Religion; but alſo confirms the 
Authority . Seripture, in which the ſame 
things ate revealed. Are not we there 
told of à new Heaven and a new Earth? 
That the Heavens ſhall wax old as doth 
a Garment, and as x Veſture ſhall" they 
be changed; though the Lon p is the 
fame, and his Vears ſhall not fail? 
Have we not tliete the Hiſtory of ſome 
Changes on our own Globe by the Crea- 
tion and the Heluge ? And habe we not 
the Prediction of à future Change by a 
general Cofflagration ? In which Points 
Reaſo and nen ne grins 
each other. mnie 
Such Meditatiotis are worthy of Ratio- 
nat Creatures; who are led by them! from 
their reſpective Planes to vifit thoſe Parts 
ol Whitk lie beyond their View. 
Thoogh che viſible' Parts of it ſofficient- 
D 2 ly 
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ly declare Gop's Glory, and. are that 
Page of the huge Volume. which he 
has laid open for their conſtant Peruſal 
and Reflection: and their own Planet is 
the particular Paſſage i in that Page, which 
merits their more immediate Attention. 
They may range in.. Speculation to every, 
Globe in the Univerſe ; but their -own 
Globe is the only Scene of their Actions; 
and by what they do there they are to 
approve, themſelves to their Creator ; 
who has left them free to act, but given 
them Rules to act by, which he has 
made known to them by Reaſon. Theſe 
Rules are either General, and concern 
all the Univerſe ; ; or Local, which con- 
cern only particular Planets. To love 
Gop and adore him, to love their own 
Species and aſſiſt them, to uſe other 
Creatures to the Ends for which they 
were given, and not abuſe them, are of 
the firſt Sort of Rules, which Gon has 
te to al Rational Material Beings 
through- 
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throughout the Univerſe; and are eter- 
nal Foundations of Religion and Mora- 
lity. But the particular Form and Man- 
ner in which theſe Actions are to be per- 
formed in each Globe, muſt be ds vart- 
ous as the Nature and Situation of the 
Globes themſelves, as the Rational Crea - 
tures that inhabit them, and the Objects 
with which ſuch Creatures are ſurround- 
ed. Theſe external Modes of Religion 
and Morality which are practiſed in any 
particular Globe cannot be known in the 
reſt; but are the peculiar Concern of that 
Globe only. And the only Way to judge 
of their Propriety is, to conſider, if they 
are agreeable to Reaſon, if they are adapted 
to the Nature of Things on that Globe, 
and if they tend to promote the great 
Ends abovementioned. If they do not, 
they can neither be pleaſing to Gap, nor 
derive their Original from him. 

Let us now conſider the Laws of Reli - 


gion d Morality, which concern the 
D 3 Pre» 
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Preſent State of our own Planet, and the 
Preſent Race of Mankind. I ſay the 
Preſent Race] For they no more con- 
cern any Colony of Creatures, that may 
have dwelt on this Globe before us, or 
any other, that may ſucceed us, than 
they concern the Inhabitants of Jupiter's 
or any other Planet whatſoever. 
It hath pleaſed Gop to place Man on 
this Globe, to contemplate his Works, 
and by ſuch Contemplations to aſcend to 
him as the firſt Cauſe. Amongſt all 
Gop's Works it is moſt incumbent on 
him to ſcrutinize himſelf, and the Globe 
which he inhabits, to learn what he is 
himſelf, and in what Part of the Crea- 
tion he is ſtationed; and from a Know- 
ledge of his "own Nature and Situation 
to arrive at the Knowledge of his Duty, 
both as a Citizen of the Univerſe in ge- 
neral, and as an Inhabitant of this Globs 


in ee 


As 
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Aa Citizen of the Univerſe, he has 
A Duty: i in common with all Rational Be- 
ings /howſoever diſperſed throughout the 
Whole, ariſing from their Relation to 
Gop ; by which all are bound in their 
ſeveral Spheres to return their Tribute 


of Thanks and Adoration to the Author 
of their Being. l is Man's Religious 
1 of 72 
As an Iohabitant of this Globe, he bas 
2 Duty peculiar to himſelf (as all other 
Rational Beings within their reſpective 
Globes have) ariſing from his Relation 
to the other Creatures on the Face of it: 
the right Treatment of which is his Mo- 
ral Duty. And this he may learn from a 
due Conſideration, of the Nature which 
Gop hath beſtowed on them, of the Or- 
der in which he hath: placed them, and 
of the Ends for which he intended them : 
and if he confound neither their Nature, 
their Order, or their Uſe, his Actions 
are Good; if he does, they are Crimi- 
D + | nal, 
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nal. Becauſe Gop hath given him an 
Underſtanding to comprehend the Na- 
ture of Things, a Freedom of Will to 
chuſe what he will do, and a Freedom 
of Action to do what he chuſes. And 
the better to guard his Actions, Gop has 
given him Reaſon (or a Power of exer- 
cifing his Underſtanding) to examine and 
compare Things, the better to judge of 
their Qualities and Relations, and of the 
Conſequences of his own Actions with 
regard to them, and to himſelf. And 
if a Man employs his Reaſon before he 
acts, he will ſeldom err in his Moral Du- 
ty; for the Nature of Things, the moſt 
common and neceſſary to be known, is 
generally very obvious and plain, But if 
he acts before he employs his Reaſon ; 
if the Action is right, he will have no 
Merit; if it is wrong, he will judge of 
it when it is too late, and his Conſcience 
will condemn him: for Reaſon, which 
ſhould always be our Guide before we 
* act, 
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act, will always in ſpite of us be our 
Judge after the * Kew | to cen- 
* or applaud. | | 
Why then is Mankind 0 little Wedel 
by Reafon ; that the Generality do not 
think before they act; and of thoſe that 
do, many act nt their Judgment; - 
that even the very Beſt do many Things 
amiſs; and that there is not One with- 
out Faults? The Reaſon is, that it hath 
pleaſed Go (for Wiſs Purpoſes to us 
at preſent unknown) to implant in Man 
Affections and Appetites, which, as they 
ſtir him up to Action, "often u him 
to wrong Objects, or withdraw him 
from thoſe which are right; the firſt 
of which he purſues for the obtaining of 
ſome preſent Advantage either of Plea- 
ſure or Profit; and avoids the laſt for 
the eſcaping ſome preſent Inconvenience 
either of Uneaſineſs or Loſs; and both 
with ſuch Eagerneſs, that often he does 
not conſult his Reaſon before he acts; and 


when 
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when he does, he often judges wrong by 
not eſtimating Things according to their 
real Value: all which makes him com- 
mit Actions, which on l mature 
Conſideration he would avoid. 5A 
| Such being Man's Frame Wy Con- 
ſtitution, it is no Wonder that he is 
liable to Error. And for the Truth both 
of the Cauſe and of the Effect we may 
appeal, in che firſt place to what paſſes 
within every Man's Conſcience; in the 
next to what paſſes in the World within 
our own Knowledge and Experience; 
and laſtly to the Hiſtory of all paſt Ages, 
which is chiefly filled with the Vices and 
Follies of Mankind. When we hear of 
Men, inſtead of worſhipping the Gop of 
Heaven and Earth, worſhipping Heaven 
and Earth as Gods; inſtead of | bending 
the Knee to the Cop who made them, 
falling down to Gods that they made; 
inſtead of loving and affiſting their 
own Species, injuring and deſtroying 
:h them; 
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them; inſtead: of uſing other Creatures 
far the Purpoſes intended, abuſing them 
ds gratiſy their own” Paſſions and Appe- 
tites; we are tempted almoſt to doubt if 
Man himſelf is a reaſonable Creature. 

Since then Gon has given to Man a 
weak Underſtanding and ſtrong Paſſions, 
which he is naturally - inclined to follow, 
if left to himſelf; can we ſuppoſe Go 
would leave him to himſelf to fink into 
ſo miſerable a State, and ſuffer the high- 
er Faculties of his Soul, which are ſo ca- 
pable of Improvement, to languiſh and 
be uſeleſs? Is it not more rational to be- 
lieve, that he would furniſh him with 
ſome Means, to enlighten his Undere 
ſtanding, fortify his Reaſon, incline. his 
may liye in greater Happineſs and Digair 
ty as well on this Globe, as in any future 
State for which he may be deſigned? 
And what Means more eaſy and natural 
can we imagine, than that Gop, who 

forms 
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forms the Soul, and turns it as it pleaſeth 
his Wiſdom, ſhould inſpire ſome particu- 
lar Perſons with ſuperior Talents to be 
Guides to the reſt of Mankind; who by 
laying many Things open to their View 
may enlighten their Underſtanding ; by 
propoſing Rational Rules of acting, may 
inſtruct the Ignorant; and by ſhewing 
the Reaſons and Motives of ſo acting, may 
raiſe the Attention and work on the In- 
_ clination of Men to purſue them? 

But how is Mankind to know theſe 
Guides, who for theſe great Ends may 
be fo qualified and commiſſioned by 
Gop? I think there can be no better 
Way to diſtinguiſh them than by their 
Characters, their Doctrine, and by the 
Circumſtances attending the Promulga- 
tion of it. 1. They muſt be Wiſe and 
Juſt Men; who have only the Glory 
of Gop and Welfare of Mankind in 
View; without any Proſpect of worldly 
Wer Pleaſure or Profit to themſelves. 
2. Their 
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2. Their Doctrine ought to be agreeable 
to Reaſon, ſince that is the only Standard 
given · by Gop to Man to judge of it bs 
It ought to be general, and extend to all 
the Race of Mankind, who at preſent 
inhabit this Globe. It ought to acquaint 
them with the Being and Attributes af 
Gop : and that he is the Author and 
Preſerver of all Things. It ought alſo 
to acquaint Man with his own 2 
his Original, and his End; and what 
Relation he bears to Gop, to his own 
Species, and to other Creatures, and 
to point out to him ſome Rational 
Method of performing his Duty to 
each, 3. The Manner of promulging 
their Doctrine ſhould be ſuch, as to make 
it taken notice of at Firſt; and to 
continue the Memory of it on this Globe, 
as long as the Race of Aba continue 
on it. ; 
: Let un tate next ris; doings what 
Dodrines now in the World anſwer 
theſe 
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theſe Charactetiſticks: and which of 
thoſe that claim the Birection of Manu 
Kitid onightto'be preferred. JOG 1 vis 
I throw out of the” Cale the Heathen 
Pore ud Pftffoſophers: The Pirlt im- 
volved” their” Sthtithents" i Fable and 
Flctbn, which"the" Generality of Mat- 
Lit Wopted into a gyſtem of Idelatry- 
And "thought the” Laſt did not believe 
thofe Abfürchtieb with the Vulgar; arid 
He left betifid them many admirable 
Prereßts of Moraltty; yet they hat very 
"Notions" of the Deity; very 
füt ones of tlie Origin of Mam; and 
very doubtful ones of any 1 füture Sate 4 
A Xhoogh they (rſt on thoſe Topicks, 
ey do it to propoſe rather than to 
Eſtabfich their Opinions; fot none of em 
fer up for Utilyerfal nase 
we take a View of the Regt ions 
noy " prevailing ! in the World; we Th 
7 the greateſt | Part "Sf che Globe f ſtill 
ouded with Idôlatry: which® fon the 


car 
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earlieſt Ages down to the ednet 
4 Monument of the Ignoranee, Weakriefs, 
and Buperſtition of Man 
The chree Religions, that profeſu che 
Knowledge of one only true Gov, are 
the Jewiſh, the Chriſtian and the Mg 
kometan. -Fiwill ſpeak of the” lift” firſt: 
becauſe barely to mention the Characber 
of the Author, with ſome ſew of its 
Tenets, will ſhew it not to have the Chi 
racteriſtiels of a true Religion. The 
Author was an Impoſtor, who uſed ma- 
ny Frauds to deceive his Followers; and 
by” thoſe Means advanced himſelf to 
worldly Power and Grandeur - The 
Method he propoſes to | propagate his 
Religion is by the Sword, not by Perſun - 
hon ; by Conqueſt, not by Conviction 
The Rewards he ptomiſes in à fu- 
tare State are ſenſual ; fuck as Natio- 
nal Men would contemn in this ' Life ; 
and which the Soul diveſted from the Bo- 
Nur cannot enjoy in another. Add to 

this; 
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this that. theq Pilgrimage to Mecca ren- 
ders · it a Losal Religion, and: impeſſible 
to become Univerſal: for if that, which 
is enjoined to: All. can be petſormed only 
by:a Few, it is a. vain Command, and lays 
no Obligation ona. 
The ſewich Religion is the Stock on 
which. Chriſtianity. is. grafted, aſter lop- 
ping off the ſuperfluous Branches: there- 
fare it is of equal Importance to a Chri- 
ſtian as a Je that it ſhould be t divine 
Original. It is contained in the Writings 
of Mosxs, the Oldeſt now, extant and 
which muſt therefore ſtand om thei own; 
Authority and, Credihility. We, wuſt 
therefore (as I faid before) conſider their eit 
Author, the Writings chemſclyes, and their 
. S Wahn rot Ye nut 7; Ait 
„Mosns was educated in the. Court of 
PHARAGH ; and. was, inſtructed in the 
Wiſdom: of the Egyptians, a learned and 
powerful Nation in that early Age 1 and 
from whence Learning ſpread itſelf into 
bother 
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other Countries. But be choſe * 
to ſuffer Afflictian with the People of 
Gop, than to paſs for the Son of Pu A- 
R AOH s Daughter, And was miraculouſ- 
ly called by Gop to deliver his Country- 
men from Slavery, and to conduct them 
to — Promiſed Land through the Wil- 
derneſs; where for. Forty Years. he ap- 
proved himſelf a moſt wiſe Legiſlator ;: a 
malt; upright Judge; and à moſt ſhin- 
ing Example of Picty and Virtue, - _ 
His Writings are Philoſophical, Hi- 
and Religious. And let us appeal to 
Reaſon, if they carry not with them 
the dee neee Divine Original. 
In the Philoſophical Part he deſcribes 
3 of the Univerſe; the For- 
mation of the Surface of out Globe; 

and the Original of e all other 
Creatures on it. 

Hache an erick/yieg * In the Be- 
ee created the Heavens and 
E 
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| is a very Chimerieal Notien. Whether 
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the Earth. A very ſhort but ſublime 


Sentence | of few' Words; but which 


expreſs and imply as much good Senſe 
and ſound Philoſophy, as could be con- 
tained in as many Volumes. It aſſerts, 
what none but the Fool ever denied in 
his Heart, that there is a Gop: with- 
out Beginning; ſelf-exiftent from Eter- 
nity. That all other Beings had a Be- 
ginning ; and derived their Exiſtence 


from him. That he created them, or 


cauſed them to exiſt out of Nothing; 
not out of a pre- exiſting Chaos, which 


we ſuppoſe it Eternal, or to have been cre- 


ated before the World. Fur if we ſuppoſe 


ſuch a Chaos Eternal; it ĩs as abſurd and 
a more gloomy Idea than that of an 


Eternal World. And can we ſuppoſe 
ſuch a uſeleſs piece of Lumber to lye by 


from Eternity, till it pleaſed Gop to em- 
ploy it in the Creation? Or can we ſup- 


poſe, that Gop, m_ a common Mecha- 


nick, 
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nick, wants: Materials provided beſore- 
hand to begin his Work And it is as 
unworthy of the Deity to ſuppoſe, that 
Gop a firſt created a Chaos, and out of 
that a World. For can we cconecive, 
that in the Original: Production of the 
World he would frame it imperſtet, in 
order to render t mote perfect aſter aids? 
and perform that at TY]. Operations, 
which he od perſorm at One? How 
much mote agreeable to the Dine œ].t 
jeſty and Perfection is the Senſe of the 
Words, Gon erceated the Heavens and 
the Earth !”' Plaimly implying; not only 
our Globe, but every Globe incthe Uni · 
verſe; and that all Nature, with every 
Being oo mprehended in it, ſtarted at once 
at the Word or Nod of the Almighty 
into à beautiful Order and Harmony, to 
declare his Glory, _ POTEN * 
Power and Wiſdom. a 

After this general 1 noble Deſeri p- 


tion of the Creation of the Univerſe, he 
| by 7 E 2 Con- 
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confines his Diſcourſe to this little Globe, 
the - peculiar Province of Man,; And 
what he ſays of it ſeems to me, not to 
relate to the Original Formation of it; 
but to ſome great Alteration of its Sur- 
face, immediately preceding the Dona- 
tion of it to the preſent Race of Man- 
kind. It may have undergone many Re- 
volutions and Viciſſitudes before that 
time: for Gop out of the ſame Maſs of 
Matter, can produce Variety of Effects, 
equally wonderful and glorious. But 
what it hath been before its preſent State, 
or what it may be after it, Gop, who 
alone is able to vary the Landſcape, alone 
knows; and it is vain for Man to conjec- 
ture. It is of more importance for him 
to know, how this Habitation was pre- 
pared for him; how he was placed in 
it; and by what Tenure he holds it: 


which Particulars are 2 related 
by Mosrs. 


3 
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Whoever maturely and impartially 
conſiders the Force of his Expreſſions re- 


lating to dur Globe, I ſhould imagine 
would concur with me in Opinion, that 
they cannot relate to the Original Crea+ 
tion of it. He ſays; © that the Earth was 
<© without Form.“ He cannot mean, that 


it was not a Globe; or that it was not 
a Planet in hat Part of our Solar Spiem 


in which it is ranged at preſent. Nor 
e mean (for the Reaſons 1 have 


before given) that this or any other Globe, 


at the Creation ef the Univerſe, came 
rude aud imperfect from the Hands of 
the Creator.” He muſt mean that the 
Form of its Surface was altered; that it 


was without the Fortn it had, either at 
the Creation, or at the time immediately 


preceding that State of it which be is 
deſcribingz that the Beauty and Harmo- 
ny of its Parts were deſtroyed, and its 
former Figures melted and diflotved, like 
War z In order to receive a neu Stamp and 
0 Impreſſion 
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Impreſſion from the Almighty. And his 
next Expreſſion ſeems t6 confirm this: In- 
terpretation; for he ſays, The Earth 
e was Void.“ That is, it had no Creature 
upon it. It was void'of every thing, that 
ever lived or moved or grew on. Land or 
in the Water: they were all confound- 
ed and deſtroyed. And ſeveral of the 
following Expreſſions point out to us the 
Natural Means, employed by Gop to ef- 
f& this great Change. It ſeems to have 
been brought about by a General Deluge; 
more laſting and more fatal than that, 
which followed in the Days of Noan. 
For it is ſaid, that Darkneſs was upon 
the ; that the Spirit of Gop moved 
on the Waters; which were afterwards 
gathered into one Place, to let the dry 
Land appear. From all which it is evi- 
dent, that the whole Surface of the 
Globe was covered with Water mixed and 
polluted with Earth. Nor is it wonder. 
ful, that Darkneſs ſhould: be on the Deep, 
| when 


) « 
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when the Spirit of Gen moved on the 
Waters. That is, when the Almighty 
Power put them in a violent Agitation, 
and thoroughly mixed them with every 
thing in the Caverns and on the Face of 
the Earth. For when the whole Globe 
was covered with Water, mixed with 
Earth, and impregnated, heated, and fer- 
menting with all ſorts of Animal, Vege- 
table, and Mineral Subſtances, the Sun 
muſt raiſe a Vapour, ſo copious, thick, 
and groſs, as would make him inviſible to 
Creatures upon Earth, had there been 
any then upon it; who, being deprived 
of the Sun and Stars, the Index of their 
Time, could not have diſtinguiſhed any 
Part of the T e Hours from 
another. 3 
But when... it pleaſed Gon: to how 
this Agitation and F erment, the groſſer 
Particles of the Vapour naturally fell back 
to the Earth. And then it was, that 
Gop faid, «© Let there be Light, and there 
© was Light : EY that i is, the Sun ſhone a- 


EA gain 


* 
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3 our Globe, and might give 4 Sen- 
ſation of Eight to Animals (ſoon to be 
placed there) by impelling the Ether on 
the Eye. And the Earth; by its Rotation 
on its Axis, again ſeparated the Light 
fromthe Darkneſs, and Day from Night: 
and the Evening and the Morning were 
diſtinguiſhable by the Setting and Riſing 
of the Sun. For we are not to imagine, 
that Light in general was then created: 
and that it did not exiſt before that Pe- 
tiod. Light has ever been: and is 
(with Reverence let me ſpeak it) a Pro- 
perty of the Deity. The Scripture tells 
us, Gop is Light: he dwelleth in Light: 
de decketh himſelf with Light as with 
a Garment: in him is no Darkneſs: the 
Darkneſs and Light to him are both a- 
uke. Tus our great, ſublime, and phi- 
Jofophical Poet, adirefſing rr to the 
Light, kays, 5 Bs uf 

* the bun, 


Bifore the Te theu Wer a 


and. endeavouring 10 , conv ey to our 
2 | | : weak 
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weak Underſtanding ſome; Idea, tho“ j im. 
nnen Nature, he callgit, 8d. Audit 


2 1 tha ws fs 1087 . * n DSi 
© 11 Of, tbe Exergal do ent Bram : By 
11, Bright, Effigence of bright. Eſſence increate 4 


After the groſſer Parts of this thick 
Vapour had fallen back an the Globe, 
the lighter watery Particles remained ful- 

pended in the Air ; which divided them 
h the Waters pn the Face of the 
Globe; and which Moszs, to comply 
with the Vulgar Phraſe and Apprehen- 
fion, * calls the” Firmament aol the 
Heaven, he "x 15> -: 

' When the Agitation of the Waters ceaſ- | 
ed; the Waters under the Heavens, that 
is, 155 the Surface of the Globe, _ | 
naturally ſublide, or be gathered together, 
or run into ſuch Cavities as Gop had 
provided: for them; and the dry Land 
muſt of courſe appear ; and by ſo tho- 


* 
* 


« Mikron, Par Loſt, Beok ur. 7 alin 
rough 
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rough à Mixture of Manure of all Sorts 
muſt be very well prepared to nouriſh all 
kinds of vegetables, the Graſs, the Herb 
yielding Seed. and the Fruit- tree yielding 
Fruit; which Gon was then pleaſed to 
plant upon Hin 

S the Air grew clear and ferens, 

the Sun, the Moon, and the Stars became 
inte; ; which, Mosxs places i in the F ir- 
mament of, the Heaven; to make himſelf 
intelligible to the Vulgar ; ; who call every 
thing Heaven, that appears in the Air 
oyer their Heads, and cannot. diſtinguiſh 
the Diſtance of the Clouds from' the 
Heavenly. Bodies, nor of one Celeſtial 
Globe from another. He does but juſt 
mention the Stars, ( which compoſe ſo 
valt a Part of the Univerſe) becauſe it 
was foreign and unneceſſary to his Sub- 
jet. And he mentions the Sun and 
Moon, only as they have a Relation to 
our Globe, and not to the reſt of our 
Planetary WVſtem. He ſpeaks of them 
according 
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according to the Conceptions-atithe, Male 
gar: he calls the Moon ta Light as well 
as the Sun; the laſt the greater to ruleme 
Day, and the other tos rule the Nights, 

and to be for Signs, for geaſons, for Nays, 
and .Years:; that is, to diſtinguiſſ tei 
the neceſſary Diviſions and Memorials of 
ouniTimgfO % D ag gat to tacit 
Aſtewards e when both Water, and 
Air were ſettled, and clear, and fit to re- 
ccive their Inhabitants; then Gop created 
every thing living and moving, which. 
the Waters: brought forth in abundanee 
according to their kind ; and, every ea 
thered Fowl according 70 his Kind. Ys 
Laſtly}; when the Earth, was become 
firm z and was clad with Vegetables ; Gon 
made all Sorts of terreſtrial; Animals; to 
whom he gave them for Food: and laſt 
of all the nobleſt of them all, Man, to 
whom he gave Dominion over all the 
l. r e 3 5 wel] | 
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chu Momo lays, . the Heavens and 
«he Earth were finiſhed; and all the 
4 Hoſt of them : that . is, all Creatures in 
the Air, the Waters, and the Earth. And 
to this Performance he aſſigns Six Days. 
This Account of the Work, and of its 
Duration, if applied to ſuch an Altera- 
tion of the Surface of our Globe only; 
my (from the frſt Appearance of the 
Light) bear even a literal Interpretation. 
But I it be applied to the Creation of 
the Univerſe in 'the'manner'there-deferib= 
A contrary to Reaſon and to Fact, 

alit\d&ogarch from the nn 1 

nity of che Creator. 12 * 

* or. it repreſents Gov, - en Wo 
Days, te. produce and form all things; 
which,. it is more reaſonablr to ſuppoſe, 
were perfected in an Inſtant by his Will. 
It. | repreſents the Frame of the World 
in ſeveral Particulars different from what 
" really. is: for it ſuppoſes with the 


Vale: gar our little Planet (without mention- 
ing 
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of the Cteation; and the Sun, Moon, 
and Sta, Call indistrimienteip sehe 
ed as Luminarics) as ſubſervient to that 
alone. It mentions the Creation ef Light 
which (as I ſaid before) muſt have been 
from Eternity. It mentions. Waters abovs 
the Firmament. Which as well as the 
Firmaſnent are no where to be found 4 
unleſs you underſtand the Waters to be | 
the Clouds or Exhalations; and the Firs 
mament the Air that ſupports them. It 
repreſents the Six Days Work, as dividet 

or Portions. On the Firſt Day was cre- 

ated Heaven; and Earth ſhapeleſs, void; 
and dark; and Light. On the Second, the 
Firmament, dividing the Waters beneath 
it from thoſe above. On the Third, the 
Sea, Land, and Vegetables. On the 
Fourth; the Sun, Moon, and Stars. On 
the Fifth, Fiſh; and Fowl. On the Sixth, | 
all terreſtrial Animals, and Man, 8 
Such 
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1:5 Such an; Interpretation cam never be 
adopted; and tho that; :whtich 1 have be- 
fore given may perhaps be New, it ap- 
peurs to me the mioſt Nationalo it makes 
 Mosss ſpeak a Languages intelligible at 
the ſame time) both tothe Vulgar, and 
tende Philoſopher,” Wheftar d literal 
Anter pretation is full of A bſurdities i And 
whioever-puts ſuch 2 Conſtruction on 
any Part of Scripture, ders mati ſupport, 
but undermines its Authority contri- 
And ſince Men have now clearer Con- 
cæptions of the Structure of the Uni- 
given place to the Capernican q and Ficti- 
on: to Reality; it is righti to employ the 
Lights which Gop has afforded them, to 
illuſtrate his Works; and they are more 
capable now to explain the Mofaical Ac- 
count of the Creation, than they were 
in darker and more ignorant Ages. 
NM ere dN In 
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In the laſt place, Moss gives an Ac. 
cotint of the Original of the Preſent Rite 
of Mankind: whom he defives frbtti 
One Pair only. "And in Be DEN 
of their Formation, Nature, State, ai 
Situation, he ſhadows Truth, 1 85 At 
legory and Fietion, to make it the mere 
agreeable. He fays, Gon formed M. 

in his own Image, after his own — 
neſs; out of the Duſt of the Ground: 
and breathed into his Noſtrils the Breath 
of Life. The Meaning is, that he cre- 
ated him with a Spiritual and Immortal 
Soul, but with a Material and Exarthly 


Body. He ſays, Gop made Woman duʒt 


of his Rib: meaning by ſuch a Repre- 
ſentation to inſpire mutual and *cordial 
Affection between them, as being of dne 
Nature, and to inculcate the Dependance 
of the Woman on the Man. He ſays, 
Gop put them into Eden, i. e. placed 
them in a State of Happineſs; till the 
Woman (the weaker in Underſtanding) 


Was 
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was tempted by the Serpent, i. e. her 
own, vicious Inclinations, to cat the fore 
Notn E ie. to commit Sin, 2 
which. they were turned; out of — 
1. C. loſt their Happineſs with their In- 
nogence. For Innocent they were, and 
muſt have been, at the Inſtant of their 
Creation, nt having | had time to commit 
92 and canſequently muſt have been 
ppy, as a clear Conſcience, and the I 
Health and Vigavr boch of Body and 
Mind. which Gop then beſtowed on 
Wem, could make dem. And ho- 
they were driven out of this Paradiſe by 
Sin, jet every Guilty day's Gopciency 
inform bin. 
42 "How natural and juſt is duch an Alle- 
gorical Interpretation | But to imagine 
the Account tg be a. literal Hiſtory is, 
I think, inconſiſtent; with Reaſon, and 
any true or purę Coneepuon-of the Deity. 
To conceive, that Gop formed Man me- 
chanically 
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chanically from the Puſt, and breathed 
in his Face that he took a Rib from the 
Man when aſlecp: to form the Woman; 
that he. plaatod a particular Garden for 
them gon rede ini excluſive. of the reſt 
of the Globeꝭ hich was to remain un- 
inhabited. thatin dhe Garden, there, was, 
one [Tree whos Fruit could give Know- 
ledge, and: anothet whoſe Fruit could 
give Lifq:s that the Serpent ſpoke to the 
Woman; that the eating of one Fruit 
could make: Man ſinful and mortal, oc 
Coats for them; that he droe them out 
of the Garden; and that. he placed 
Cherubims wit flaming Swords to guard 
the Tree of Liſe; are ſuch,, Opinions 
as ſcem de me dal require eff 
tion, NU iges enten 

A. Mag at. his Creation: muſt bave 
been placeſt on ſume one» particular Spot 
of this Globe; and cod only haue the 
eee of it for his Nutri- 
F ment; 


— 8 
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ment; Go placed him in a Climate, 
whe he made to grow out of the 
Ground every Tree pleaſant to the Sight, 
and good 1 for Meats. ' This Place Was a 
real Eden or Garden: and the, firſt Pair 
alone, Strangers to Sin and Shame, a 
while enjoyed a perfect Paradiſe, Moss 
deſcribes the Situation of this Place by 
the names of Rivers and Countries known 
in his Time. Which Deſcription leads 
many to imagine it to have been near 
Babylon; and the four Rivers to be the 
Tigris and Euphrates before they unite, 
and the two Branches into which they 
divide before they fall into the, Perſian 
Gulf. And certainly there is no properer 
Place to be found on the preſent Surface 
of the Globe; the Country being fruit- 
ful, and near the Center of the great 
Continent of Aſia, Africa, and Europe. 
Some have ſuppoſed, that before Noan's 
Flood, there was a regular Diſpafition 
of Land and Water on the Surface of 
1 01 this 
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ing 5 by that Event, ONE us 
with the ſoveral Irregularities now to be 
obſer ved in the Map of it. I can not 
ſcarce reconcjleable to the Account of 
Mogss ; who mentions Mountains before 
the | Flood; and the ſame Situation of 
Rivers before and ſince: and ſays, the 
Dove, returned to. the Ark with a Leaf 
pluckt from an/ Olive; which ſhes, 
that the Waters,  tho' deep, were tall, 
and could not octaſibn ſuch a Change. 
T imagine, / it is owing to earlier Cauſes ; . 
and perhaps not to one but to many; 
and I conceive the Great Deluge im- 
mediately before the Creation of ADAM, 
when the Spirit of Gov moved on the 
Waters, to Hive #92 a — 2 

in _—_ 
It is next to be dere ir 10 b 
poſſible” and probable, that the Globe 
could be peoples from one Pair. For if 
l it 
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it could; it ſeems a noble Defigr ien of 
Providence to abate the Pride ang Am- 
bition, and to promote the Charky and 
Benevolence of Men, by affording them 
this Subject of Reflection, that however 
diſtant others may be in Condition or 
Situation, however different i in Caſtom or 
Complexion, they are ſtill their Brethren, 
and derived from one common Maſs. 
And when Man came nb (as. 1 
may ſay) out of the Mint, 
Vigor of Body and Mind, beet Diſ- 
eaſes derived from his Parents or contract- 
ed by Intemperance, and living on the 
Fruits of the Earth; no wonder, that he 
lived longer than Men do now; and be- 
gat Sons and Daughters to the great 
Age which Mosxs aſcribes to him. 
Thus we ſee Natural Cauſes concurring 
with the Deſigns of Providence for the 


more ſpeedy peopling of the Globe. 
And whoever computes the Numbers, 


that might deſcend Tom one Pair and their 
Poſterity, 
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Foſterity, in in the Space of above ſixteen 
Centuries between the Creation and the 


Deluge, I believe will find, that the 
Globe muſt Have been better peopled at 


che dine of che Deluge, than it has 

been at auß tie fince, - And as Indi- 
cal "attaining" to ſuch Ages muſt 
have a x Degree of "Knowledge and Ex- 
perichce bey and our Comprehenſion; 
and 1 ul Yap bf one Language might 
maintain 4 moſt{ extenſive Correſ pondence; 
all Acts! and Sciences, as well as Commerce 


HOT 


and Nayiga Wig maſt have. been. carried 
to, great Perfection: nor could Noan, 


when * e Years old; want Skill 
9 build the great F laating Veſſel which 
ſayed the Remnant of Mankind. 
The, Dimenſions of the Ark, as given 
by Moss, is eſtecmed one Proof of the 
has e of his Writings ; ſince 
Gol yg. to F 3 | 1 


eme Biſhop of Meavx lin his Diſcourſe fur P'Hi- 
ſtoire Univefelt makes it 1656.—Mr.Wxr1sToN (in his 
Chronological Tables differing from other Writers) only 


V3O7+ 
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a Veſſel of that Form and Capacity is 

found by the Examination of the | beſt 
Mathematicians, not only to 'be'well con- 
trived, but of an ample Size, to hold 
Noan and his Family; each Species of 
Birds, Quadrupeds and creeping Things, 
with Proviſions for their Subſiſtence 
for a longer time than the Waters co- 
vered the Earth, But 'to colle& each 
Species together, and to cauſe them to 
enter into the Ark, are things that ex- 
ceed human Power, and require the In- 
terpoſition of Providence. So likewiſe, 
tho I can conceive there may be Water 


enough in the Clouds, the Ocean, and 


the great Deep, to cover the Globe; 
yet I cannot conceive how it could be 
raiſed out of the Ocean and the Deep 
above the Mountains, without a like 
Interpoſition of Providence. It is cer- 
tain, that Gop can, tho' he ſeldom 
does, act out of the common Courſe of 
Nature: whenever he does, it is for 


great 
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great and wiſe Ends, and in Affairs 
of general Concern: Now what more 
momentous. Occaſi on can we imagine on 
our Globe, than the Deſtruction of Man- 
kind for their Wickedneſs, all to a few 
Perſons, who and their Poſterity were 
warned by ſo terrible an Event, to be 
more virtuous, and to revere Gan 8 Power 
and Juſtice. tui ob * 

Aſtet the Flood; Man was nid 
to ſeed on Animals; and Luxury and 
Intemperance, as well as divine Appoint- 
ment, might have ſome Share in abridg- 
ing the Term of his Life. And as Pro- 
vidence. was viſible in the long Lives of 
the Poſterity of Apam, for the more 
ſpeedy peopling of the Globe; it is nd 
leſs viſible in the ſhorter Lives of the 
Poſterity of Noa, that it might not be 
over- peopled. In the former Period, 
for the firſt Eight or Nine Hundred 
We there were en Births with- 
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out Buridls ; whereas in our Age the firſt 

do Bur little exceed the laſt ?: 
Another Inſtance of Providence Moss 
gives us is, the Conſufiom uf Tongues : 
which, cho miraculeub is not more fo 
than the beſtotring the Uſe/ of Language 
on Man immediately on his Creation. 
This Difference of Language compelled 
Mankind to divide into Clans, and to 
ſettle in different Plactꝰ; and by diſ- 
perſing them naturally oontrihused to the 
peopling of the Ear tn, 34 
As Moss derives / Man and all terre- 
ſtrial Animals from the Ark it is found 
difficult to account} how ſome of them 
arrived from Mount Ararut to the 
Places here they have bee ſinde found. 
How came the / People into America, 
which CoLumsvs found there? Or, ſe- 
veral Species of Aima, not to be met 
with in our Hemiſphere ? How came 
into Iſlands venomous and fierce. Crea- 
tures, which Men would rather avoid, 
than 


REer1610 PITos opt. 73 
than convey to ſuch Abodes? Or, how 
came the Negroes to differ ſo much in 
Complexion from other Men, if deſcend 
ed from the ſame Parents? Theſe 
Queſtions are beſt anſwered by others. 
Does not North America join to our 
Continent ? Is it a longer Voyage from 
ſome Part of the African Coaſt to Bra- 
ſil, than it is from London to the Me- 
diterranean? Were not the Coaſts of 
Aſia early peopled? And are not the In- 
habitants of them to be ſuppoſed to be 
ſoon acquainted with the Art of Navi- 
gation? What do we know of their 
Hiſtory? Are we informed of all the 
Voyages they have made? Or, can we 
aſſert, that None have been made from 
Aſia or Africa to America from the 
Flood to the Days of Col uuzus? Can 
we ſay, there has been no Alteration 
in the Surface of the Globe in ſo long 
a Space of Time by ſubterraneous Erup- 
tions and other Accidents? And that 

many 
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many Iſlands have not been broken by 
them from the Continent ? Does not the 
Climate vary Men's Complexions ? Was 
a fair Man ever known a Native of Gui- 
nea? or 'a Negroe of the Polar Circle? 
Let me aſk too ſome other Queſtions, 
Was there a Deluge, or was there not ? 
And if there was,” was it total ? If there 
. was not a Deluge, or if it was not total, 
how come Marine Foſſils to be found 
in Inland Parts all over the Globe? And 
if there was a total Deluge, how could 
any terreſtrial Animals eſcape, but by ſome 
ſuch Means as Mosss deſcribes? ©  - 
Soc much for the Philoſophy of Mosss. 
I ſhall now confider him as an Hiſtorian 
the Firſt and the only one, who gives 
any Account of above Twenty-five 
Nn u wo; Centuries, 


f In Ab. of Phil. Tran. Vol. IV. Part 2. Pag. 270. by 
Joxrs, it is ſaid; She-ſhells and the Teeth and Bones of 
arine Animals occur almoſt every where and in all 
Countries; and have been ſhewn to be all Remains of the 
\Dgiverſal eigzge. 
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Centuries which paſſed from ApAm. to. 


his own Time., In chis Account he cm- 
prehends the Ccgation — Renova» 


Deluge : de moſt, — Events, 
and malt necęſſary ta be, known to the 
preſent, Race. of, Mankipd.,. He, gives 
but few ; Raxtieulars,,of , what, paſſod, in 
above Steg, Grnfuries bey een the Crea- 
general, that that Calamity was broyght 

7 IEA their, Wicked- 
neſs. Net rast at all neceſſary to bo 
minute in relating the, Aﬀairs of a, Race of 
Men long lia ce extinct . and whole | Me- 
moriali; (ut, fas: his Hiſtory) muſt, have 
periſhed with them, He has ſet forth 
a Pedigree from Apan,to Mose, with 
that Plainneſs and Simplicity, as well as 
Perſpicuity and Preciſion, as gives great 
Credit ta his Titer) e and leaves little or 
10 Roonilto: doubt of its, Veragity The 


ſame * be ſaid of ſeveral Pedigrees, 
which 
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which he derives from Noan; to ABR a- 
HAM the Father of the Faithful, and to 
feveral others, who were F ounders of 
neighbouring Nations. 
Nor is it to be wondered at, that Mosxs 
ſhould have clear Information of the ear- 
lieſt Ages; when we conſider the long 
Eife of Man before the Flood. Noan 
fif'I miſtake not) was cotemporary with 
SeTH and with ABRAHAM :, and might 
inform ABRAUANH of his being - ſaved 
from the Deluge himſelf, and of what he 
Had heard from the Son of ADam con- 
cerning the Creation. Events too intereſt- 
ing, for ABRAHAM not to tranſmit; to his 
Poſterity, or for: Mosts not to learn 
from his great Anceſtor: for ABRAHAM 
vas. Great Grand- father to Lzv1,; 3 88 
ER vi was to Mosts. 
As Mos Es is the: moſt Ancient W- 
ter bis Hiſtory can receive no Confir- 
mation from the concurrent Teſtimony 
of Authors near his own Time. Yet it 
IS 
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is much confirmed by the Traditions, 
which have prevailed amongſt moſt an. 
cient Nations concerning a Chaos, out 
of which the Earth was formed, and a 
General Deluge: which Poets have con- 
founded, and obſcured, . 2 F Ae | 


of their own Invention. | 
Bat the ſtrongeſt Evidence of the Truth 


of the Hiſtory of Moses are the People 
of the Jews themſelves.” 'Who, when it 
was publiſhed, muſt know almoſt every 
Circumſtance of it, that related to their 
own. Nation. Who were Eye: witneſſes 
to what paſſed in Egypt and the Wil 
derneſs. : Who were in Fact ſettled un- 
der his Inſtitutions: in the Land of Cay 
naan; where they were found in After: 
Ages governed by them. Who, before 
Cuxisr, were puniſhed by Gop for for- 
faking of them: and who fince have 
been puniſhed by Man for adhering to 
them. And who in the midſt of Perſe- 
cution do ſtill firmly * adhere to them, 
| above 
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above 3000 Vary after their Publication; 
As if Go intended they {ould always 
remain d Tiving\Pvidence bf the Truth of 
his Word del dderecb to the World by this 
His firft great Prophet, in v which Charac- 
ter Tthill*How-corfider Rites * 
By Prophets 1 would e bdtrbod to 
menu Perſons holen int inſpiftd by Gop 
tc pülum Mis: Decrecs tb Näf kind; to 
maftifeſt is Wiſdom by their Precepts 3 
aus Peet vy dir Mete) ind his 
Preſcience by their Pretlictidm. Mr ns 
PHE Preckctions to be unk M the 
Wittints'of Mots ate Wllat 1 meant by 
the "Propheticat' Fart” of tie: atid are 
muell as were made known'by Gp to him, 
ot to Others who lived before him, and 
concetn either Mankind in general, or the 
Jes in particgths,* © 4 0 
- Phe firſt Prediction, a dee 
Mankind in general, ib Cacti in the 
Allegorical Account of the Fall: vi. 
char che Seed of the Serpent ſhould 


bruiſe 
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bruiſe the Heel of the Woman, and hen 
Secd the Serpent's Head. As all the; AL 
legory is full of important Truths, ] 
cannot” ſuppoſe this Part to be without 
its Meaning. I take the Meaning to be, 
that tho the Race of ADAM wilt always. 
be purſued, attacked, and diſturbed, by 
the Temptations of their on vicious In- 
clinations to commit Sin j yet God : will, 
raiſe up among them Prophets, who ſhalt, 
furniſh them with divine Means to yet»; 
quiſh' ſuch” Temptations And thereſbre 
the Learned with: Juſtice- principally ap- 
ply tis. Prediction to C WD 
his Followers allow to be a Prophet, and 
more than a Prophet; ſent into the Wor. 
to ſave Mankind. hb gen enn 

Another Prediction of general one, 
cern to Mad is Gop's Promiſe to AbRR - 
HAM, confirmed to Isa Ae and Jacon, | 
that in their Seed all the Nations of the 
Earth ſhalb be bleſſed,” This Prediction 
confirms the former; and at the ſame 


time 
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time informs them where to look for their 
Prophets, and that Salvation is only to be 
expected from Ifracl : but not from any 
Prophet before the time of Da vip: be- 
gauſe Gop hondured him with a Promiſe, 
_—__ . 
Quarter the Jews have always; expettci 
their MxssiAn, in whom all Nations 
Were to be bleſſed, according to Gop's 
Promiſe to their Forefather Ankatian; 
and ſuch a one they ſtill expect. Though 
the Followers of Cur18T aſſert, that the 
Prophecy. was compleated by his Appear- 
ance on Earth: and that he is that Pro- 
miſed Redeemer. n * 
in its proper Place. bay 
ſhall take Notice but of Two Pre- 
Ain the Writings of Moss relat- 
aur Jews in particula. 
Ihe Firſt is Gop's Promiſe: ts dam 
nN; that he would give the Land of 
n to his Poſterity, and make of 


them 


ti * 


RAO Ansel Br. 
gp ene mighty. Nati 
5 WY Ga462.X cars ing Now 
2 tobe. Borders. 
Land ; Vhich they. 500. Fefe 0 e 
ſoon, atter Pe e an. grew up there 
r e ban their Judges; till 
chey- ae Mf RS. Power inthe 
Reigns,of p, and SOLOMON, 


The $£cogd.s.th Promiſe Ll 
to. them, wht they 
Anden and i kept his 
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to the Morat Part of the witlithgs 
of Mo xs, it is ſet fort f the Dera- 
legte, (IT ches dn ic gelbe dete 
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and to adore him: to honour all Men, 
to injure no Man, in Perſon or in Property, 
either by Deed, Word, or Thought; a 
ſet of Precepts fo ſhort, that All may re- 
member; fo clear, that None can mi- 
ſtake; fo excellent, that All muſt ap- 
prove: worthy to be written by the Fin- 
ger of Gop, and engraven on the Heart 
of Man: and which muſt remain an im- 
mutable Law as long as he inhabits this 
Globe. AT nb 
The Political Part of the Writings of | 
Moses contains the Laws for the Civil 
Government of the Jews ; which are a 
never- failing Proof of the Wiſdom of 
the Legiſlator, In all Nations the prin- 
cipal Duties of Morality have been 
guarded with Penalties to-. puniſh the 
Breach of them. Theſe Penalties: are 
well adapted by the Moſaical-Law''to 
the Nature of the Offence. > To-inſtance 
firſt in the Offences againſt the Decalogue. 
ſs Blaſphemy, Sabbath-breaking,” 
Striking 
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Striking or Curſing of Parents, Mur- 
der, and Adultery, are puniſhed with 
Death. Theft with five- fold Retribu- 
tion. Falſe Evidence with the Payment 
of the full Damage it might occaſion. 
Inferior Hurts to the Perſon with Reta- 
liation an Eye for an Eye, and a Tooth 
for a Tooth : and if done to a Bond Ser- 
vant, to be recompenced with Freedom. 
The Treſpaſſer on Lands was to make 
Reſtitution out of the beſt Product of his 
__ own; Umuatural Pollutions are capitally 
puniſhed.” Inceſtuous are prohibited. 
Marriages with Strangers are prohibited 
for fear of Idolatry, Children accuſed 
of Vice by their Parents to the Magi- 
ſtrate were to ſuffer Death. If a betroth- 
ed Virgin was known in the City, both 
ſhe and the Man were to die: if in the 
Field, the Man only. If the Virgin was 
not betrothed, the Man was to pay a 
Ranſom to her Parents, and to take her 
and neuer to put her away. The He- 

G 2 brew 
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brew Servant after ſix Vears was to be 
free. They were to riſe up to the hoary 
Head. Not to vex the Stranger. To 
help tlie Fatherleſs and Widow. To 
keep and reſtore Things loſt or ſtray'd to 
the Owner. To eaſe the Aſs of their 
Enemy ſinking under his Burthen. To 
leave the Gleanings of their Harveſt and 
Vineyard to the Poor: to open the Hand 
wide to him. Not to oppreſs the hired 
Servant; but to pay him before the go- 
ing down of the Sun. Not to lend upon 
 Uſfury or Pledge. Not to remove the 
Neighbour's Land-mark. Not to keep a 
great and a ſmall, but one juſt Weight 
and Meaſure. Judges were not to take 
a Gift to blind'them : nor to wreſt their 
Judgment in the Cauſe of the Poor or of 
the "Mighty : were to have the Matter 
proved by two or more Witneſſes : And 
in cor ral'Puniſhments were not to or- 
der above Forty Stripes. And to crown 
all, every one was to love his Nei r 
Br as 


* 
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as himſelf. Theſe, with many other of 
the Laws of Mosxs (too numerous to be 
here inſerted) compoſe a more excellent 

Syſtem of human Policy than any that 
either before or fince hath appeared. in 
the World; and the good Effects of 
them were manifeſt through many Ages 
by Experience: for the Jews (except 
during their Captivity) lived under them 
from the time of Mosxs to the Deſtruction 
of Jeruſalem; a much longer Period than 
the Spartans continued under the Laws of 
Lycukdus. : 

1n the Religious Fart of the Moſaical 

| Writings is to be found a general Hiſtory 
of Religion from Apam to Moses ; and 
the general Scheme of Providence for 
the preſerving the Knowledge and Wor- 
ſhip of the true God on Earth, as long as 
the Poſterity of Apa ſhall remain upon 
: ſhewing how by Man's natural De- 
— it was gradually contracted, and 
confined. to the Seed of ABRAHAM; 

" "I 3 and 
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and foretelling, that from them it ſhould 
at laſt be ſpread over 1 Face * the 
_ Earth, A | 
From ADAM to Baa Vis guld 
ed by his '"own Reaſon, joined to ſuch 
Traditions as he received from Ap AN 
concerning Gop and the Creation; which 
proved too weak a Denn nd his 
own vicious Inclinations. 
Though the Terrors ofthe i Bilge were 
added to the former Motives to a good 
Life, yet they all proved inſufficient ; and 
Noar was ſcarce dead, before a ſecond 
Deluge of Impiety ſpread itſelf amongſt 
Men. Which made the Almighty chuſe 
ABRAHAM, and ſet a carnal Seal'on him 
and his Poſterity, as Perſons deſigned 
by him, to preſerve the Honour of his 
Name and Worſhip, and to puniſh the 
Idolatry of other Nations: which was be- 
come very general, When the Children of 
Iſrael left Egypt: and ſuch is the Force 
of Cuſtom on Vulgar Minds; that even 
they 
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they were ſeduced; and prevalled on 
AARON to conſent to making the Golden x 
Calf in the Wilderneſs, 

The better to "ſecure Man againſt this 
Infatuation, and to preſerve Natural Re- 
ligion pure and undefiled, it now pleaſed 
Gop to aſſiſt his Reaſon by a written Law, 
delivered to Moszs, to remain to all Ge- 
nerations, Written by Gop on Tables of 
Stone; and delivered to Moses with the 
moſt awful and tremendous Signs of Di- 
vine Power in the Sight of all the Peo- 
ple; to be kept (as it deſerved) in the 
Ark of the Covenant, in the moſt facred 
Place of the Tabernacle and Temple, be- 
tween the Cherubims, and honoured with 
viſible Marks of the ** nn . 
Protection. N f 

'To ud abe of -Natural 
Religion, injoined by this Law. But as 
Men cannot join in Publick Worſhip with- 
out obſerving ſome outward Form, it is 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh ſome Form for the 
. Uſe 
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Uſe of the People.) Abbe F orm eſtabliſh- 
ed;by,MogEy was full, of Pomp and Cere- 
mon: intended . partly; that the People 
might. D think ĩt meaner than the Wor- 
ſhip of a the Adalatzous Nations round 
_ abquti them; chut principally, to diſtin- 
guiſh them tom thaſe Nations. For 
there) was ſcares a remony or Obſer- 
vange, hat whati was ordained to perpe- 
tuata the; Memoryſof ſome ſignal Mercy 
or Deliyerance, Which they had received 
then in Egypt ot ite Wilderneſs; and 
Which perhaps was to be a Type to Man- 
kind of ſome greater Mercy or Delive- 
rance, t come. But heſe 
cee in; themſelves alone, 
vain z ere burthenſome in the Peefor 
mages, ſome. Were temporary: others 
ware docal, as the coming annually to the 
Tabernacle or Temple to worſhip. Which 
Cesemonies, though neceſſary to Keep 
the Jews united among themſelves, and 
a diſtinct People from others for a Time, 
1 | * 
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are abſolutely incompatible with a Reli- 
gion that muſt be general to all Mankind. 
And Moses himſelf declares it a Form, 
that is to give place to a better; where he 
ſays, A Prophet ſhall the Lok p raiſe 
« up unto you, like unto me, from 
« among « you, even of thy Brethren; 
© unto him ſhall ye hearken. And Gov 
« will put his Words in his Mouth; and 
e he ſhall" ſpeak all that he \corhmands 
« him: and whoſoever will not heatken 
% to the Words, which he ſhall ſpeak 
© jn\Gop's Name, Gop' _— require It 
«. of hiv.” M 5 3 2 78 

Such are the Writings 6f Mos Es. 
Which not only bear in themſelves the 
Marks of a Divine Original: but are 
proved to be ſo by the Miracles attending 
their Promulgation; and by the Accom- 
pliſhment of many Prophecies contained 
in them; which are a ſtrong yg 
that the reſt will be r el 


1 
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When Moss was called by Gop; his 
——ä——— — the ri 
Buſh unconſumed, and by a Voice from 
Heaven; and a Rod was delivered to 
him, as the Enſign of his Power, by 
Which he performed moſt amazing Won- 
ders, in Egypt, the Red Sea, and the 
Wilderneſs. And when the Command- 
ments were delivered to him on Mount 
Sinai, there were Thunders, and Light- 
lings, and the Sound of the Trumpet 
exceeding loud: and all the People was 
afraid: and when they ſtood round the 
nether part of the Mount, it was all 
upon it in Fire; and all the Mount trem- 
bled exceedingly.” And when the Sound 


of the Trumpet blew long, and waxed 
louder and louder, Moss ſpake, and the 
Loxp anſwered him by Voice. 

Though all theſe things are very won- 
derful, yet are they inconteſtable. There 
is ſcarce a Miracle wrought by the Hand 
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of Mosxs , without, a Mutem aiWit. 
neſſes. All Eeppn- w, andh tn ele 
performed there; as did uslithe Fan- 
gregation of ISRA IV, thaſe in the WI 
derneſs. If theo People! had) nat ſeen 
them, Moss could nN have related 
which they bad ſon aud if ther Batple 
aſſembled had ſgen - thatb they could 
not afterwards den itheno m He Gail hne 
minds them of theſoc Mies 3: appeals 
1 them as Facts; which they had Jeen 

and could not degli andy which ere 
worthy to be hady in, ngmembrance, A 
ſuch they are heautifully, deſcribed, hy the 
facred Writers 3; and have been. juſtly. ge: 
lebrated through all Age ae, bal 
- Another Progf gf ythe Divine Hrigi 
nal of the eme Mosss is thei He- 
compliſhment of ' "the; F rgphecies 1 
tained in them. By that woe abr 
if the Long hath Token, . far he. de- 
clareth by Mosss, thet if, a. We 
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ſpeak i in his Name, and the thing come 
to paſs, the Prophet hath kt "rang 
preſurnptuouſly, LY 
I have before taken notice, that the 
Prop hecies of Moses relating to the Set- 
dene "of the Children of In ATL in 
Canaan, and to their Happineſs or 
iſery as they were obedient or diſobe- 


5 


ent to the Law, have” been accom- 


9 here re remains behind the great and 
Important Prophecy concerning the Mrs- 

An; of the Seed of the Woman, who 
is to bruiſe the Serpent“ 8 Head; of the 
Seed: of ABRAHAM, in whom all Na- 
tions are to be bleſted ; like unto Moses, 
whom they are to hear; Who is to ſpeak 
925 them all that Gop commands; and 
t whoſe Words if they do not hearken, 
9 will require it of chem. Let us 


Ain 


en conſider, if ſuch a Prophet has yet 


appeared ; « and if he has, , how _ 


005 | 
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Ends of his Miſſion have been . accom- 
p. e in oang 2 
The Author, who added the att 
Chapter of Deuteronomy to the Writings 
of Mosts, which gives an account of hi 
Death and Character, ſays,  ** that there, 
« aroſe not a. Prophet ſince in ISRAEL, 
« like unto him, whom the Lord knen 
« Face to Face; in all the Miracles an 
« Wonders which he ſent him to do in 
« the Land of Egypt; and in all that 
« mighty Hand, and all that great Fear, 
« which he wrought in the fight of all 
 « IsRAEL,” This is ſuppoſed to be added 
by EzR A after the Return from the Cap- 
tivity. Before the time of EzxA, Sa- 
MUEL, DAvip, Ex Ija, ELisma, and 
almoſt all the Prophets whoſe Writings 
are contained in the Bible, had appeared. 
Conſequently none of them could be 
the Mxss An: and far from claiming 
the Character, thoſe ſacred Writers, as 
well as Mosxs, foretell his Coming. From 
„ 
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the tire f /Maracay aſter the Captivi- 
tyoſthere appeared no Prophet till Jon 
the! Baptiſt; who expreſly declares he 
was\v not that Prophet, and not worthy 
tou unlouſe the Latthet of his Shoe; but 
that he was nrar at hand; meaning J x- 
suso of Nazareth ir thev only / Perſon, who 
eyer till chat time claimed the Title. 
Let us firſt examind what external Cir- 
cumſtances there aιτν to ſupport this 
Claim: and then; whether-it is . 
dy his Liſe and Doctfin ese 
But before I enter on this Subject, let 
me premiſe once for all, that I under- 
ſand everything ſaid in gcripture con- 
cetning: Irsus CHAT to relate to this 
Globe only: That Gon has © ordained. 
him the Guide, the Prophet, the Judge, 
the Prince, the Saviour,. and the Re- 
deemer of the Race of ADAM only: 
that as Man he ſuffered only for Men, 
and on Earth for Sins only committed on 


| 0 that Gop hath united him to 
1111W - himſelf 
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himfelf in a peculiar manner for thoſe 
purpoſes ; as he may have done other 
intelligent Beings in other Planets ſot 
ſimilar Ends. That the Son of D Avro 
has not, nor ever will have, more Aus! - 
thority there, than they have or dan! 
have here. And we may as well ex«? 
pe a Saviour or Prophet from Mercury 
or Jupiter, as they One from hence. 

This is, and ought always to be 
thought the genuine Interpretation f 
Scripture : and we ſhould not draw any 
other Concluſions from any general Ex- 
preſſions found there: for to make it 
contradict Nature is to deſtroy its A 
_ thority ; and to cauſe that, which righeby> 
underſtood is moſt rational, to be moſt 
abſurd and incredible cid 

That there was fuch a Perſon as Is 
of Nazareth can no more be doubted; 
than that there was ſach 2 Prince 8 
Auevs Ts CxSAR, in whoſe Reign he 
was both. "His Life is proved, by the 

Writings 
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Writings of his on Diſciples, who were 
Eye-witneſſes to the Particulars of it 
which they have related: by the concur- 
rent Teſtimony. of other Authors both 
Jewiſh and Pagan: by the Admiſſion and 
_ Confeffion of even the moſt inveterate 
Enemies to Chriſtianity : and by the num- 
ber of Chriſtians, who have ever ſince 
profeſſed this Religion, which could not 
have been at firſt taught and eſtabliſhed 
without ſome real Author of it. 
Tbe Life of JIxsus was not (like that 
of Moszs) writ by bimſelf, but by others. 
The Four Bvangeliſts are his Biographers ; 
and there are the ſtrongeſt Reaſons to 
convince us of the Truth of their Re- 
lation; and chat it is come down to us 
without any material Alterations. 
1. Two of the Evangeliſts were his 
Diſciples and Apoſtles, and Eye-witneſ- 
ſes of the Facts they relate. A Third 
Was a Companion of St. PETER, who 


was ſo: and the Fourth of St, Pavur, 
Who 


1 3 
N10 HILOSOPHI., 97 


wha had been miraculouſly, coth verted 

and inſtructed. Their Accpunts "ao 

publiſhed i in diſtant "Places 10 A 
Periods of Time, all ag! agree In the ei- 
pal Facts: and yet Yak appe 2 not 
to be copied ., each. 25 becaule 
each in ſome Inſtances tuppl 1. Sum- 
| ſtances omitted by the fel "The \ ri- 
tings of the other Apoltles. in the ew 
Teſtament bear witneſs | of their 
as cotemporary Jewith and Pa Pag 1 
ben de u de Tra vf . 
which in their Nature are of public” No- 

toriety, and which could not Cfcaþe 22 
Notice, if true. - The Apoftl &, white bn 
Earth, ſpent their Fe 21 in c6hVihe- 
ing the reſt of Mankind of che Truth ef 
it. They diſperſed themſelves Obel great 
part of the Globe to ng the Story ; 


in which, how diſtant! ſoever "8 | 
perſed, they all continued 0 agree. They 


told it in Languages they Had never learn 


ed; _ confirmed it by Vhiridtes, which 
H none 


| 
f 
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none elſe could perſorm; and tho” moſt 
of them Men of mean Fortune and Eduta- 
tion courageouſly aſſerted the Truth of 
it before the Rulers of the Earth; and 
voluntarily expoſed themſelves to Perſe- 
cution and to Death to ſupport the Cre» 
dit of it, Is it poffible to conceive, that 
Men generally ſo illiterate and low 
ſhould invent fuch 4 Story, and be at 
ſuch Labour and Pains, and perſiſt ſo 
obſtinately to impoſe it on Mankind, with- 
oat any View of wotldly Advantage to 
themſelves; but even to theit own De- 
ſtruction? or that whole Armies of Mar- 
tyrs in or near their Times, who had re- 
cent Evidence of what had paſſed, — 
be it with their Read? 


2. As the Evangelifts and Apoſtles were 
caretul to preferye the Memory of the 
Life and Actions of their Loxp and 
Mast Ex in their Writings ; their Follow- 

_ ers were no leſs careful to preſerve thoſe 
| ag As ſoon as "the Goſpels. were 

; publiſhed, 
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publiſhed, they carried Copies of them to 
the Perſons converted by the Apoſtles 
found them to agree with the Traditions 
defore delivered to them. Such Copies 
were kept with great Care: and in what 
diſtant and different Parts ſoever they 
have been ſince found, they have been 
found to agree with cach other, and with 
the Quotations made from them by the 
Fathers and other ancient Writers of the 
Church. And whatever little Variations 
may have crept in by the Erfor of 
Tranſcribers or Tranſlators,” or have been 
attempted by the blind Zeal of late Ages, 
no Writing of Antiquity is come down 
purer to us than the Goſpel, nor has any 
ſo many Proofs of . n and 
Authentick, * | 

This being premiſod; [Rs 8 
whether the Character of Ixsus, as ſet 
forth in the Goſpel, anſwers to that of 
2 MESIAH. yi; 
* 5 | The 


il 
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The MsssIAx was to be of the Houſe 
| of David: Jesvs in the Pedigrees ſet 
forth by St. Mar Tuxw and St. Lux E is 
derived from that Prince and his Houſe. 
The Mssian was to be born of 
a Virgin: Ixsvs is related to have been 
ſo. This is a Miracle; that is, an Event 
out of the common courſe of Nature. 
Nor are Miracles to be wondered at on ſo 
important and ſolemn an Occaſion: and 
that it pleaſed Gop to point out to Man- 
kind their Head and their Guide by pe- 
culiar Marks of Diſtinction to 1 * 

Arrival amongſt them. 

Many other Rephackes there are con- 
0 the Mzss1an, which the Evan- 
geliſts and Apoſtles (who were beſt ac- 
quainted with them) ſay were fulfilled in 
Ixsus. Such was his very Name: the 
Place of his Birth: the Maſſacre of the 
Children in Bethlehem: his Return out 

of Egypt: his Reſidence at Nazareth: 
_/ the Preaching of Jonx in the Wilder- 
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neſs :- his leaving Nazareth to dwell at 
Capernaum: his riding into , Jeruſalem 
on an Aſs with her Fole: the caſting out 
thoſe who bought and ſold i in the Tem- 
ple: his being ſold for thirty Pieces of 
Silver, which bought the Potters Field: 
the parting of his Garment, and caſting 
lots on his Veſture: his being crucified 
between Thieyes, and. numbered with 
Tranſgreffors : the giving him Gall to 
eat and Vinegar to drink: the not break- 
ing his Bones: the piercing his Side : and 
his not ſceing Corruption in the Grave. 

And Gop was pleaſed / ſtill more ma- 
nifeſtly to declare his Appearance on 
Earth by Miracles. An Angel foretold 
it to the Virgin. Angels notified j it to the 
Shepherds. A Star (i, e. Meteor) condutted 
the Wiſe Mep to the Place of it. | Voices 5 
from Heayen, proclaimed him the. Sap © 
of Gon and a Prophet, at. his Baptiſm, at 
his Transfiguration, and at his Appearance 
to St. Paur. Unnatural Darkneſs co- 

5 H 3 | vered 
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vered the Earth at his Death. And # 
great Earthquake rent the Veil of the 
Temple. He faſted forty Days. He 
walked on the Sea. Was transfigured 
before” ſome of his Diſciples, Was ſcen 
by them and five hundred others at once 
after his'Death. Viſibly aſcended from 
Earth, and 'difappeared from amongſt 
Men. And afterwards appeared in a 
Viſion” to St. Paul going to Damaſcus : 
ee St. Jon in the _ of 
Patmos. 

It any further Proof is e . 
Jesus was the Mess tAu, we may appeal 
to his Character, his Life, his Miracles, 
; his Prophecies, and his Doctrine. 
I. He was himſelf a Pattern of thoſe 


Virtues, which he recommends to his 
Followers: and the only Perſon of the 
Race of Aba free from Sin. His fu- 

Worth drew on him Hatred, Ma- 
lice, and perſecution; to which he made 


| no other return than Patience and For- 
giveneſs. 


| Rr tote Pryor 193 
giveneſs. And when he could have called 
for Legions of Angels to bis Aid, be 
yielded himſelf up to the moſt. oruel Ins 
dignities and Torments, and prayed: for 
the Prophet deſcribes him, a Man of 
Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief. He 
was deſpiſed, and we eſteemed bim not. | 
He was opprefied, and he was-efflifted, 
yet he opened not h Mouth. He was 
brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter; 
and as a Sheep before her Shearers was 
dumb. He did na Vialence, neither was 
any Deceit in his Mouth, Vet it nleaſod 
the Lord to bruiſe him, and to put him 
fering for Sin: he was wounded for our 
Iniquities ; the Chaſtiſement af our Peace 
was upon him, and by his Stripea we are 
nnen; it ee — in the 
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i very "general Notion of Expiation of 
Sins by Sacrifice) in this Inſtance to make 
the only Man that ever was without Sin 
to attone for the Sins of Mankind. 
2. His Life was one continued Scene 
of laudable and benevolent Actions. He 
went about doing good; and inſtru Ring 
Men how to behave in this Life ſo as 
to be happy in the next, that Life bf 
Immortality, TI bee —_ 
 thro''his Goſpel,” 117 = 1% 2 
3. Many ker Miracles he FR 
formed to prove the Truth of his Miſſion 
and Doctrine, and which proved Him to 
be mote than Man; with Powers exceed- 
ing human. He ſhewedä a Power of Cre. 
ation; by multiplying the I 5 . md 
Fiſhes? of alter ing che Qualities of Bo- 
dies, by changing the Water into Wine: 
of changing their ſpecifie Gravity; by 
Walking on the Seal: over the vegetable 
Part of the Globe; by blaſtihg the "Fig- 
: Tree: Cover" the watery Tribe, by de 
Sec 1 wonderful 
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wonderful Drauglit of Fiſhes, and by 
taking of the Fiſh with the Tnbute 
money: over terreſtrial Animals, by the 

Swine running headlong into the Sea: 
over higown Mind, by reſiſting all Occa- 
ſion and Temptation of 8in: over his own 

Body; by faſting forty Days; by his 
Transfiguration/; by his Reſurrection; 


others, byſ curing of Lunatic, and by 
caſting out Devils or (as I imagine) cu- 
ring of thoſe: who were furĩouſſy mad: 
Diſeaſes; the Leper, the Woman with 
the bloody lffue; tlie Deaf) the Dumb 
the Lame, and the Blind; and by xaiſing 
LAzaxus andothersfiomthe Drad. And 
how were theſe Miracles performed? by . 
no other Means than his Will or his 
Word ; often in the Ahſence of the Far- 
ties, an Evidence that his Power was not 
confined to Things near at hand; as his 

Prophecies are, that he knew future as well 


and by his: Advendon over the Minde ur a: 
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.- WS. Things. They were not = 
NN mes —— 2,908 

Fame of them went through Pale 5 

3 Multitudes reſorted te _ 
i brivghe Perſons to be cured 
pros of Diſcaſes : che Perſons 2 
ee liſhed the Facts, of which ſeveral 
_ remained living Witneſſes IP 
Years: after Cuxisr's Death and o_ 
_ teſted, that the moſt PO = 

- Ri 1 could not deny them; 
IT 2 Subterfuge, than to aſcribe 

. as the 3 
wg he caſt out Devils by Belzebub 
e tion equally weak and wicked, 
1 which is confuted and 2 * 
4 The Prophecies ee _ 
a wo his biste, ue 
2 NOIR or 1 — 


e 


bao Whol 
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1. As to himſelf: he foretold, that he ; 
thould be betrayed to the Chief Prieſts, 
and unto the Scribes, and that they ſhould 
condemn him to Death, and ſhould deli- 
ver him to the Gentiles to mock, to ſcourge 
amd to erucify him; and that the third 
Day he ſhould rife again. And that all 
the Tribes of the Earth ſhould fee him 
come again in the Clouds with Power and 
great Glory. The firſt Part of theſe Pro- 
phecies have been fulfilled : nnd is an 
Earneſt that the laſt will be fo. ar: 
2. As to his Diſciples : Wet Binh 
Things relating to ſome of them in parti- 
cular : as that one that fate with him at 
Meat ſhould betray him: and that Prrrn 
ſhould deny him thrice: before the Cock 
crew. Others he foretold of them in ge- | 
neral : as that they ſhould: be hated and 
perſecuted ; delivered up to che Council, 
and ſcourged in the Synagogues ; that 
they ſhould be brought- before Kings. and 


Governours for his Sake; and that it 
| ſhould 


: * 


WY 1 PII oso RT. 
ſhould be given in the ſelf ſame Hour 


what they ſhould ſpeak, Theſe Predic- 


tions were fully verified. The Diſciples, 
convinced of the Importance of his Miſ- 
bon, and of che Truth of his Docrine, 
were not diſcouraged by any Danger from 
purſuing his Orders. As he told them it 
was enough for the Diſciple to be as his 
Maſter, they took up his Croſs, and fol- 
lawed him. They boldly entered on their 
Office : what he told them ji ws Daxkneſs 
they ſpoke in the Light; and what they 
heard in the Ear they preached on the 


Houſe- tops. They aſſerted his Doctrine 


before the Rulers of the Earth; and, il- 
literate as they were, they wanted neither 
Argument or Language to defend it; for 
it happened, as he had foretqgld, that it was 
not. they that ſhould ſpeak, but the Spirit 
of the Father. They relied on Providence 
for: their Guard, having learned from him, 
that the Hairs of their Head were all num- 
bered, and chat not a Sparrow fell to the 

Ground | 
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Ground without the Father, and that they 
were of more Value than many Sparrows. 
They feared not thoſe who could kill the 
Body only, being perſuaded, that he who 
loſeth his Life for CHRIST'S Sake ſhould 
find it. And they confirmed their Do- 
trine by the Miracles which, he had aſſur- 
ed them, if they wanted not Faith, they 
ſhould perform. | 

3. As to the Jews: be foretold, that of 
the Temple of Jeruſalem there ſhould not 


be left one Stone upon another, which 


ſhould not be thrown down. That the 
Enemies ſhould caſt a Trench about je- 
ruſalem, and compaſs her round, and keep 
ber in on every Side, and lay her even 
with the Ground, and that they ſhould 
not leave in her one Stone upon another. 
All which was fulfilled when it was * 
ſtroyed by TITuvs. 

4. As to the Chriſtians: he 1 
that in the Courſe of his Goſpel falſe 
Chriſts and falſe Prophets ſhould ariſe, 
h | who 
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who ſhould ſhew Signs arid Wonders, to 
ſeduce, if poſſible, even the Elect. 81 
Mon Macvs, and many fince have veri- 
fied the fieſt' Part of this Prophecy, and 
Manor the laſt.” He likewiſe foretold, 
that Men ſhould fay, See here, or fee 
there! lo here is CnRtST, or there? but 
he commands them not to believe it; fbr 
the Kingdom of Gop cometh not with 
Obſervation (or outward 'Shew) but is 
within you. [How neteſmary was this 
Caution] 'when we reflect how this Pro- 
phecy has been verified by the Pretenſions 
of all the different Seas of Chriſtians ; 
| particularly of the Pope, who calls hin- 
ſelf the Vicar of Cux15T; and is ealled by 
others Antichriſt. Again, though out 
. Siviour his declared, that the Doctrine 
of his Goſpel was Love and Peace, yet he 
ſoretold it would not entirely have that 
Effect: and that he was come; not to give 
Peace, but Diviſion and a Sword: that 


eee en betty ove ana 
that 


RTO Put.osoemr; 111 
that Brother ſhould betray Brother to 
Death; the Father the Son; and Chil. 
dren rife up againſt their Patenta and 
cauſe them to be put to Death; and that 
Iniquity ſhould aboand. This Prophecy 
has been very ſufficiently. verified ;. and 
Perſecution for Religion (which was little 
known before the Goſpel) has been car- 
ried to the greateſt Exceſs of Cruelty, at 
firſt by the heathen Emperors againſt the 
Chriſtians, and ſince by the different 
Secs of 'Chriſtians' againſt each other. 
Laſtly, he foretold, that the Goſpel ſhould 
be preached in all the World, for a Wit- 


ness e Mieten dell erin 


come. Though the Goſpel has been al- 
ready preached in many different Patts of 
this Globe, yet the Prophecy is far from 
being at this Time compleated; and there- 
fore we. need not expect the Diſſolution 
of the World (that is, of Mankind) pet 


for this Generation (that is, the Race of : 


ADAM) GERD till all theſe 
Things 


- 
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Things (of which the general preaching 
of the Goſpel is one) be fulfilled. Hea- 
ven and Earth ſhall paſs away, (that is, 
this Generation ſhall be taken from the 
Barth) hut my Words ſhall not paſs a- 
way; that is, the Goſpel ſhall afterwards 
remain, as the Record of the Trial and 
Sentence of the preſent Race of Men: 
and the Moral Precepts of it are eternal. 
g. As to Mankind in general: he fore- 
Gia iv eceting again in Glory to judge 
the whole Race of Mankind: the End of 
them here: the Separation of the Righ- 
teous from the Wicked: a future State of 
Happineſs for the firſt, and of Miſery for 
the laſt. Theſe Prophecies remain to be 
fulfilled ;'and 1 _ enlarge upon them? in 
another Place. PAP RBI Ou 

9; — Mis Dodeies 
of  Cur1$T : What he commands ADS 
done, and what to be believed, = 
He informs the World, that he is not 
come to deſtroy the Law, but to fulfill it : 
intimating 
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intimating that he is the great Prophet 


foretold by Mosxs, who was to teach Men 


eee 
to Gop and Man. 

nie With -cegard 20:Gop,, He eſtabliſhes 
that firſt and great Commandment of the 
Law, as neceſſary to eternal Life, to love 
Gop with all the Heart, Soul, Strength 


and, Mind. He tells us, to fear him Who 


is not only able to deſtroy the Body, but 
to caſt the Soul into Hell. He directs us to 
pray, but not to be ſeen of Men: to pray 
in the Cloſet and i in ſecret, becauſe Gop 
ſeth in ſecret : not to uſe, vain Repeti- 


tions, becauſe he knoweth what we have. 


need, of before we aſk : and that we, may 


not addreſs the Supreme Beipg improper- 
ly, he hath furniſhed us with a moſt ſhort, 


excellent, and comprehenſive Form. He 


bath: preſcribed no particular Form of 


publick Worthip ; ; but hath left it to the 


Choice of every particular Perſon i in pri- 


yate, and of every Country 1n Public. He 
F © neither 
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neither conſined himſelf or others to par- 
ticular Times or Places of Worſhip. He 
reſted net on the Sabbath from doing 
Good. He taught not only in the gyna- 
gogue and Temple, but om the: Mountain, 
on the Sea, and in the Wilderneſs. God 
dwells not in Temples made vvith Hands, 
but in the Heart; therefore his Worſhip 
is not local z but, like that) of CHR IST, 
may be exetciſtd alle in every Part of this 
Globe. To ſerve Gob, rb Man need go 
to & Temple at Jeruſalem, a Moſque at 
Mecca, or St. PrTE IS at Rome: G 
hath erected his Temple in the Heart of 
Man, and conſequently can in no Part af 
the World be deſtitute of Places 5 7 > 
bur ere ben de Men. MJ 21; ft ovil ot 
1 tegard to ather Men. = 
teaches. — 40 Benevolence. To ibek 
on all Mankind. of what Nation os Sect 
ſoevet, as ort Neighbours ; aud ke the 
good Samaritan, to aſſiſt them. To love 
them as ourſelves. To do to them, as we 


* 
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would they fhiould do unte us: Wer 
to judge others, leſt we be. udgtd ? 
Not to ſet their Faults, and be Hund t 
our c.]. Not td be angry with dur 
Brother vvithdut a Cauſe; but to lo e 
even our Enemies. Not to ecurſe Huf 
Brother, or call Him Fool; but to les 
thoſe who curſe us Not to fetaliate Ina 
juties,” or reſiſt Bvil, but to lim that 
emitetlr us on the right Cheek, to turn 
the other alſo. To do Good to them that 
hate us. To pray for them that de- 
ſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute us. To 
forgive an offending Brother not ſeven 
times only, 8 dut ſeventy times ſeven; the 
Condition on which Gop/ will forgive us. 
To Hive thus peaceably with others; and 
to be Peace - makers amongſt others, with 
the Promiſe of a Bleſſing, if we ate fo. 
This is our Duty to others, as private 
Men. As Members of the State, we are 
to SW unto S the Things that are 
1054 emden Mn CaZar's; 
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Cagan's; Tributa ta whom, Tribute -is 
due; Honour 60 whom Hopnapr. * Jo b 


With regard 50 \ Man's eu H 
wrarhgs.cus 38 beef in, Spirit, week 
merciful, poor, in Ferst hwngring- and 


thirſing alter Rightcopſneſs, ang exceed- 
oY ang ne 
it's Ee. dur carnal Affec- 


tions, ſo as oy to Jook,on a Woman to 


luſt after her. We are to let our Light 


ſhine before Men, that they may ſee our 
good Works; but not to be oſtentatious 
of them. When we do Alms, we are 
not to let the Leſt- hand know what the 
Right-hand doth. When we pray, tis 
not to be in the Corners of the Street, but 
in the Cloſet. When we faſt, tis nt to 
be with. a ſad, but a chearful Counte- 

nance. We are not to be like the Seribes 
and Phariſees, who do all their Works 
to be ſeen of Men; make broad their Phi- 


lacteries; enlarge the Borders of. Their 


Garments.; love the uppermoſt Rooms at 
Feaſts 3 


Reftero Prrtogorur, T1) 
Feaſts; and chief Seats in die Synagogues ; 
and Greetings ino the Market ; apd to be 
called of —— Rabbi. Rabel, We ein- 
not N Gov Aid Aiittian Areſore 
are Hot td l/ u Tg Mr es Of ich i 
in HW "ghd vet be kggellble fbr 
Food dt Eline hb; "St vert rap . — 
e Af 18 W it 
ed l Prov cenie for K are 
td 42 6085 Reither FAR? MAKE Son, dr 
Datel, kene chan CU Wet 
totake ü Di Croft 180 olle Ein ie 
Wert Ki oe Rightoouit She) 
for tft His "THe" (i. faves 
i in ff Wolle "by" echt 48 
loſe i K. &. in 4 future” state) Püt; he 
chat 46feth wh Life (l. Ef 1 Marty?) for 
bis Sake, an fd (i e. be" etethilly 
happy. HUI 8 1d. bel S + 
9 i de 5 03 petfect Syſttin Mo. 
rity that wer Was f propoled nl Wor: 
«5 brit Hieit Propbet fotetbld'by Mo- 
io "who was to teach them all they were 


5 to 
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to do, and whom they were to hear. A 
Religion, not like the ſewiſh, requiring 
many vain Ceremonies; and external Per- 
formaiices; but only a zight Diſpoſition of 
of it's Faculties. It initins hut tuo Cere- 
monies, in their on Nature iitliſftrent, 
as Seals or Marks on it'si\Profeſlors, to 
teſtify to the Wotld their Faith and the 
Author of it? neither of them burden 
ſome; but both caſy to be performed in 
any Part- of the World. The one is to 
be baptized in the Name of the FaTuzs, 
Som, and Horx Guos r: the other ſome- 
times to eat Bread. and drink the Cup, in 
Remembranet of CHRIST and his Suffer- 
ings for Mankind. mals 73 / Hee ö 
Theſe Things the Obriſtian Religion 
requires to be done. What does it re- 
quire Men to believe : One Gon: chat 
Gop diſtinguiſhed into FATHER, Sox, 
and Horx v Gnosr: that Sox taking or 
222225 memlels an of the Houſe of 


Davip 
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Davin to be the eternal Frinem of Man- 
Kind 5. that Ins pen heretofore: inſtuucting 
and dying ot. Man. nõο/)Ü˙¾id aichtereof 
Glory intecceding o ſar him with: Gan, 
hereaſtertto come again tale his Judge, 
and to. take. with chim all the Righteous 
of the Race af ADA’ into Manga of 
everlaſting Blifs.i 2 ld vas wg wn! 
This is the general Subſtance of the 
Chriſtian: Faith contained 7.in Seripture. 


ral Creeds which have been: formed for 
the Uſe and Eaſe. of the Genemlity of 
Mankind, who are not able to make ſuch 
Abſtracts for themſelves. Cxeeds ate hu- 
man Compoſitions; and thereſorę of no 
Authority. They are no further to be 
attended to than they are warranted by 
Scripture, which is the ſale Rule of 
Faith. They may be propoſed, but can- 


not be impoſod. e 
4 ou 


5 
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ſhould compare them with the Goſpel, 
to ſee if they be! agreeable-ta it. Of this 
a. Man muſt judge for;him(elf,, He can 
have no other Opinion than his own: 
others cannot think for: him, nor he for 
them. If he differs in Opinion from an- 
other concerning any Mode or Circum- 
ſtance of any abſtruſe and myſterious Ar- 
ticle of the Chriſtian Faith, he does no 
more than different Popes, Synods, and 
Councils have; dons! before on the ſame 
Points. He only cxerciſes that Liberty 
which CNS ao.] . He allows Men 
tali conjetcture, but not i tui decide ſuch 
Points! which: he A not plenſeil fully to 
rental. 10 Thoſe Glimmerings of Light 
vehich=he hath afforded- us concerning 
them, are Tntichations that what we can- 
ndt>plainlyzdiſcern here, will be diſcloſed 
to us hereafter. Let a Man think as he 
pleaſts About the Myſteries of Chriſtiani- 
ty if he conforms but his Actions to the 
Tala 6 the firſt he can 


Minor |, - hurt 
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hurt neither himſelf nor others; by che 
laſt he will 'moſt certainly benéfit both. 
In delivering his" Opinionyton theſe: MV. 
ſteries, let hit de dhiaritable> ao wing to 
others the f ſatis! Liberty ef Seßtiment 
which he aſſumeb to himſelf viletſhim be 
humble not perdthpterily deciding be- 
yond vchat the: Soripture hath decided: 
but-lebahimi-becohfidentiofloned hing, 
that. though ĩt: may co many Things 
above his Ompreheniſion ic ah contain: 
nothiug repugnant to eaſ n. 
The Fenets which principally diſtin- 
others, àndt uf which Men could have no 
Conception or Idea by thꝭ Light of Na- 
ture; relate; 1% Tonthe Deity: 2. To 
the Union of CnHν S tothe Deity: 3. 
To a Reſurrection and judgment preced- 
ing a ſure tis e 
As to the firſt, God, whoſe, Nature is 
incomprehenſible, hath been pleaſed to 
reveal to us, that there are three Perſons 
in 
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_ inthe Godhead: not three: diſtin Qua- 
lities or Attributes only, hut three diſtinct 
intelligent Agents; for>diftin& Actions 
aud Oſficrs are aſcribed ta them, which 
oduld not bet Qualities or. Attributes, 
but uſt be toiPerſons ord intelligent A- 
gents. Theſe three "Perſons! tas 
bunenz bot afh diftind:©v hatelligerce and 
in Operation alwayt willing the fame; 
and always acting in Harmony. They 
are often expreſly--mentioned-together in 
Scripture: the whole Tenor of the Scrip- 
ture implies that they are diſtinct : and 
the Seripture would! be unintelligible, if 
they are not conceived to be ſo: and that 
all Nations ſhould en eive them to be ſo 
vas the Intention of: CuR Is, when he 
of the FAT, Sox, and Hor Y Gnosr. 
Þ.tft!The'FaTaurr:3/delfcxiſtent; and ſu- 
Preme, — FFT and ide 
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Fountain of all; Power, and in the wa | 
exalted Senſe G.. 2 

The Sox is. derived (er begotten) from 
the FATHER alone s. and receiving bis Ber 
nally Gon, but Gap. of-Gop. Having 
been with the FaTaee from the Begin- 
ning, that is, befoxe all other Beings or 
Worlds, and before even, all- Computation 

of Time, Jn which Seuſe only he xter- 
nal; not in the moſt; abſolute Senſt . 
the Epithet is aſeribed toi the FaTuss ; 
for tho! htvigcbef@re.all Worlds, he; muſt 
be afitnthe!Farmuze, :btrauſe/hoidenives 
his Exiſlence: fron lim. He ig begotten, 
not made; that is, he is uf the fame 
ſence with the Far em Mh he 
derives his Exiſtente ::-and/the>Bxpreſ- 
fion (begotten) iq uſed to convey aht Ader 
to us: fof in our Conceptianyrigmery 
Thing that ig begbtteng is of the Name 

Nature wilh tliat arhich beget ae bt 

. is of the ſame Na- 
ture 
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Ixsus was: conceived CopupokTER . 
ſent by the . wid Ge Soy ; | to wo- m 
ralize and ſancti ſorld. Whe 9 


wy Jy! Who 


continue with . 1055 at is, afſiſt | 
to conduct them into the Fay of you 
until, * walk be remored from di 
A 
As the two laſt Perſons anne their Ex- 
iſtence and Authority from the Far HER, 
they are; fibordinate to him, who, is the 
only ſupreme Gop, who governs all Things 
by their Miniffation, and by and through 
them is worſhipped and ; for as 
Caz1sT himfelf bath ſaid, and dire d 
us to ſay, His is the Kingdom, the Power, 
and the Glory, for ever and cher, But 
tho' the other Perſons are ſubordinate: to 
the FATHER, yet we conceive them to be 
1 of 


4 9 * 1 Iv mig 44.4 — —— > — y —- ” 
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of- the fame Nature and PerfeQtions : in 
which Senſe, and in which alone, the 
tie Perſons can be ſaid or underſtood to 
be co-equal, STD 2Birgic) x | 
Fos in other reſpects as the Son him- 
ſdfthath' declared, the Fa rHxx is greater 
than he. The Fa TARR is Gob of himſelf, 
_ thatorther Perſons Gon of Gb The FA- 
uu ſelf-exiſtent, the others deriving 
their Exiſtence from him. Some Things 
none knoweth fave the FarHER only; 
others he hath fevealed to the Sox alone. 
Th&'Patrwer-doth' whatſoever he plea- 
ſth} the Se, only what he ſeeth the Fa- 
uu de: the Sow and Hor v SPIRIT in 
al-Pfinss performing his Will, The 
Sabcis NE (of commiſſioned) by the Fa- 
He; dhe Hot V Ones (er- CoMreR- 
11 by the Fa Te x and the Se: and 
he that ſends is greater tham him that is 
ſent. Phat Expreffton therefore ih the 
Athinaf# Creed! cht ndne &f the Per- 
; ſons is before or after other, none greater 
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dr leſse than the other, but their Glory 
equal, isi ſtarot reeoncileable to Scriptins 
or too reconcile it, muſt be umdetſtood 


with great Limitations. ALenp oro 96 
This Idea which we reteive tom Serif). 
ture, of three Divint Perſons ſuhſiſting til 


gether.1from Eternity in the Gadhead, ni 
more ebeurful tian that of a Deity exiſt. 
ing from Etetnity, withont any Commu⸗ 
dieatiori of bis Ideas.'bafore the Creation 
of the Univerſe. 517 ee Afwons Jr 
It gives us; alſo a more exalted Notos 
of the Theocracy, ur Gon's Government 
of the-Univerſc:| when we confider; the 
other twa Perſons performing the high: 
Behefts ofthe FATHER, and by bis Orden 
co- Operating with him in the Creation, t 
Preſeryation, and Sanctification, not o 
of mira Saasen. 
Patt g, Nate, f e c od 
But there, will always remain emo greg, 
Diffcultirs in the Doctrine of the Trip ;, 
ty. 1, How it is conſiſtent with the Uni- 


' 2. 
- 
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ty of the Godhead. 2. How it is con- 
ſiſtent with the Eternity of the So and 
Hol r Guosr. dee 

To reconcile it to the Linde, we are to 
believe, 1. That notwithſtanding there 
are three, diſtinct Perſons or intelligent 
Agents in the Godhead, which we are 
not to conſound, yet, as is ſaid in the 
Athanafian Creed, we are not to divide 
the Subſtance, which ſtill remains but 
one : for the Divine Effence, being ſpiri- 
. tual, cannot be divided; and being infi- 
nite, cannot be multiplied. . The Sow is 
faid to be in the Boſom of the FaTauzr; 
that! is, wherever the FATuzR is, there 
is the Sox, and there too is; the Hor x 
GuosT,” This is very difficult for us to 
ao who borrow | qur Ideas from 
vigble Objects here below : and no Pa- 
rallel can be made from created Things. 
All created Beings. occupy particular Parts 
of Space, and are each ſeparated in Place 
from the other: the Godhead, goes 
: through 


* 
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through all Spgee, and copſequently each 
Perſon in ; muſt de ever and throughout 
united. We cannot conceiye three Mea 


in this man one, or to be 

Place at IIS e time We * 
conceive ons Man to hay ve thtee 
three UndgrRgndings, dt bre oe Os 
three Men tg have ane Soul, "one Ut; 
ſtanding, ar MI. Ms cannot WW 
ceive three Men; ot even ane Man, al. 
ways to.haye. the ſeme Thoughts and 
clinationsz Mu three Men to know - 
bee e nene of exp cbr 
But God's: Nature is not Ike n Nas 
ture; his Thoughts lie Man's 2 
his Ways like Man's Ways; his Mags i 
unſearchable,; his Coynfels impenerble- 
and hig Nature ipcorpprebegfble,.. B 
not for Man to geplain,ghis Mydery,,or 
to ſay, it i or it Is bot thus. As ps 
at firſt diſcoxered to bim in Scripture, 
that he can know of i it he muſt learg from 


thenee, and muſt not be wiſe beyond | 
750199 k | what 


* 
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What is there written, 2, As the three 
Perſons are but one in Eſſence; ſo are 
they but one in Will and in Harmony of 
Action; the Sow and Hol v GHOST always 
either co- N the Fa rN EB, or 
performing his Will. | 
The other. Difficulty. with ns * the 
Trinity, is the Eternity of the Sox and 
Hor Gnosr. For we are at a loſs to 
| copceive;; how Perſons, who derive their 
— Exiſtence, from another, /fhould always 
hure been; or got aſeribe a Priority. to 
him, from whom, they deriye their Exi- 
lente. We can; gonceive thameto hape 
been, as St. Jon ſays, in the Beginning, 
3 before au thing was made: or, as the 
Nicene Creed expreſſes it, before all 
Worlds aue may imꝑute to them a Du- 
ration-beyond What either the Force of 
hnagihation or Numbers can reach: but 
whem we have done all, we can ſcarce 
ſay; as the Athanaſian Creed does, that 


none * the, Perſons are before or after 
2811 2 other: 


, 
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het: or hen it fays they are cb. eter- 
nal, aſcribe the fame Sort öf Eternity to 
the two läſt as to tie Fü ruft. When 
ever WE contemplate "this Point, we muſt 
be ſenſible, that we cantiot comprehend it 
in this Life ; and that the Line of our Un- 
derſtanding is "thinch toe Thallow to fi 
thom the Depths 6f Eternity. It is fo 
feient for CHriſtians to believe, that there 
are three Ferſons in one Godhead, The 
Nature ef the Deity is above Mad Com- 
prehegſibnh, as well as the Manner of the 
Co-txiſtence of the three Petſchs in it. 
When Men therefore attempt to explain 
any Part of this Myſtery, it is only pro- 
poling' aii Ophnon which the reſt of 
Mankind are at Liberty to receive or re- 


je; The Seriptate is the Standard, by 
which fuck Explicatiohs are to be tried. 
And whether they are agrecable to Serip- 
mute every one mit judge for himſelf; le 
is arrogant in any to infiſt on their own 
Senſe as 4 neceiſary Rule of Faith ; and 


K 2 impious 
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impious and unchriſtian to. curſe others, 
if they do not believe it. Theſe things 
Pere revealed r not 
| P and contentious. 5 

The next Tenet, hich diſtinguiſhes 
the Chriſtian Religion, is the Union of 
Jzsvs- to the ſecond Perſon of the Deity, 
by vrhich he became both Gon and Max, 
or one Cukisr. An ineffable Myſtery, 
as well as the Trinity! on which Men 
may diſpute, but which they can never 
explain. This, as we are told in Serip- 
ture, was performed by the Operati 
of the HoLy Gnosr: therefore he i is 
ſaid, in che Apoſtles, Creed, to be con- 
ceived, in the Nicene, to be incarnate, 
by the Hor v Gnos r. In. what Manner 
exceeds our Comprehenſion z if we can 
not comprehend how Man is conceived 
in the natural Courſe, we certainly, can- 
not this miracuolus Conception: if we 
cannot tell how the Soul is united to the 
Body, much leſs can we explain how the 
uo rel - 1 Body 


* 
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Body and Soul of Ixsvs was united to the 
Deity. I think the cleareſt Explanation, 
that is to be found, of this abſtruſe Point, 
is in the Athanaſian Creed, viz. That 
our Lonxp Ixsus Cuxisr, the Sem of 
God, is Gop and Max. Gop, of the 
Subſtance. of the -FaTautr, begotten 
before the Worlds; and Man, of the 
Subſtance of his Mother, born in the 
World. Perfect Gop, and perfect Man, 
of a reaſonable Soul and human Fleſh 
ſubſiſting. Equal to the FaTyzr, as 
touching his Godhead ; and inferior to 
the FATHER," as touching his Manhood. 
Who, although he be Gop and Man, 
yet he is not two, but one CurIs7.” One; 
not by Converſion of the Godhead into 
Fleſh; but by taking the Manhood into 
Gop. One altogether; not by Confu- 
ſion of Subſtance, but by Unity of Per- 
ſon. For as the reaſonable Soul and 
Fleſh is one Man, fo Gop and Max is 
one CurrsT.— Theſe Words (according 
K 3 to 
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yt Apprehenſion) intend to ſhe 

th e eee iraculouſly we 
Gals gin; Mary, _was in a peculiar 
Man hy the rod Doren i 
he Godhi di, That by ch Uaida 2 
2 he : Cuprs7;-0r the Auburn ” 
, N e. eine an 1 
deem, 1 judge and ebe 
* 1 2 As! the Union of Soul 
—_ poſe but one Perſon, or one 
ki * ſo the Union of the Saul and Bod 
3 the ſecond Perſon in 4 
phage compoſed but one eie 
Bog HRIS T. What, ag the Sou 4 
Y of a;Man, which are of r 
e 9 ſo whilſt united; 

FX iof:Je$r 
ere both of; a different 3 
1 tat Saeed leer they 
ws 2 bor ce 3 = 
could be converted into Man, or Man 
into 
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into Gop. The Manner of this Union 
cannot be better exprefſed; than by W 
ing, it was not by Converſion of the God- 
head into Fleſh, but by taking the Mane 
hood into Gop, in whom all Things are 
contained. Not by Confuſion of Sub 
ſtance (divine and human) but by Ubi, 
of Perſon ; that is, by uniting the Perſsti 
of Jesvs (and of Jesvs only, felected 
from all Mankind) to the Godhead” in d 
more peculiar Manner, and were w 
mately than all ocher Men. 

On this myſterious Subject Men tis 


been led into great Confulion and Per | 


plexity by two Things: 1. By not full! 
ciently attending to the Diſtinction oy 
tween the Jon of Gop (the 1 ſecond: Per 
ſon of the Trinity) begotten of his Pas 
THER before all Worlds, and IJrsbs (Who, . 
by being peculiarly united to that Perſon, 
is likewiſe” called the Son of Gop) born 
in the World. 2. By imagining, that 
by ſuch Union Cu RSH became Loxn of 
the Univerſe ; ; whereas his Commiſſion 
K 4 extends 


kent Race of Mankind. 
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extends. only to our Planet, and the pre- 


The Athanafian Creed is july blame 
oh for ſetting up a human Compoſition, 
as the "Standar of Salvation; and for re- 
quiring an implicit Belief of the Tenets 
contained in it under the Penalty of Dam- 
nation. When many have thought ſome 
of f thoſe Tenets very doubtful, and others 
repugnant to Scripture. - But notwith- 
7 ſtanding theſe glaring Imperfections, the 
Methods it proceeds in is better than either 
that of the Nicene or Apoſtles Creed. 
For * ficſt treats of the three- Perſons i in 
the Godhead, and afterwards of the In- 
_ carnation or thking of Jesus i into the God- 
head, and uniting him to the ſecond Per- 
ſon of it. Whereas the other tvro Creeds, 
without previouſly ſetting forth. the Tri- 
- nity, inſert the Name 6f Ixsvs between 
the F ATHER and the *HoLy + GrosT. 
Which, if not propetly attended to, and 
explained, may make the Generality of 
People confound the two Natures in 
| ana ; 


# * - 3-7 7 . 
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CHRIST 3 the divine, which exiſted he- 
fare the World; and the human, Which 
was taken into or united to the divine at 
the Time of the Incarnati ng. 

The Nicene Creed, aſter profeſſing a 
Belief in the FATAHRR, proceeds thus: 
« And in one Lorp.Je$ys: nx isx, the 
* only begotten Sox. of, Goh: begotten 
« of his Fa rRHER before all Worlds z Gon 


of Go, &, being -of one Subſtance 


„with the FarngR. Which muſt be 
thus underſtooll, viz, That Jaus Custer 
was the only Man, who became the Som 
of Gap, by being at, the. time of the In- 
carnation united t the only begotten Sow, 
begotten: of his F ATHER before all Worlds, 
Goy of,Gop, af ge. Subſtance with the 
FAaTB8R-12:For Jasus, a a Max, was 
born. in Bethlehem, af the Suhſtance of . 

The Apoſtles Creed, without ſaying 
any thing of the, ſecond. Perſon. of the 
een begotten before all Worlds, af- 


ter 
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ter the Fx TEX AlMfonrTv, immediately 
names © Jxsvs CurisT, his only be- 
gotten Sen, our Lord, who was con- 
ec ceived by the HoLy GrosT, born of 
* the Virgin Mary.” 80 that an igno- 
rant Perſon” in reading this Creed would, 
from-the literal Senſe of the Words, ima- 
gine; that before Jesvs was. born, there 
wasno only begotten Son of Gop ; as he 
might'in reading the Nicene, that Jesvs 
was begotten before all Worlds. 
The true Senſe in which Jxsus in 
Seripture is called the Sow, and only be- 
gotten Son of GOD: is, 1. As he is united 
to the only begotten Sow, or ſecond Per- 
ſon of the Trinity. 2. As he is the only 
Man of the Race on Avan that ever 


was ſo; - - Larne - 
a Buvalhough —— over 
thus united, we muſt not from thence 


conchade, that is the only intelligent 
or rational Being, that ever has been, or 
will be ſo. The Sow, or ſecond Perſon | 
IN of 
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the Trinity, is under the FATARR, and 
by his Order, the Inſtructor, Redeemer, 
Judge, and King of all ſuch Being not 
only on our Globe, but i dn every Globe, 
and in every, Quarter of the Unisatſe + as 
order to inſtruct, redeem, judge and go- 
vern the Race of Apany be united to 
bimſelf Jesvs: and for the fame or fimik 
lar Ends he may have, and probably hath/ 
united. to' himſelf other rational Crea 
tures in other Planets. Jasvs is not their 
Saviour, nor they the 'Saviour of Man- 
kind. Ess, as to his Manhood, was 
of the Race of Aααν’ deſbended from 
ABRAHAM and David, Ho was ſent to 
inſtruct his own Species only. Ho died 
for Men; and Mien only. He ſuffered on 
Barth: for Sins only committed on Earth. 
His Tranſactions here no more con] n 
other Globes, than the Tranſactions there 
do us. To imagine that his Authority 
extends to other Globes is as abſurd} as 
to 
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BY LOSOPHT, 
ee a Magiſtrate in any par- 
ticular State here, is a Magiſtrate in every 
other: or that a Commiſſion to act i Zh 
England, Fenn, in M 
co or Japan. oat 

I am very defrous of being W 
— Point; which * 
: me of the laſt Importance to true Chri- 

n It has ſcarce been touched on, 
2 very flightly, by Divines: and Nos 

CY extremely neceſlary it ſhould be 
cleared N Till it is cleared up, the 
kv will remain very confuſed ; 

i bay of the moſt ſpeculative will be 
either r \Sceptics or Infidels. The Inter- 
— — I contend for is clear and intel. 
hgible ; anger; 1 chink; bt NE 
dure and cu on denſe; and therefor 
8 
uires 
2 nnen E Dy x 
; e EY WIRES 
| to prevail before ? for it — 
'2 aſked, 
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aſked, why ſhould it prevail now? un- 
leſs thoſe who aſk the Queſtion, will yy 
that Mankind ought never to grow wiſer, 
or underſtand Scripture better than they 
did before, And as to the firſt Queſtion; 
I think ſeveral Reaſons may be aſſigned. 
1. Ignorance in Natural Philoſophy, 
was the great and principal Reaſon... For; 
many Ages after CxR18T; the Ptolemaic 
was the only prevailing gyſtem of the 
Univerſe, The Earth was eſteemed the: 
Center of it; for whoſe, Sake all the ce 


round it only to adminiſter Heat or Light. 
This was long taken for granted without 
Examination. Men eaſily believed what 
flattered their Pride, and ſeemed con. 
firmed by outward. Appearance.” The 


he was the moſt. conſiderable: upon Earth, 
And as Ignorance and Vanity conducted 
him into Ecrors, of Philoſophy, b. f 
they into Errors of Faith. And both 
57 ME F went 


leſtial Bodies were made, and moyed 


Earth appfared greateſt to Man; and 
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went On increufng by the literal and falſs 
Interpretation, wich land Guides put 
en Seriptutein 'And + furious Zeal (al- 
ways the” Attendant on Ignoranee) made 
dab dds for Men to deelare their O- 
pinioris'Becly ther in Philoſophy or Re- 
Rgion, Ser ear ef being condetnned - and 
mutdered a8. Heretics. Whilft therefore 
Men were no better infbrmecd than to 
think our Rart the Univerſe; they eould, 
that Irste was the'Savfour of the Whole. 

2. Since Men have: been convinced f 
ce ien Revhr of the Untwvere; und 
chat every Globe in it is inhabited, maby 
Neeaſons babe kept them fileht” on this 


|  SubjeR*IniPbpiſh-Qountries,! the Fear 


of à Pope; or uten, if they ſhould 
advance any dungs thut ſhould be deem- 
ed beretitul! rf Prbteftattt Countries, 
among the Ealey the Fear of being tHonght 
fingulnr : among the Clergy, of being 
thought unorthodox which any Opinion 


3009" . may 
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may be, Which either Wants or contraw = 


dicts the Authority (or rather the No- 
Authority) of a Father, Synod or Coun- 
culty to make the Vulgar underſtand; it, 
which they could not without ſome pre- 
vious Knowledge of | Geography and 
Aſtronomy: for want of: which they will: 
continue to think this Globe the whole: 
habitable World; and whilſt: they do.foy 
it is ad Error in them to believe cu to 
denn 3 e But Men 
with — — has 3 ankles 
to them both the Book of Nature and of: 
the: Scripture ;- and intends they ſhould = 
uſe the firſt as a Comment on the other: 
Immortality to Light through the Got- 
pel, that Light might mine füll brighter; 
to illuſtrate the Truth of the Goſpel. In 
vrhich there are many things, which: 


Nr known to the inſpired: = 


w 
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Writers chemſelves; ( for they did hot 
ſpeak but as the Hol v Gros? gave them 
Vterance) the Truth of which will con- 
tinue gradually to open and diſcloſe itſelf 
| toi Nunkind/ bann in dig Lit and in the 
next; © 20 : arise FEES 
Rad et a0 0 eee 
the Honour of Cuns1r, to rank him with 
which Gop hath - eſtabliſhed between 
himſelf and the rational Beings which he 
hath created. With regard to us, Jesvs 
CHRIST, as he is united to the Godhead 
rable Perſon: the Prince and the Hierach 
of all the Rate of Apam; which have 
exiſted, and ſhall exiſt till Ris ſecond 
coming, He was ſent to inſtruct them by 
his holy Life and Doctrine, to tedeem them 
by his bitter Death and Pafſton, and to 
confirm ther by his glorious Reſurrection 
and Aſcenſion: to the end, that if they 
d n me was holy, 
Son they 
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they may follow him to that State of 
Glory to which he is already, exalted. 
For he is the Way to lead Men into the 
right Way: the Truth to guide them in- 
to all Truth: and the Liſe to conduct 
them to everlaſting Life, He is the only 
Mediator between Gop and Man. No 
Man cometh to the Father but by him. 
His is the only Name grape Heaven, by 
which Men can be ſaved. 1585 7. iy 
The next diſtinguiſhing Tenet of the 
Chriſtian Religion is the Belief of the 
Reſurrection of the Body. 1. That of 
Cunxisr, which has already happened: 
2. That of all Mankind, WR is bo 
wee at his ſecond; coming. % 
1. The Reſurtection of ee is a 
Matter of Fact, which could be only 
proved by Evidence. And no Fact was 
ever more ſtrongly aueſted. For after 
his Reſurrection, St. Paul, ſays, he was 
ſeen of Cxenas; then of the Twelve. 


Aſter be was ſeen of more than five 
L * 
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hundred Brethren at once: | whereof ma- 
ny remain unto the preſent, and ſome 
alſg are fallen aſſeep. Aſter that he was 
ſeep, of Jamrs;, then of all the Apoſtles. 
And laſt of all he was ſeen alſo of me, 
as of one born out of dug Time. This 
certainly is e Evidence er 
the Fact. N bas 

. The Reſurrection of Daman: is. 3 
Prelude to that af Mankind, and an Ear- 
He is called the firſt Fruits of them that 
ſept; and the Beginning and farſt begotten 
of che Dead; and we are to reſemble him 
in the Likeneſs of his Reſurrection. How 
then was CanrisT raiſed? and with what 
Body did he come? He was raifed with 
| the identical Body that, was laid in the 
Grave; and which did not continue there 
long enqugh to ſee Corruption. This 
car be the Caſe of fem befides; only 
of | thoſe few, who » ſhall; ne der 
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agaln with corruptible Bodies (nd mat- 
ter Whether cempoſed of any af the 
ſame Particles as before) ſuffleient to di- 
fingaifh the Identity of their Perſons, 
To the end, that all Men may be judg- 
ed im the Flesh on Earth for the Works 
they hack done on Earth in the Fleſh. But 
as St. PAvy ſays, Fleſh and Blood ean- 
not inhertt the Kingdom of Gop. There. 
fore we are not to imagige (nor ls it rea- 
ſonable to imagine) that Men are to pan 
wich che fame Bodies into another State, 
No: St. Pavr fad, he will ſhew a great 
Mystery: we ſball all be changed in a | 
Moment, in the twinkling of an Eye: 
this Corruptible muſt put on I nedriuption ; 
this Mortal ſhall put on Immortality; and 
that Which was ſown 4 natural Body, 
ſhall Become a ſpiritual Body; as the Bod y 
of Chriſt did before his Aſcenſion, and 
before” be eould fit down at the Right- 
hand of God, amongſt the holy Angels, 


who are made ſubject to him; and with 
: L'2 whom 


*, 
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ama da will come again in che Clouds 
with Power and great Glory: tai judge 
both the Quick and Dead. At that Day 
(ia che fame manner as Cunis r himſelf 
aſcended into Heaven) St. Paul Jays, the 
Dead in Cunier ſhall riſe 3 and ſhall be 
caught up into the Clouds to meet the 
Loxv'in the Air. — And why (as the ſame 
Apoſtle ſays) ſhould it be thought incre- 
dible, that Gon, ſhould raiſe the Dead } 
1 is not incredible, becauſe, irapaſſble ; 
ſor nothing is ſo with Gop; and in this 
Inſtance, it requires no greater Power to 
raiſe Man's Body, than at firſt, to create. it. 
It is not incredible, becauſe 9 
for nothing can be more rational, than 

for Gop to vindicate his Juſtice on Earth 
in the Face of all Mankind : that every 
| wrong Sentence giyen bere may here be 
reverſed: that thoſe, who have been un- 
juſtly condemned may be acquitted x and 
thoſe who have been unjuſtly. acquitted 
65 may be condemned: that even here the 


ifronw e a proſ- 
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proſperous wicked Man may begin t ſuf⸗ 
fer, and the afflicted good One toi he com- 
er before u e Y 

compleat: - : Das t 1 dee 
wh the Abe e of the Body is 
immediately to ſucreed the Judgment of 
Mankind, and the End of the-World; 
that is, of all things on hone" fee - 
Globe! But the End' is not) yet : the 
Goſpel ſhall be preachied in al the: Ward | 
for a Wuineſs to all Nations, 'and then | 
ſhall-the/ End come. But of chat Dey y 
and: Hour knoweth no Man, na. not the | 
Angels in Heaven, neither the Sen but 
the Father any! It ſhall come Ike 2 
r | 
came, and took them all away; ſo ſhi . 
the coming of che Son of Man ben Be 
ready theręſore, take -heed;; md 1 
pray, ileſt the Lon coming ſuddenly . 


ſhall find you ſleeping, or (which is worſe) 


8 and _ . 
| g / 
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and drinking with the D 


ened, che Moon ſhall not give her Light, 
the Stars (i. e. -Metedrs)/[ſhalli fall: rom 
Heaven, and the Powers of the Heavens 
- (ive, Air) hall he ſhaken, the Sea and 

the Waters roaring, . And whit Wander? 

if chen all the Tribes of the Batth-nigutn ; 
if Mens' Hearts fail them ir Fear, and 
for-looking after-thaſe things, which are 
coming oh the Earth. For then they 
mall ſer the Se ef engen 1 
\Clonds! af 'Heaveis with Power und. great 
Glory, u 30 nod printo Zino ge 
nt he ſhalt ſend his "Amgels: with a 
Feat Sound of a Trumpet to ſummon 


"8 Mankind. And they ſhall gather his 


Elect. from the: four” Winds, und from 


us 1 
£1 ane 
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ohe End of Heaven to the ether: whites 
we may ſuppoſe they have the Liberty 
to expatiate, and to vontemplate GUD 
Works, till they are fummoned to re. 
ſume their Bodies to appeur at THis! great 
Tribunal, in order to f̃ective Rr their 
Loxy more ample Praife and Reward. 
They will "therefore receive this Sumi 
— — How different from the 
Guilty! who (wherever tlie are) will 
call on the Mouhthins to füll on them, 
and the Waves if the Sea ti cover then} 
from: the Ficaceneſs of hiꝭ Wrath and the 
Vergeanperaf n Power. | But in vain ! 
For every Eye ſhalt ſec him; and they 
alſd which pietred him; and all Kindreds 
of the Earth hall - wail berauſe of him. 
In this mamnet, thoſe goed Men who 
ſleep: in Jesvs (i. e. ſhall then be dead) 
God will bring with Rim; and when he 
ſhall-deſcend from Heaven with a dont, 
wich the Voice of the Archangels, and 
with che Trump of -Gop; they thall riſe 
Abr 2 L * firſt: 
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firſt : and thoſe other good Men, which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of 
the LoRp,' ſhall not ſleep, (i. e. die) but 
ſhall appear in the Body with them; and 
with them ſhall. rh Lien, andhe 
for-ever-With bmg. f 
This Globe was 98 10 bernd tur 
it wil be on that great Day of Aſſiſe; 
when all the:Sons of ADAM, who lived 
in ever ſo diſtant Ages, will appear tog 
ther in the Fleſh; and be Cotemporaries. 
Compared to this, every Aſſembly of Men 


recorded in Hiſtory, appears contempti- 
ble; even the Hoſt of XX RES is loſt in 


be, every Individual will be ſtrictly 
examined, and receive the moſt eat 
Juſtice. This will not be like Human 
Pribunals, whete Actions only can be 
weighed, and Truth may be concealed-. 
5 Before this Tribunal the Truth muſt 
appear: it hath Cogniſance of Mens 


| a. anions: to the 


: $14 , Juggs: 


* 


% 
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Judge all Hearts are open, all Deve 
known, and from hm vader. 
hid. it rolls B igen Mie 2508192 "arty 
When ab ckebetch b isset ue | 
Earth is thus ſeated in the: Clouds in 
Power. and great Glory to judge the 
whole Circuit of it; the Earth revolvihg 
on it's Axis ſhallapteſent exety Ringdom: 
Nation and Language! in their turn at 

the Foot of his Throne; to receive their = 
Trial and their Sentence Thoſe that 
liyec under the Hoſpel ſhall be tried by 
che / Goſpel 3 thoſe that lived. under tha 
Law, by the Law z and thaſe that lived 

without. either Law or. Goſpel, b (h 

wes 6cLajs. tp ede een C 

reaping — 499k ſown, "and. A 
gathering Where hey bath,,not ſuawen. 
Noy..ſball the, Niſtinction be made be- 
wegn, the Kell, that fell, on gpodeand .. 
thag,yhigh fell. o, bed Ground : between 
che Wheat. and the Taxes :, en L Z 


1900 ; 
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_ wiſe-Nirgins with Oyl in their Lamps, 
An che, ſoolich who. had none: between 
the Servants, who improved their Ta- 
tents} and thoſe Who did hot: between 
— e the Hangry, Thirky, 
—— eee choſs.wwlicm/cahe 
Loew all Gad deing his Will, and-thoſe 
whom he ſhall find fleeping, ſmiting their 
Fellow-ſervants; or cating and ny 
_ with the Drunken i 0132: 44 wy] 
he Trial ended, the glorious Jddgs 
ſhall feparate Perſons ſo different in Me- 
ft, as a dhepherd dwideth the Sheep from 
the Goats ; and He'Thall ſet the Sheep 
on his Rixli hand, and the Gouts of the 
Left; and thien he will pronounce this Sen- 
tence. He hall ſay unto the firſt, Colne 
e of my Father, inherit the Ring- 
dan prepared for you fromm the Founda- 
tion 'of the World. Aud unte the laſt he 
tall ay, Depart tom me, ye kürte, 


into ebellafling Fire, prepared for the 
Devil 


. 


% 
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Devil andi his Angels. Rd theft fall 
go. into everlaſting Puliſhmient, but the 
Righteous into Life ternal} g. 
But pte vious to th Execution a 
Sentenve, both muſt undergo a vdry reit 
Change on this Glabe, before theyriquir 
1 it for: (ever. N Tuty muſt Hoch depoſitt 
their mortal: Bodies ii their native Sell; 
belbe abey iiap into Extrbity::> But bos 
extreme different will. be theig Bxie1 
This is that important Ctiſis foretold by 
Joux te Baptiſt, when .Cunis+ will 
thotoughly cleauſt his Fioot ; guiliet the 
Wheat into his Garter; but herm up the 
Chaff withi-unqueneluble ite. TRA 
Righteous ſhall bs changed in nul Iflltant, 
in the twinkling Gf um Eye: they Bill 
leave their mortal cbrruptible, and n- 


ſpiritual Bodies: thi Hall be caught up 
to meet their Lan in the Arz and be | 
for ever with him; no longer 
nnn no longer Meg, but 
ANN 3 


tural, , for immoaz ideonuptible, ht 
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Angels; a glorious Society, with CuxIisr 

at their Head: who (as ſaith the Evan- 
geliſt) ſhall ſhine like the Sun in the 

Ningdom of their Father. But ho- 
af the Wicked! Far from quitting the 

Body with Pleaſure, like the Righteous, 
Ton mnathey will be left on Earth to periſſi 
as Maleſactors in the Flames, which will 
conſume both them and all. the Furniture 
of, this Globe, which will be their Fu- 
at the End: of this World, which is the 
Harveſt, the Angels, who are the Reap- 
Angels, and they ſhall gather out of his 
Kingdom all. things that offend, and 
them ahich do Iniquity, and ſhall caſt 
them; into a Furnare of Fire, there ſhall 
de wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth. In 
2188. | et the 
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the Elements ſhall melt with let and 
the Earth, with the Works that are 
therein, ſhall be burnt up. WW ene 
How awfull,' bow tremendous will be 
the Scene! When the Ether agitated! in 
the Air, and in the Entrails of the Earth, 
ſhall burſt forth in Lightnings and Vul- 
canos, whoſe Flames ſeizing; on every 
Combuſtible ſhall ſpread over the Face 
of the whole Globe. Then ſhall the. 
Fenn melt with fervent Heat: the, 
' watry Tribe ſhall expire in a boiling 
Ocean; the Aerial in Clouds of Smoke: 
the Cave or Foreſt ſhall be no Refuge, to 
the wild Beaſts; nor Houle, nor City to 
offending, Man: both ſhall periſh” with 
their Habitations. All the Works of Na- 
ture and of Art wil be involved in one 
common Ruin. Where is the proud 
Pyramid, whoſe, wide . Foundation was 
thought ſolid as the Earth, and whoſe 
Point invaded the Skies? where the Tri- 

umphal Arch? the aſpiring Column and 
_ Obeliſk? 
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Obelifle-* the Clud-capt Toe the Gar” 
geous Palace ? the Sum Temple 7 Every 
Monument of Mun's Vanity,” Pride and 
Ambition,” of his Superſtition,” and even 
of His 'Piety; "ſhall "fail 5-and their Place 
ſhall no Where be ound. All Records of 
Hiſtory" ſhall ceafe'; the Glory of the 
greateſt” Empires ſhall 'vantſh':” and it 
Mall no longer be kon on Eürth, that 
there were fach Men as ALEXANDER and 
eus, or ſüch Cities as Babylon and 
Rome. Fame ſhalt die; and Oblivion | 
reiga in her Stead. On this folemn and 
fal Day, the great wicked Man will have 
before bis Eyes theſe Monuments of his 
Pride; and when He is pefibing wi with 
hin 6 f blüb 15 Udo, that be fer bis | 
Aſſections on things ſb trifling and tran- 
fitory!: be will wiſh his Name had' been 
unknown: and When his Memory ceaſes 
on Eirth, that it might es e too in his 
on Conſcience, WW 
bas Gt. Ru mitt ont done When 
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Globe, the future State and Condition of 
it is not the Concern of Man. Whether 
Gon in his Wiſdom may ſuffer it to lie 
fallow for a Seaſon; or aſter thus ſerti- 


When the Wicked ſhalt go into everlaſt- 
un mee een 
Lift eternal. 15 
2 o e wrden. a. 0 


come Devils: be aſſociated with the De. 
vil and his Angels: and be-caſt into db 


everlaſting Fire prepared for them: where 


not quenehed. This Worm and Fire are 
metaphorical, not material. A material 
Worm could not live in a material Fire: 

e ü 5 A 


tig 
When Man has finally quitted tha 


lizing it with the Flames, will imme 
diately repleniſh the Face of it. It is of © 
much more Importance to conſidet the 
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A. material Fire could not affect an imma- 
terial Subſtance: like the Soul; which 
eſcaped from ſuch a Fire, when the Body 
tion. The Worm that never dies is Con- 
ſcience. |'The Fire (i. e. Torment) which 
is never quenched . (i. e. never ceaſes) are 
uneaſy Paſſions and Affections, Thoughts, 
and Reflections, Ideas and Imaginations : 
Al Which attended with Anxiety, An- 
guiſnh, Terror, Horror, Remotſe, ang 
Deſpair, compoſe a Hell in the Soul of a 
wicked Man. The Soul is not ſo proper- 
ly ſpeaking in Hell, as Hell in the Soul. 
Wherever: the Spirit of a wicked Man 
ſhall be, there will be Hell: whether it 
pleaſe Gop to confine it to any one par- 
ticular Part of Space, or ſuffer it to wan- 
der threugh every Part of it. It carries 
Hell with it: and it is with Juſtice Mil- 
rod makes Satan ſay, that he himſelf is 


Hell; and that he can fly from Hell no 
more than from himſelf. Divines have 
" | vainly 


» 
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vainly diſputed about the Place of Hell, 
as if it were neceſſarily Local. Poets 
have deſcribed it as ſuch, in the- fineſt 
Allegories, and the moſt beautiful Colours 
of Imagination: and have divided it into 
ſeveral Apartments for the different De- 
grees of Guilt, But ſuch Lodgings are 
unneceflary : each guilty Perſon carries 
about him a Hell, and a Puniſhment ex- 
actly proportioned to his Crime: for it 
would be inconſiſtent with the Juſtice of 
Gop to puniſh all Crimes alike. It will 
be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon, 
than for Jeruſalem : for the Offenders 
againſt Man, than for the Atheiſt, Ido- 
later, and Blaſphemer, who have directly 
affronted Gop : for petty Treſpaſſers 
againſt their Neighbours, than for the 
Tyrant, Murderer, and Adulterer: for 
thoſe who have neglected their Duty, 
than thoſe who have wilfully tranſgreſſed 
it: for | thoſe who had ſome mixture of 
Good with their Evil, than thoſe who 

M | have 
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have none: for certainly the leaſt vicious 
Man and the leaſt virtuous, will not be 
very diſtant in Condition: nor the Gates 
of Heaven and Hell ſo remote, as is com- 
ment will be common to all the Wicked, 
viz. to ſee the Rightecus in ABRAaHam's 
Boſom, in a State of Bliſs, to which they 
cannot arrixe: to deplore the loſs. of 
that Bliſs by an ill-ſpent Life: to with 
they had never been; or might ceaſe to 
be, if they may not be releaſed from that 
Place of Torment. But whether they 
ever will be, Gop only knows. If aſter 
Ages of Torment, of his infinite Mercy 
imagine they would be immediately ad- 
vanced to a happy State: the beſt to be 
expected would be a new State of Pro- 
2. Let us now change the Scene to 
Heaven; that Region of the Bleſſed; 
where are Joys for evermore; ſuch as 
ä 
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Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear heard, nei- | 
ther hath it entered into the Heart of 
Man to conceive, ' This | happy. Region 
is confined to no particular Place; it ex- 
tends to all Nature. The Spirits of Men 
are finite, and conſequently muſt be in 
ſome particular Part of Space. They 
muſt be ſomewhere, but may be any 
where ; and as the Spirit of a righteous 
Man muſt be happy in all Places; there- 
fore wherever it goes, Heaven attends 
him. Wherever Gop pleaſes at any time 
more particularly to manifeſt his Glories 
or his Terrors, thoſe Places during that 
time are more peculiarly Heaven or Hell, 
which he can change and remove at Plea- 
ſure. We are ſure, that dur Heaven will 
be with CAR IST. He is at the Right Hand 
of Gop, that is, in great Glory. We 
| ſhall follow where he is gone before ; 
to thoſe Manſions which he is preparing 
for us. For in his Father's Houſe are 
many Manſions, that is, different degrees 
| M 2 of 
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of 'Reward : for Gop, who weighs the 
minuteſt Actions, will reward every Man 
according to his Works. It is not every 
one ſhall fir on Thrones like the Apoſtles, 
judging the twelve Tribes of Iſrael : or 
be ranked with the goodly Fellowſhip 
of the Apoſtles, or the noble Army of 
Martyrs. Many ſhall be admitted with- 
in the Suburbs of the New Jerufalem, who 
ſhall not approach him, who fitteth on 
the Throne: but when the four and 
twenty Elders fall down to worſhip him 
and the Lamb, the whole Circuit of 
Men and Angels, after their Example, 
ſhall fall proſtrate 'in Adoration, This is 
that Heaven of Heavens, which -Cuz15sT 
himſelf revealed to his beloved Diſciple 
in Patmos, in Types and Figures, to give 
Mankind fome previous Idea of the very 
glorious State, to which the Righteous 
ſhould be exalted. And when they ſhall 
at any time remove to a greater Di- 
ſtance from the Throne of his Glory; 
; and 
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and go as his Ambaſſadors to the diffe- 
rent Quarters of Nature, they will not 
want their Heaven. They will find it 


every where in a Soul, purged from im- "I 


pure Paſſions and Affections, which 
they found ſo difficult to reſtrain here 
below. They will find it in the Re- 
flection on a Liſe well ſpent, which was 
a Comfort to them whilſt they only ex- 
pocted a State of Happineſs, and muſt 
be infinitely greater when they enjoy it. 
They will find it alſo in the Enlargement 
of their Powers and Capacities, which 
will make ample Amends for their Weak-- | 
neſs and Deſects in this Life, i, 

Thoſe Spirits clad in glorified Bodies 
of an Etherial Subſtance will paſs with 
as the ſame Ether darts in the Lightnings; 
or paſſes to the Planets from the Sun. They 
may then viſit in Perſon thoſe Parts of 
Nature, which they could only reach 


here in Imagination. Their former Thirſt 
M 3 aber 
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after Knowledge will be; ſatisfied :. their 


Curioſity gratified: their Doubts: cleared 
up: their Errors detected: the Relation, 
Dependence, Connection, and Harmony 
of things will be diſcovered; as well as 
the Means and Manner of their Opera- 
tion: Cauſes, as well as Effects, will 
appear: and it will be known, in what 
Caſes Gop (the firſt, Cauſe) acts immedi- 
ately; and in what he uſes: other Beings 
as the Inſtruments of his Operations. 
They will then be acquainted with the 
Nature of Place, of Space, and Infi- 
_ nity : of Time, Duration, and Eternity: 
of Spirit, and its Union with, and the 
Means and Manner of its Operation on 
Matter: of Matter, and its Elements, 
which compoſe all Bodies: af all Bodies, 
their Structure, Magnitude, Forms, and 
Motion: of Comets (which perhaps may 
paſs into different neighbouring Syſtems): 
of thoſe Suns, which each illuminates 
its Planetary Syſtem : of the Planets in 


each 
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each Syſtem: and of the Furniture and 
Inhabitants of each Planet: and aſter ad- 
miring the Wiſdom of Gap. in the won- 
derful Structure of the Univerſe; they 
will join the great Chorus of Heaven 
in ſaying: Thou art worthy, O Lox p, 
**.to receive Glory and Honour and 
* Power ; for thou haſt created all things, 
and for ER and were 
created. | 
Such may — n a Part 
of the glorious State of thoſe, Who ad- 
| here to. the Procepts and follow dhe Ex- 
ample of ChxIsr. But how fatally. have 
Mankind deviated. from both + He very 
truly; foretold, that he hath. not ſent 
| Peace but a Sword, The beſt Religion 
bath been perverted to the worſt Purpaſes. 
It hath been uſed as an Engine of Slavery 
inſtead of Freedom; and of the De- 
ſtruction en of the an of | 
W 
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As AARON ſet up the Golden Calf in 

the Wilderneſs : the Chriſtian High Prieſts 
have ſet up many of their own Inven- 
tions as the Objects of Veneration : and 
required many things to be obſerved not 
required by Scripture. They have eſta- 
bliſhed the Opinions of weak, wicked, 
ambitious, fallible, Men, as the Doc- 
trines of CnRIsT. Have impoſed fool- 
iſh, abſurd, ridiculous, ſuperſtitious,-ido- 
latrous -Ceremonies,'” as neceſſary. All 
from Motives of Ignorance, Ambition, 
or Intereſt;; with a Cruelty and Zeal 
inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity or Huma- 
nity. - True Chriſtianity almoſt | ceaſed 
in each Country, as ſoon as the Govern- 
ment became Chriſtian. And as before 
that time, true Chriſtians ſuffered Perle- 
cution, as their Lox D and MASTER did-; 
after that time, the falſe ones deſerting 
his Precepts and Example turned Per- 
ſecutors themſelves. What Diſputes, 
what Quarrels, what Murders, what Maſ- 
1A... „ ſacres, 
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ſacres, have been cauſed among Chri- 
ſtians on frivolous Queſtions, that not only 
a Man of Senſe, but even a Child would 
be aſhamed of! and proſecuted with Zeal, 
as if eſſential to Salvation ! and out of tlie 
fame Zeal often impiouſly declared to be 
ſo! and the greateſt- Sinners have been 
eſteemed Saints for eſpouſing them 
There is ſcaree 'a Tenet,” or ſcarce an 
external Ceremony of Chriſtianity, but 
hath been the Subject of ſome Difpute. fa 
I have befote obſerved ;*there are but 
two! Performances, ini their 6wn Nature 
indifferent, required by CnRIsT of his 
Followers, as outward and vifible Marks 
of their Proſeſſion, viz. Baptiſim and his 
Supper. Very eaſy Performances! and 


yetꝰ they have afforded matter of much 
Diſpute. It hathi been diſputed,” whether 
Baptiſm may be adminiſfered by Wo- 
men as well as Men: by Laymen as well 
as Clergy: to Children as well as adult: 
by ans or Immerſion: in public or 

private: 
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And are they preſumptuous enough ſtom 
thence to determine the future State ß 
Man, and the Purpoſe of: Gop Prin SM 
There have been as many frivolous 
Diſputes about the Log p's Supper. A, 
where the Table ſhould be placed: whe- 
ther it ſhould be called literally a Table, 
or figuratively an Altar: Whether it 
ſhould be received fitting or kneeling; 
whether in leavened or unteavened Bread: 
whether in Wine, or Wine mixed with 
Water: whether in one or both Kinds: or 
whether alike by Clergy and Laity: and 
by whom or to whom it may be adtmmim- 
ſtered. Can any Man refute to adtmini- 
fler it to another on pretence of UnwYW Or- 
thineſs, without arrogating to himſelf 
the Pretogative of Gop, of knowing the 
Heart? Or can any one, Wok is 
refuſed; be weak enough to be uncaly 
from the Apprehenſion of any ill Conſc- 
quence to teſult from the Refuſal? Does 
he not know that Gop accepts the Will 


- 
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for-the Deed ? that he puniſhes only for 
voluntary, not forced Omiſſion; for the 
Man's own Fault, and not that of ano- 
ther? Human Excommunications are but 
airy Phantoms in their Nature; tho” they 
have been found uſeful Engines of world- 
ly Power and Intereſt. And when ex- 
erted in ignorant Times, have had Influ- 
ence enough on weak and prejudiced 
Minds, to produce the moſt horrid Riots, 
Murders, Seditions, Rebellions, and Ca- 
lamities. The ſame may be faid of the 
Doctrine of | Tranſubſlantiation : abſurd 
and blaſphemous : which wants no Con- 
futation; and deſerves only Contempt, 
| And, the Belief, of it ſo long amongſt 
ſuch Numbers is an Infatuation to be re- 
garded as an Inſtance of Gon's immedi: 
ate Vengeance for the Abuſe of his Reli- 
gion; and is a a Proof, that any Abſurdity 
may be inculcated into the Mind of Man; 


nen the Prejudice of Education on 
NON triump h 
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triumph over the united nne 
Senſes and his Reaſon. + 
 Cun1sT preſcribed no particular Forma 
of Public ' Worſhip or of Government 
in his Church: but leſt both (as the 
Forms of Civil Government are leſt) to 
cient, that things are done decently and 
in Order: for as Ceremonies are not eſ- 
ſential, the ſame Ceremony is not neceſ- 
fary. There muſt be ſome. Men can- 
not aſſemble to ſerve Gop, without ſome 
Time or Place appointed 'for their Meet- 
ing: without obſerving ſome Form, when 
met: and without having ſome Perſons 
among them to officiate.  _ 

1. As to the Place, Gon is ally 

preſent in all Places; and CRI and 
his Apoſtles preached and prayed in all 

alike, + The Primitive Chriſtians were 

ſet apart by the State. When the Em- 
Peron became Chriſtian, Heathen Tem- 
| ples 
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ples were converted to Churches, and 
falſe Gods gave way to the true. It was 
not long, befort Idols were replaced in 
Churches, by thoſe who called them. 
felves Chriſtians; nay, in ſome perhaps 
the very fame Idol which had been re- 
moved from thence was reſtored to the 
fame Place: and was to reprefent ſome 
Saint, often a worſe Perſon than the 
God, whom he ſupplanted, and whoſe 
Worſhip he uſurped: for in the Heathen 
World Men were raiſed to divine Ho- 
nours - for fignal Services to Mankind ; 
which are not always the ' Terms of Ca- 
nonĩzation. Thus the ſame Places were 
reſtored to Idolatry, which had before 
been reſcued from it. And as Saints (like 
the: Heathen Gods) were Men, and 
could not de preſent every where; the 
People were taught to believe them more 
peculiarly preſent where their Image was. 
That was the Place of Miracles: the 


en was often animated: it rolled the 
Eye: 


— 


Rx1i1610 PHILOSOPHI: 175 
Eye: it nodded: it ſpoke : it told For- 
tunes: it took particular Men or Profeſ. 
ſions under its Protection: it had Relicks 
and Noſtrums to cure particular Diſ- 
drew together great Numbers of People; 
which brought no ſmall Gain to the 
made both cry out, like thoſe of Ephes 
ſus, ** Great is Diana of the Epheſi- 
% ans. The Opinion of a local Preſence 
of Heathen Gods in Temples, and of Ro- 
miſh Saints in Churches, made way for 
a falſe Belief, that Gop himſelf was more, 
peculiarly preſent there: that the Plate 
acquired (I know not what) Holineſs by 


the Ceremony of Conſecration: that he- 


fore it, it was no Church; and that after 
it, it ought never to be turned to any o- 
ther uſe. But Gop dwells not in Tem- 
ples made with Hands. He is Omaipre - 
ſent: and tho' for great Purpoſes he hath 
me Ipanjeſted.c his Preſence by 


outward 


* 
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outward Signs in particular Places; yet 
be was not then more preſent in thoſe 
Places than in others; nor have they 
He manifeſted himſelf by Fire to Mosts, 
when he ſent him to deliver his People: 
to that People he manifeſted himſelf by 
Thunder and Lightning and a Voice, at 
the Delivery of the Law: in a Cloud 
by Day, and a Pillar of Fire by Night, 
over the Tabernacle in the Wilderneſs: 
by Fire on the Altar on the Dedication 
of SoLoMon's Temple: by clovea Tongues 
to the Apoſtles on ſending the Hol v 
Gnos r. But the particular Spots of Earth 
on which all thoſe great Events happen- 
ed are now unknown or diſregarded, 
And it is abſurd to imagine, that when 
ſuch Acts of the Deity gave no particular 
ganctity to a Place, that any Act of Man 
can do it. An Edifice, or the Ground 
on which it ſtands, is not capable of 
ſuch an Impreſſion: the Heart of Man 
bing only 
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only is. Where two or three are ga- 
thered together in Gop's Name, there is 
a Congregation and where a Congrega- 
tion is, there is the Church. The Walls 
are not a Church: nor can any particu- 
lar Place be always appropriated and ſe- 
_ cured to the ſame Uſe. Conveniency 
| may alter i it; Time certainly will. Con- 
ſecration of a Church therefore, in the 
moſt rational Senſe, is only a Publica» 
tion, that that Place is deſigned for. the 
People to meet in to ſerve Gop; with 3 
Prayer, that they may ſerve him there 
in Spirit, and in Truth. It was this ima- 
ginaxy Sanctity of Place, that formerly 
ſent the Princes of Chriſtendom on Ex- 
peditions to Paleſtine, which coſt Mil- 
lions of Money, and of Lives: and that 
hath ſince ſent immenſe Treaſure in Pre- 
ſents: to Lonxx Tro; of no uſe to the 
Lady there; and which, we may believe 
een to ſuffer to re- 


main . nil: | en aderate.” 
a N 2. As 
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2. As to the Time. It is neceſſary to 
| have, ſtated Times, as well as Places. of 
public Worſhip : that Congregations may 
know when as well as where to meer. 
The Chriſtians, in ĩmitation of the Jews, 
and. in compliance with the fourth Com- 
mandment, have rationally ſet apart one 
Day in. ſeven for that purpoſe. But they 
changed it from the ſeventh; eſtabliſhed 
by Moss to remind Man of his Cre- 
ation; to the firſt of the Week, on Which 
Hunter toſs from dhe Dead, to remind 
Him of that great Proof of his Redemp- 
tion. And to imprint ſo memorable an 
Event ſtill ſtronger on Mens Minds, the 
Reſurrection of Carrsr is celebrated 
once à Vear with more Solemnity, as his 
Birtli; Paſſion, und Aſcenſion likewiſe 
are. Theſe Things are very rational to 
be done; but may be ordered to be per- 
formed as well at one Seaſon as angther, 
and nothing could de weaker than the 
Ancient and Unchriſtian Diſpute about 
3 WT — * the 
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the Time of the Celebration of Eaſter; 
and the endeavouring to fix an in variable 
unĩverſal Rule for it. It is impoſſible in 
Nature. Nature hat not divided the 
Earth's annual Courſe preciſely into Days, 
but Hath left 'a Fraction; whick (us is well 
known) in proceſs of Time varied the 
Rule: from the originals Intenti6h;”! Na- 
tore hath alſo diſtributed the ſamb Point 
of Time into different ' Seaſons" on diffe- 
rent Parts of the Globe. Menu tinnot 
celebrate Eaſter all together at the ſume 
Point of Time t they muſt vary either 
in the: Day or the Seaſon of the Year, 
Wbes it is Day in our Hemiſpheref It 

is Night in the other? and half Man- 
kind will be in Bed whilt others ure dt 
Church: Whilſt it is Spring in; one 
Hemiſphere it is Autumn in tlie other. 
Thereſute if they Keep Eaſter at the 
ſame Time, it will be at diffetent Sef- 
ſons GH the Yeat4 H at the ſame Seaſon 
of the Tear, ir muſt be at diffeirnt and 

; .N 2 | oppoſite - 
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oppoſite Times. And what Rule muſt 
be obſerved within the Polar Circles? 
Where Days are reckoned by Months, 
and not Months by Weeks and Days: 
they certainly cannot celebrate Eaſter 
chere the firſt Sunday after the full Moon 
after the 2 1ſt of March. It is amazing 
to reflect on the Zeal ſhewn formerly 
on this Occaſion; and that Men could 
be induced to think, that Gor would not 
accept their reaſonable Service, as well 
at one Seaſon of the Year. as another, 
and at all Times alike. But it was lucky, 
that whilſt they were labouring to fix a 
Point of no Importance in Divinity, they 
improved themſelves in Aſtronomy and 
Chronology. Not content witch ſetting 
apart thoſe Days in Commemoration of 
CuHrzsT; Chriſtians ſoon appointed others 
in Memory of his Diſciples. This might 
be reaſonable, to remind them of the 
Lives and Examples of thoſe holy and 
inſpired Perſons. But the Popes did not 
p369090 2 ſtop 
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ſtop here: they took upon them the Pre- 
rogative of Gop in judging Man's Heart, 
and declaring Saints whom ſoever they 
pleaſed. Every Zealot for their uſurped 


Power was canonized, tho'. the meaneſt 
or moſt wicked of Men. The Calendar 
was not able to contain them. Every 
Day had more than one. A Man, «who 
obſerved thoſe Days, could not carry on 
the neceſſary Buſineſs of Liſe; but was 
rendered an uſeleſs Member of Society. 
And how are theſe Days celebrated? A 
Holiday is not a holy Day, but a Day 
of Debauchery; not of Religion, but 
of Vice: . 
thouſands of real Sinners. Ain 
3. As to the Form. When Mans are | 
met at a certain Time and Place for pub- 
lic Worſhip, they muſt neceſſarily uſe 
ſome Form of Words, and of G 
nies/in performing it. What thefe Forms 
ſhould be is not directed in Scripture. It 


is 3 it ſhould, . Modes of 
N 3 Speech 
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Speech and Behaviour are very different 
in different Places, and ever varying with 
Time in the fame Place. It is ſuſficient 
if the Words are intelligible, and the 
Senſe agreeable to Reaſon and Scripture: 
and if the outward Geſture and Behaviour 
be ſuch, as by the Faſhion of the Place 
theſe Qualifications every People is at 
every Government, for the Sake of Or- 
der, ought to eſtabliſn ſome Form for 
their Uſe. This every Government ought 
to propoſe, no Government ought to im- 
poſe; but ſhould leave to every Man the 
Chriſtian Liberty of worſhipping Gon in 
any other Way he likes better, provided 
he diſturbs not the Peace of the Society, 
Forms and Ceremonies, being in their 
-own Nature indifferent, are only the 
Dreſs of Religion, the Mode of which: 
every Government may both eſtabliſh and 
|  _ at Pleaſure. The moſt rational 
| ; | * Forms 


5 
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Forms are thoſe which have the feweſt 
Ceremonies; as they are the leaſt bur 
thenſame; and are moſt agreeable; to that 
Liberty and Simplicity Which CuRIST in- 
tended to eſtabliſh. © It is wile in a Go- 
vernment to eſtabliſn ſuch a Form of 
Worſhip as is agreeable to the Inclina- 
tions of the Majority; and not to alter it 
without their Conſent. It is weak in In- 


dividuals not to comply with the Form of _ 


the Country where they happen to res, 
ſide, if it requires nothing which they 
think ſinful. Could one have imaginedy 
ated, as to regard theſe Forms as ellen», 
tial? but ſo they have been generally 
taught, and ſo they believe. Nay, they 
generally believe them to be moſt eſſen- 
tial. Mention the Word RELIOION, the 
firſt Idea that ariſes in their Minds is con- 
cerning theſe Forms. By the Religion 
of England, Scotland, Sweden, France. 


Geneva, Rome, &c. they mean the par- 
N44 ticular 


ticular Forms eſtabliſhed by Law in each. 


— 
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Thus the Word RT IGI OV is perverted, 
and inſtead of being applied to the Be- 
lief and Practice of the Goſpel in gene- 
ral, in which it conſiſts, is only applied 
to the particular Modes of public Wor- 
ſhip in each Country, which are in them- 

ſelves indifferent. Nay, ſo zealous have 
Men been for theſe laſt, that, in Support 
of their own Modes they have violated 
not only all Principles of good Policy, 
but even of Chriſtianity and Humanity. 
But by this blind Zeal they have ſeldom 
gained their End, which is better and 
more certainly obtained by Indulgence ; 
for if Men are left to themſelves, they 


will naturally fall into the Faſhion. None 
of theſe outward Forms will either make 


or unmake a Chriſtian, The only true 
Chriſtian is he, who with: a benevolent 
| Temper, and fincere Diſpoſition, ' con- 

pere . to the beſt of his Under- 
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ſtanding to the moral and * a 
of the Goſpel. 

4. As to the Perſons to officiate. When 
Chriſtians are met at particular Times 
and Places to perform their public Wor- 
ſhip, whatever the Form is, the Act to 
be performed muſt be either Prayer, 
Praiſe or Thankſgiving to Gob, admini- 
ſtering CxTS T's Sacraments, or hearing 
the Scriptures read or explained. In the 
Performance of theſe Acts, it is very 
convenient, for the Sake of Order, that 

there ſhould be particular Perſons ap- 
pointed to lead the Way in them, and to 
be the Inſtruments of conveying Inſtruc- 
tion to the Ears and Hearts of the Con- 
gregation. If it was not ſo, all might 
be ſilent, and neither Speakers nor Hear- 
ers: or elſe all might be Speakers and no 
Hearers. Therefore from the Time of 
Cu RIS, to the preſent, particular Per- 
ſons have been conſtantly appointed for 
_ thoſe Functions. CRI firſt inſtruct- 

$711 | ed 
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ed and ſent forth his Diſciples, and they 
others. And at firſt it could not be 
otherwiſe; for then there were no others 
that knew the Will of their Maſter. But 
after the Publication of the Goſpel, when 
the Scriptures were in every Hand, all 
Perſons of equal Capacity were equally 


thers: and there was no Neceſſity im- 
mutably to appropriate the Performance 
of - theſe Acts to particular Individuals, 
which all Chriſtians were equally able to 
perform. Nor is there any Command or 
Injunction in Scripture for ſuck a per- 
ſonal Diſtinction amongſt them. But 
what was at firſt neceſſary was after- 
wards thought convenient; and a parti- 
eular Set of Men have ever ſince been ap- 
pointed to theſe Functions. Before Go- 
could not be appointed by the State; but 
muſt have been appointed by one ano- 
ther ; either by Election of their reſpec+ 
Be 


tive 
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tive Congregations, or by Nomination of 
the Perſons beſore appointed, or by both 
theſe Ways concurring and confirming 
each other. But ſuch Appointment could 
give no Authority to one Chriſtian over” 


another. All that they could do was, to 
exhort others to follow their Drrections, 
and to exclude them from their Society, 
if they did not. Temporal Power they 
had none, nor could have, either from 
Cuxlisr, or from the State; the firſt had 
difchimed it, declaring his Kingdom not 
of this World; and no Government was 
yet Chriſtian. And therefore” whatever 
temporal Power the Clergy have at any 
time poſſeſſed in any Country, they muſt 
have acquired it, either by Grant from 
the State, or by Uſurpation; the Pre- 
tence of a Divine Right to Power of Po- 
ſeffions being” as ſcandalous” as u Fre 


1 287 * a n . 
red Princeb"bivarts Converts; they 
were eds for their new Faith, and 
liberal * 
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liberal to their Inſtructors. They gave 
'them earthly for their heavenly things : 

and thoſe Inſtructors were glad of the 
Exchange. But after taſting the Sweets 
. of Wealth and Power, they were unwill- 
ing to hold them upon ſo precarious a 
Tenure as the Pleaſure of the State. 
What they at firſt received as a Favour, 
they ſoon infiſted upon as a Right: and 
founded that Right on their own arbitra- 
ry Interpretation of Scripture ; which 
they made a Warrant for whatever they 
liſted; and made Excommunication, 
(which they endeavoured to perſuade the 
Warld was always followed by Damna- 

tion) as the Penalty for every Non-com- 
pliance. Credulous Men were eaſily im- 
poſed upon, and terrified with big Words, 
The Clergy gained an Aſcendant over 
Mens Conſciences; and by that a tem- 
poral Power too ſtrong for the State. 
Princes were often forced to be Slaves to 


8 200 — who pretended to 
derive 
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derive a Power from Scripture, indepen- 
dent of theirs, and ſuperior to it. 
When Governments declared for Chri- 
ſtianity, the ſame Perſons continued to 
officiate; and the ſame Orders of Men 
remained among them as before. In the 
Exerciſe of their Functions, they were 
confined to particular Diſtricts; but the 
Perſons who were to exerciſe them were 
appointed (or ordained) by one another, 
as before. This, as 1 ald before, vs p 
not neceflary, nor commanded in Serip- 
ture; but might be thought convenient: 
nor was it caſy to foreſee all the Conſe. 
quences, which have fince proved ſo in- 
convenient to the State. It was a Mark 
of Diſtinction, which afforded them an 
opportunity of ſetting themſelves up as 
Body of Men of a different Species from 
other Chriſtians, and of aſſuming an 
Authority and Juriſdiction over them. 
As Minifters had been ſo appointed from 
the Times of the Apoſtles, it was more 


| * 
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| eaſy to perſuade the World, that they 
muſt always be ſo appointed, and could 
not be otherwiſe;, That the Perſons ſo 
appointed, and no. other (even though 
elected by their Congregation, or nomi- 
nated by the State) had a richt to exer- 
ciſe thoſe Functions. That it was a Di- 
f vine Right, which they alone derived to 
themſelves. in Sueceſſion from CMR ISH and 
his Diſciples ; and which they alone could 
tranſmit in Succeſſion to Men of the 
ſame Order, That fuck Orders of Men 
had a Divine, Right to Power, and were 
eſſentially neceſſar to the very Being of a 
Chyxch : and that one Link hecke in the 
Chain of. their Succeſſion might endan- 
ger the, future State of Mankind. Thus 
they eſtabliſned themſelves into a Corpo- 
ration, diſtioguiſhed from the. reſt; of their 
Fellow Subjects, by the moſt. extenſive 
and excluſive, Powers and Juriſdictions: 
yet it ĩs difficult to. produce Paſſages from 


Haran amounting to a Grant of a per- 
petual, 


4 
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petuah, perſonal, ſucceſſive, and cit 
five Charter. x 10 Nd A 
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ade, eh h ae en - | 


the, magnificent Titles of -Ambaſladors 
of, CHRIS and Succeſſors of the Apo- 
dbotity, and Reſpes, — to choſe 
* | —_— 
ter was indelible, and: their Power was 
inſeparable from it. Their Perſons fa- 
cred and inviolable: not amenable to civil 
Courts, WS rs HAN by A 
lienable 3 and; held by: «Divine Tan 
for being holy themſelyes, every thing 
they laid Hands on become ſu. When 


they appointed others to the Miniſtry by 
Impoſition of Hands, they talked ef t 


een e 
GOD 
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Goh was not his immediate Gift, but 
was capable of a material Conveyance to 
the Soul; and that they were the Phy- 
fical Inſtruments and ſole Canals by which 
it could paſs to Perſons ordained, and 
from them to the reſt of Mankind: and 
as the bare Ceremony of Ordination 
gave a Man a reſpectable Character, which 
i to be * only by an n 
Life. 

A Succeſſes, of che Apoſtles, Itdey 
eee eee their 
ings; but in Power and Authority, which 
the Apaſtles themſelves never claimed. 
The Apoſtles had a Power of caſting 
out Devils, and of working other Mirae 
cles. This Power was Perſonal; but 
yet it bath» been oſten claimed by theſe 
pretended Succeſſors, to ſtrike Mankind 
with Awe and Veneration. In dark and 
ignorant Ages they impoſed numberleſs 
Fotgeries upon them; which. being diſ- 
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covered in more enlightened Times, have 
not only brought the Contrivers to Shame 
and Contempt; but matle Men doubt of 
the Truth of © Chriſtianity | itſelf; when 
they found ſuch W 
pere Wa 211 491 VV! IL 713% 

The Apoſtles did Bot defite-to de, G. 
ſtingutſhed from the other Followers o 
their Maſter claimed no peculiar Pri- 
vileges, or any Superiority over them; ; 
humbling, not exalting themſelves ; and 
complying with others, not exacting O—-— 
bedience ftom them. They pretended 
to no Sacredneſs of Perſon; or that the 
Divine Grace ſhould be conveyed from 
them in Suereſſion by a particular Set 
of Men exclafive of other Chriſtians; 


and if ſuch Sueceſſion ſhould be inter- 


rupted, many Acts could not be per- 
formed that are neceſſary to Salvation. 
Theſe were the Pretences of more modern 
Divines; to re e 
in 1 0 
M3 5 O 7 "3 Neither 
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Neither the Ader their Maſter 
left Directions in what manner the 
Church was 2 ever to be goxerned: | 
much lefs did they, fa, that Epiſcopacy, 
Preſhytery, or or any other Form, ., was., of 
Divine Right. They left the particular 
Form of the Government of 
to the Society or State to which it be- 
longed: no more requiring a Uniformity 
in that, than in the civil Government of 
States. As Civil Governments all: differ 
according to Time, Place, and Occaſion.; 
ſo muſt Eccleſiaſtical: and as the fiſt 
agree in; ſome fundamental. Principles; 
ſo muſt. the laſt: the chief of which. is, 
that CRS was a Prophet ſent by Goo 
to inſtruct Mankind; and that he died 
andi roſe again to ann 
Doctrine cee 
The Apoſtles 8 no worldly Poſ- 
ſeſñons, much leſs a Divine Right to 
Tythes. Tbey claimed no worldly Pow-' 
er, . leſs a Right to diſpoſe of King- 
0 doms. 


£ 
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for Saints, or by e e 
1 


Pn and " Iadulgences: Could they 
have imagined, that their pretended Suc- 
ceflors would blaſphemouſſy apply thele 
blaſphemous Claims to ſanctify ſome for 
promoting, and to curſe others for op- 
poſing their Deſigns? That from being 
the Miniſters of Gon" 's Ward. they Thould 
| claim to: be the, Sole. Interpigters' of it, 
and make. it peak th their own Lariguage 16 
gain ' Obedience to themſelves ; > Or that 


from heing 8 Miniſters of bis Sa crarnients, 
they. ould 


take poſſeſſion of the Gates 
of Heaven and of Hell, by perſuading 
Men that the receiving them from, t eir 
Hangy. Was neceffary 1 to Salvation; and 
by giving oy r. refuling them to what ig. 
ſons they pad? Excommunicatibn 


e carried, a f Terror that few could | 
O02 oo. 


* © 
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withſtand, looking on it as a certain Ear- 
neſt and Prelude of Damnation: and it 
was the moſt powerful Engine in the 
Hands of the Clergy to bring about all 
their Purpoſes ; by this they were able 
to triumph over Rivals, to deſtroy Here- 


tics, and dethrone Princes. Are we to 
lament, that it has now loſt its Force? 

The Apoſtles did all in their Power 
9 known the Will of their Ma- 


ſter: they taught all Nations ; and preach- 

ed and publiſhed. the Goſpel to every 
| Creature. Their Their pretended Succeſſors have 
endeavoured to keep it to themſelves ; to 
conceal it in a Language unknown; and 
deliver out to the Vulgar ſuch Parts only 
as they judge proper, in their oven Senſe 


and Interpretition. e 
WY known, or is it probable, that-the 
Apoſtcs ever compoſed a Creed, although 
there is one, which goes under their 
Name? They certainly did not compoſe it 


in, the preciſe Terms in which we now 
| _ have 
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bave it. Or if thoſe inſpired Perſons did, - 
compoſe it, is it not ſufficient ? Or ſhall 
any Mortal - preſume to compoſe, and 
(what is ſtill more) to impoſe another 
after it? Vet their pretended Succeſſors 
have compoſed many: and the more 
they have compoſed, the more they have 
confounded and divided Mankind. Were 
they to publiſh many more, they might 
make moſt Points of Chriſtianity incre- 
dible. A Man ſcarce deſerves the Namę 
of a Chriſtian, that could entirely believe | 
all thoſe already extant. 

- The Apoſtles were contented 1 the 
Scriptures in the Form and Words, in 
which they received them from their 
Maſter and the Holy Spirit: they at- 
tempted not to impoſe their own Opini- 
ons on the World; much leſs to eſtabliſh 


them as Articles of Faith. Their pre- 


tended Succeſſors have been of a more 


dictating and dogmatical Spirit. They 
have called themſelves the Church, and 
0 * under 
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under-that Title claimed a Right to de- 
tetmine every Doctrine. Some things 
they have decided, which OuRLsT never 
taught; ſome Which he left undecided 
and free to every Man's Opinion; ſome 
impoſſible to be known; ſome too frivo- 
lous or even ridiculous to be examined; 
and ſome not things in Nature but on- 
Iy their on Chimeras. To theſe Deci- 
ſions they have requited an implicit 
Faith, and a Submiſſion without Re- 
ſerve; inſiſting that others ſhould de- 
clare an unfeigned Aﬀent to them, or 
openly ſubſcribe them: endeavouring to 
 tercify | ſuch as refuſed with opprobri- 
ous Names, Curſes, and Excommuni- 
cations ; and (what is worſe) purſuing 
them with Baniſhment, Fine, Impri- 
ſonment, Fire and Faggot; and acting 
as Subſtitutes of ran in torturing Man- 
kind. 
Thoſe Things which CR RIS T leſt 
myſterious, his Apoſtles attèmpted not 
| "__ 8 
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to explain, patiently waiting for a more 
full Revelation of them. in @ future State. 
Their pretended Succeſſors, more Poſitive 
and preſumptuous, have magiſterially ex- 
plained them all. The Divine Efnce is 
incomprehenſible. to weak and mortal 
Man: yet they have undertaken to de- 
monſtrate, how the three Perſons, of. the 
Trinity exiſt in it; and haye wrangled, 
and in turns have. perſecuted, each other 
for many Centuries about it. Witneſs 
*SABELLIUS, who denied the Exiſtence of 
the Son and Hor y Gros, aſſerting them 
to be only Qualities of the Godhead : and 
MAceponivs, who denied the Divini- 
ty of the Holy GO only. Witneſs 
Axlus, who denied the Eternity of the 
Sox; and Socixus, who denied his Di- 
vinity. The ſame may be ſaid of theit 


endeavouring 'o explain the Manner of 


„ Vid. Bowzn's Hiſt. of the Popes, Vol. I. p. 75+ 
> Ibid. p. 17 
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"CunrsT's Union to the Godhead. / Nr. 
STOR1US and his Followers maintaining 
two Perſons and two Natures in Cux 18; 
and · EvTyYcnes and his only one” Per- 


ſon and one Nature, They murdered 
each other in Defence of theſe Opinions: 
and the Followers of ArnAx A1 us, en- 
deavouring to ſet them right, have damn- 
ed all Mankind, who do not come into 
theirs. Some have doubted whether our 
Saviour had a human Soul; and others 
whether he had a Body. And others 
have diſputed where his Soul was between 
ts Death and Reſurrection; and where 
Bis Body is ſince his Aſcenſion. Vain 
Enquiries, and of no Importance! 
Thoſe pretended Succeſſors of the A- 
poſtles, not content with explaining My- 
_ fteries, have made Myſteries of Things 
very plain. The Sacraments, the Con- 
ditions of Gov! s Grace, * e 


4 bid. from p. 186, * 
Vol. II. from p. 30. to 64.— Vid. Pp. ” 4 339. 
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as the phyſical Means of conveying it; 
and that they could be effectually admi- 
niſter d only by themſelves; and not even 
by themſelves if not orthodox. Many 1285 
have been ſo abſurd, as to make Meta- 
phor a Reality; and to maintain, that 
when CnR 18 T called Bread his Body, he 
turned it into Fleſh: as every Roman 
Catholic Prieſt has done ſince: ſo that 
when the conſecrated Wafer is taken in- 
to the Mouth, if their Interpretation be 
true, the Congregation are Canibals. 
How many Conceits have they entet- 
tained concerning the State of Man, both 
at his Creation, and aſter his Death! The 
Account which Moses gives of his Crea- 
tion, and adapted to vulgar Capacities, and 
the allegorical Account which he gives of 
His Fall, they have taken in a literal Senſe ; 
which hath led them into a Labyrinth of 
ridiculous Abſurdities: which I before 
hinted, and which have been ſufficiently 
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bn 4 let us hear how they have diſpoſed 
of him upon his Exit. His Soul is no 


have ſent it to Hades, ſome to Purgato- 
ry and ſome made it ſleep till the Reſur- 
rection. At the Reſurrection, they have 
given him the ſame individual Particles, 
which compoſed his Body before, (as if 

neceſſary to his Identity) without ſaying 
in what Period of his Life: and have had 
ſio groſs an Imagination as to think, that 
the ſame Body is to paſs with him to 
Heaven; which we are told Fleſh and 
Blood cannot inherit. After the Reſur- 
rection ſome have given a Reign of a 
: thouſand Years on Earth to che Righte- 
dus; and others,” more kind, ſent them 
"dire on Heaven,” Vain Speculations 1 


1 


| wa WEN - rar ePern Pllofophice, Lib 2. 
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Is it not ſufficient for Man ti know, that 
he will be miſerable, if bad; and hap- 
py beyond Expreſſion, if righteous. The 
particular Deſcription of a Country can- 
not be had, from which 20 Truueller . 
| Yet theſe Men have ruſhed boldly in- 
to Heaven and Hell; and, like Poets, 
| deſcribed the Torments of the one, and 
Joys of the other; tho' the Scriptures 
ſay, theſe laſt are ſuch, as neither ye 
hath ſeen, nor Ear heard, neither hath 
it entered itito the Heart of Man to con- 
ceive. They have been pleaſed even to 
fix the Scene, and tell you where Hell 
is; tho ey do not all agree in what 
Latitude it lies. Some ' imagining you 
muſt deſcend to it, and that it is a Dark, 
Covered Place, are pleaſed to fix it near 
the Center of our Globe; which is the 
loweſt Place, in the Conception of us poor 
Mortals, who creep on the Surface of it. 
Others conceiving it to be a very hot 

ä Place, 


"A 
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Place, have been pleaſed to fix it in the 
Sun, where poor Souls will be burnt: 


; and others in a Comet, where they will 
be ſeverely ſcorched as they paſs by the 


Sun. It is more difficult for them to find 
out the Heaven, to which we are to al 


ſcend: for, as in our Notion we aſcend, 


when we remove from any Part of our 
Globe, our Globe being the Standard or 


Point from which we ſet out on our Jour- 


ney, the Roads may branch out from 


thence to any Part of the Univerſe. 
Not fatisfied with deſcribing Hell, and 
.the Torments of the Damned, they have 


entered into the Counſels of the Almigh- 


p; and blaſphemouſly aſſumed to them- 


ſelves a Right of judging of the Juſtice of 


his Determinations. Gov, ſay they, fore- 
ſaw all Mens Actions, and that ſome 
would fin : they therefore can ſcarce re- 
concile it to his Mercy, if from Eternity 


he deſtined ſome to be Veſſels of his 


Wrath; or even gave tber a Capacity 
of 


Rzttoro' PrtrLovopht; © 20 
of lining, foreſeeing they would fin; tho” 
he gave them a Will free to determine 
their Actions, and a Power to act acœord- 
ing to that Determination. If Gop, ſay 
they, is not the Cauſe of Sin in Man, he 
placed him amidſt Temptations, which ' 
are the Occaſion of it: and therefore” 
they think the Scripture not well under- 
ſtood, when it mentions everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment ; too great, they think, to be 
inflicted by a merciful and juſt Gon, on 
a Creature whom he made ſo frail, and 
for Crimes committed in a momentary 
Life. N like the evra ho in our n 


. - - , ö 
- : £$ us 


| Wl 7:04:18 "They reſo big” 

Of enn Foreknowledge, Will and Fats 
Fixt Fate, Free Will, Foreknowledge abſolute, , 
B W NE. 4 
* e all, and falſe Philoſophy *. 
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It was not given to Man to know 
theſe things in this Life ; and Take 8 
he ſhould not diſquiet himſeif in | 
about them. Shall an Animal of 15 | 
limited an | Underſtanding, creeping on 
the Surface of this litt e Globe, having 
only a fe- Objects within the Reach of 
his Senſes, little acquainted with their 
Nature, and as little with the Connection 
and Dependence o one Being on another, 
ſeto himſelf” up as Dictator of the Uni- 
verſe? He cannot know the Schemes of 
made Man, ande no he himſelf. He 
created him for his Pleaſure, and at his 
Pleaſure he will diſpoſe of him. He 
alone knows through what new Scenes 
he*muſt" paſs; and he will conduct him 
clirough' chem to anſwer the Ends of his 
Providence. Let Man refigh himſelf-in' 
full Confident dn" that Sovereign Being, 


Who is Juſt and mereitul- to all his Crea- 
2 ' - -— ures; 


.. 
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A. end. daily fh, e 
te but thine be done.. . lte 


But tho! theſe Points, cannot be known 
yet they are important: and therefore 


Diſputes about them, tho? vain, are nat. 


ſo ridiculous, as thoſe, which, haye been 
raiſed by the Clergy about meer Ceremoy. 
nies, and Trifles of their own Invention. 
Ihaye mentioned ſome congerning Tizaxs: 
and Places and Forms of Warſhip, and 
of adminiſtring the Sacraments; co 
cerning Ordination, different Orders ot 
vernment, and Oenſures. Who can fer- 


bear laughing to hear of Niſputes about; - 


a Cloak or a Surplice; about placing. a 


Table or a Pulpit; about ſitting or nel. 


ing; about turning to the Eaſt or Weſt 
bowing or other Gellures . fading or. 
feaſting; eating Fiſh or Fleſh; in, Let, 
or out of it; and thoſe numberleſs Rites, 
which Papiſts retain? many of which: 
the Proteſtants rejected by Authority at 

| the 


4 | 


Awo tat vd 


= 


* oe; ad 9 2 —-— 
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| 268 Reels f e Rain" 
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Knayeryy Fotze, and Iq 
the Pride, Avarice, apd np. 
Tyranny, . Perſecution... and Cludhy, e 
and. the gre: teſt Ae 2 
to Chriftianity 1" If chere ae many Mar- 
un, whoſe Mempry, js cher to be bo- 


noured; there are more Monſters, .whoſe 


Memory is ever to be deteſted : who 
have. perverted the beſt things into the 


o | | worſt; 


| RbLt610/Phrtoobbht: 
worſt; and'under the Name of CRI rs 
Religion have mee, en _ 
chriſt. Noe dio * 


garded in this: Ibad © and may they ne- 
voy tetiam again to diſturb the Quiet"of 
it! The bet way to prevent it is for dhe 
Clergy not to endeavour to impoſe their 
own Authority on Mankind; but to leave 
the Gafpel (as i is and ought to be) the 
ſole Sundard of Faith and Practice: to 


deliver it without Myſtery to the Igno- 


rant]; and te eiicourage and invite all, 


of it by their own Reaſon. Nothing can 
be more ſor the Advantage of Chriſtiani- 
ty: nothing cam be mort for their o- -n 


will abways (and deſervedly) be reſpect- * 
able, when they ſerve the Ends of their 


Profeflioh ; and "always contemptible, 


when they would __ their — 


ſerye"othier Ends. * ovong De 
. Y 


3.4 


Sa Diſputes SRO W 


re Prizogenyt; 
-' Boeatcile Scriptuse ta-Reaſon: that is 
the mus Way to ſuppott its Credit and Au: 
thority. It is not ſufficient to ſay it, lsithe 
Wont df God: that does: nat prove it. 
Qrite fy, that the Books in which it is 
contained, - are” canonical ; for whatever 
Numbers pronounce them {6,.thair7Opis 
Gan; or igonvince; others; that they are 
ſo. It is net ſufficient tei ay, n were 
found in ſuch a Place. 9s with ſurhla 
Nation, or were delivered: by + Parſing 
inſpired: What Place Nation; or Ner- 
ſon; ean claim ſuch a peguliar Privilege 
If they de, the Txuch of, ſuch! a; Claim 
muſt he- ſubmited to the n 
| and Determinatien ef Rraſon. . 
4 What Prooſs ate them to aide a 
_  think{the- Old Taament the Ward f 
Gad? 4 n , 2346 FP Ye 
Tha Historical Part of K. n e 
itte be: nat: che Ward of. Gon . 
if . does not t prove it ws Dis og a 
14. q* true 


; 1 2 if. an 
moe Hiſtory: ay be\ deliyered without, 
Divine „Inſplration. It is 4 Hiſtory, that 
gives” e of: NES 


their Indracting. "10 day * Tomi ef ts; 
The Facts rplaredore-of great Import- 
mee io Mithin, These ſborr - Abſtact 
of the Hiſtory: before wy 016 
tains 4 genera} Account of what igmoft; | 
intereſtigg in that, Perigdl.© An Arc 
of the Creation of ch fiaſt Min and Wo" . 
man: 4 Fact which anuſt have adeefirilyr 
exiſted at ſome Tims; and Place” Andi: 
why may we not believe thetn to haves... 
been the Perſons whom Musns deſtcrighes 
herr to confirm it, he brings down? their 
Genealogy to No RH) The allegertral 
In 'of the Miner of theit'Foroia-" 


C13 ES g tion, 
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tion of their happy Situation, of their 
yielding to the Temptation of Vice, of 
their Miſery. after it, of Gov!s ſweeping | 
one wicked Race of their Deſcendants 
from the Face of our Globe, and reple- 
niſſuing it from a righteous Family, are 
Events very rational, and therefor very 
credible: eſpecially if we conſider· Mos xs 
(the Author) as a Perſon very worthy of 
Credit, and who, by Tradition, might 
have very good Information. 
concerns che Jews: a People nat ccinſi- 
derable in Power as a Nation; but x- 
tremely ſo, as the only People who! pro- 
feſſed the Worſtup of | the "True. Gop, 
are to . a wue/ Account of dhe Od 
ginal of che preſent Race of Mankind, 
or of Gop's paſt or future Diſpenſations 
concerning them, we may reaſonably ex- 


pect it there or no eu . it 
there, 


£ 1013 2 4 
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there; and no where elſe. And it is come 
down to us authenticated in the beſt Man- 
ner any Hiſtozy can be. The Law of 
Mosxs has always been obſerved: by the 
Jews, who have always acknowledged 
Moses to be the Author of it. What 
Reaſon is there then to doubt it? It was 
always preſerved in their Memoty and 
Tradition, as well as in Writing and * 
when, through the Impiety of ſome of 
their Kings, it was neglected, a Copy was 
retrieved by Josi. They. weren found 
acting under it before the Neſtruction of 
the Aſſyrian Empire, during :the/\yghole 
Perſian and Grecian Empires, and under 
the Roman Governmedt«fill tha; Doſtru- 
mom of Jeruſalem : and tho. Hinte dic 
per ſtil over the whole Earth, they adhere 
40 1% this Day; every wbere bearing ; 
Teitimbay- to thei Truth of the Hiſtory, 
ſtronger chan any vther/Hiſtory ever re- 
* +4#:Pmroravr's Connection, Vol. I. p.266. 

l * a8 
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a5:ar-as. Mozes. carries it, we, haye no 
Realgh to Abel oe The of it af- 
nerwards, every Part of which tands as par- 
ticulatly- recorded, and in à more correct 
Neben, that of molt « other Nations. 
[The only Objedion- t6 the Credir of 
any Part-of it E. dg Ration e meet 
with of ſoms Miracles, which e ld in 
5 Credit.in no other Book. Now 4 the Que- 
ſtion wich me is not Weber he thing 
is poſſible or no; fr all Things, are poſ- 
ſible with Gop; and the Luthor of the 
material World can alter the comma or 
natural Courſe of things i in | it, as be, plea- 
es. The only is, Mien we 
haye Reaſon to conclude and believe that 
be does fo? "And, I think, e can only 
judge of that e Klle viz; he- 
7 ther the Mitacle je IN . 1 ſome 
great and gd End of Pto and if 
© we cannot var 1 re Killen 
dd füfßesd our Ben F. br rather” is be 
bert, "have was told' 'ſeevs Irie End 


27 , LY (YT Hf: 35750 of 


Reuters Parthian, He 


or the Relitbr, ; "Who by itpdli Pollng fich 


$rbries” might l. 2 acquire Honour, | 
Power, of Auths | "bf bo bis 


Nation, Let 122 one judge by this 
Eberts; ae Aertrmine for Himfelf: 


te 


Hr ekgs Whether that Part of 1 
17 to authebtie as the veſt ; Ad whe- 
thet it bas not been eocrüptel. enen 

a Man, finds a Fact a Sip. | 
fe, Which he takes to be mbrally in- 
bes” VIZ. "Inconfiſtent with Top 8 

E. Mercy, or or Goodneſs ; be bas 


much. more R Reaſon 115 7 "br though ough 


. furs 


11 


there may bg natural, there ke 


Te Miracle 955 gk ma J. direft the 
rſe or | Motion 9 Ng, ap £ 
bel World i in diff 8 
Almighty Power be N exerted and 
demonſtrated i in all; but his Juſtice and 
Goodneſs are immutable, and their Courſe 
can, never be interrupted. And though 
P 4 Man 
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Man cannot alwiys judge” fright of his 
Proceedings” yet he may be aſſured that 
the judge of the whole Earth "I do 
Ws. 66k tink hat be Elitory the 
Old Teftalnett acquifts aby &v-Credit, 
25 to paſt Fats related im it, by belng re- 
ferred to-in'th New E for ben bar S- 
viour or his Apoſtles refer · bo une Pam of 
tt, fiich' Reference ccantiot e 
Facts: they tefer to it 48 known · Re- 
cord only, whether the. Story recorded 
de true or falſe, Fictibn or Reality + as I 
am as well underſtood; when I mention 
ilie Engagement of the Frogs and Mice, 
Pigmies and Cränes as when I mention 
the Battles of Blenheim ot Pharſalia. To 
give one Inſtance among many: when 
St: Janes” fays, Von haye heatd- of 
% Jon's Paticnks' „he dots not aſſert, 
that there Was or was not ſuch a Perſon 
as JoB'F but refers to the Character of a 
e and patient Man, / fittely - de- 
| benden 


ReLigio PriLoopys 217 
ſcribed jn, the. 919: Teſtament, 40d gepe- 
rah Eng. a4, which e in- 
ee 1 e 605. 
tous. 101 v $04 149 rs 
2 were ieren ken Adr [Hiſtory 
F the Ald, Taſtampot, which. is very or 
; 8 ang:that is Pro- 
phesy,,.99.4he.;Hiſtory of I: Events before 

they; happen. 2 If cheſe All out in diſtant 
Pęrzeds- ef Times, 25 fargtgld.; ſuch Fro- 
phecy (or anticipated Hiſtory), needs no 
ther Proof of its Truths... or indeed of 


ſoxsſe any Series gf Events at fuch, a Di- 

nge of Time., e. Andixchen ſuch, Eyents 

_ foretgld in, the. Old Teſtament . e 
ferred;,49.by the New, ot, applied to it, 
il, they, are. juſtly ggferred to, and applied, 

both, cheſs, Books/receive, the, ee 

pro Uluſtration and Credit. Ac 

me Put to dell m0, langer on the. H 

cal Parts gf Scripture ; let us 0 the 

hee (both / Old and New Teſtament) 

n EE | as 


is diyine, Hrigingl 8, for Gap alone could 


B48 rer Phftobbir, 
is reitet and moral Lefh to Man- 
Kind.” Where is mere, Er ever Was 
thefe, 1 Book cän fart toi + If we 
can ſcarce forbear thinkirg V1z61it, Ho- 
Ae, Crérke, WE oth Frelthen Wri- 
ters inlplted,” who, näteh kind "the 
idotatrons” Fickibns f their 
logy, have deffperecd fath/Kiblirtie'Seriti- 
ments and Precept; what thalf WE Hy 
to 4 Book, 1 
Which thiöughôut the whole Tenor 
points out to. Mam ene 'obly Göp, An 
Exernal and ihfrte 8 m, e Erklär of 
the Univerſe, Ornhipreſent, Onititcient, 
Omnipotent, ib, just, Merciful and 
Good ; who placed Man on this Globe, 
to contetrplare” bim and Nis Works, to 
adore bim, and to endeavour tb akifate 
his PerfeRions'; opboniifing) Rewards in a 
future State t6"thoſe chat d (5 =and"to 
| 5 in he Duty Ms beer "the 


abet Men, to ick wem a Leſſdn of 
Love, 


Pre dere fer forch 
7. Hentimertg more noble, 
28 pets fublime, chan c can be 
mot wich. in any other Writings. Hart 
we. not therefore Real to call it the 
Word ef Bon? that is, that: the genti⸗ 


ments and Precepts contained i in it, were 
tuggeſted by Gon w the Minds: of thoſe 
ho pabliſhed chem to the World. Take 
it altogether, it is Divine And if CA 
vils and Objections have been ralſetl to 
particalaFÞ Parts; they e are not 8 
nuine, or not underſtood,” . | 
But we” are” not immediately 1 con- 
aud that che Scriptures are not genuine, 
if we do not underſfand them: There 
are many Obſtacles in our Way to the 
night Underſtanding of many Paſſages, 
nexer to be ſurmounted. No Writ- 
ings" are exempt from Errata 7 which. 


in 


A 
22 


er Rex16a0; Eater; 

in, ancient ones: gre difficult to diſcover 
ant ootrect: and in. Scripture, what wile 
Man will attemps t nprrecte them? No 
Tranſlations come up td the: Spirit of the 
Original; and an many. Harte. cannot be 
adapted to they preciſe, Synſowt t: and 
how few. can read. the Scriptures/.in the 
Original, compared. to the Generality of 
Mankind, who- muſt truſt. (o Tranſla- 
tions? Difference of Style,, Nhraſe, and 
Idiom, of Laws, Manners, and Cuſtoms, 
in Countries and Ages diſtant; from our 
own, ;neceflarily- introduce great, Obſcu- 
rity ; and are the Cauſe why many. Parts 
af Scripture are not , now underſtood, 
which might. be clear at the Time and 
Place they were writ. A modern Reader, 
who is rational and impartial, will make 
great Allowances on theſe Accounts: and 
it is to be hoped, he will make a ſmall 
Allowance ſor the Weakneſs of his own 
Waderſtanding, the common Lot of Mor- 


ain If after * Reflection, he is not 
ty 41 | 9 


RHD Em Aa 
E 
is to ei rem | 

"ing; one peel Fart, Of: Scripture; art a 
_ Erook of thexall Succeſi of their: Latiouts 
to ſettie che, Opinions of he Worlds And: 
1 tans —— 
ny of them have ſucceeded no better. 
Angient Dixines have oſben- filled I fh 
eee eee eee. 
— with! Fm — 
and Axpeience. Modern Divines bave: 
- aftth failed from adopting the Errors of: 
the-Antient. | Modern Philoſaphersioften; 
fail from la Conceit of >their own Know- 
ledge; being wo apt. ue conclude: things 
to be impoſlible,qthar fall not wikin the 
narrow Compaſs of their OQhſervatiom and 
Experimente; when dn more mature 

Reflect they wonold»-appear moſt a- 
greeable to Reaſon and ; Nature. dome 
fail n a to er 


ili * der, . 


— Hy order to preſerie; Whey! | 
thinks an Urnför fit of MIZ 

ſtalkem Net white this Ra fer 
Parade NIE TIN A Deiters 
WITHIN OHNE PN EB Ss = 
rio {RET LAT br Rt 
Or G r Un eh Wi 
either ot u er engen ab all art 64 
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who 0 formed Bun, — 
Dilixenco, «f Open en 40 Se 

4 jr ai 1 b ni Hias. 

: his ain Amerapt u dir uf making; 


rity; or from Fear enen a., 

Religion muſt ariſe from-an'invvardCotih4 ( 
bo no 

e me there can ag ag 
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without Examihation, and We the 

1 Nesſons for and againſt it. 11956139 
iss — of Heciag Men 


ets Hanis making it geri 
| Man. to: follow their Opinions 
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frivajous5*#hd taking great Pains to make 
themſelves ridieulous. Which muſt al- 


wüysd be chen Cie, when Man's Judg- 
ment, õ Wich his Intereſts, Paſſions, 
e erte Standard'of 
1 id the Barkans'o 
examine che Scriptures ; © which require, 
that every one ſhould be ready to gire 
a Reaſon for the Hope that is in him. 
And it is vain to think of eſtabliſhing 
the Authority of Scripture, without leav- 
ing Men at liberty to examine and conſi- 
der the external and internal Evidence of 
the Truth of it. A Man cannot believe 
it to be true without ſome Reaſom for his 
Belief: and it is not a good Reifen, be- 
cauſe another either does, or ſays he bo- 
lieves it. Nor can he believe ah Fug vf 

it, that he thinks replignaht to Re, 
which is the only Role by Whith he eam 
judge f K: and he i fate wat Whiliever | 


Aa to rigfit Reaſon, "GulT'Hot = 
I #4 be 


dr Reizes, Fee. 
1 
e . 


phy 70 ihe; Grounds of Religion 3 
45 e more eager after ſuch En- 


1 very imprudent; it 2 
| 222 1 11 þ and the. Clergy ; & for M 

22 i ” 8 Cane that i 18 gt . 
1 8 me | T0 as well . 45 the 


51 
jocates, for it. Hit is true, why are 


1 1 hs inging it co the Teſt? If 
; lle, Why wo they impoſe it? If 
Tl 35 U 
1 l, why a are they angry. with 
that do tt? „Truch will bear the 
| th more it Is expoſed . to it, 
W wil | appear. | It is certain, 
ws noth 1 8 more Prejudice 
fi Jani 18 the trying to deter 
e 1 e ad 


1 i | *pprobe * | by 1 10 -| 
fn! others | on: and hy 271 
larming them with the Danger of if 


A Ws Was, 5 Crime to. 


N \ employ 


* 
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employ that nobleſt Talent, with e 


Go hath, e the er, and. 21 e 
* * fo MH Gn ad vil 
Yo 1 — 5 ph 


* 9 


5 ; oo. Ex- 


1.7 


* 


5 2 ſupport. it 55 — — 
no 4 os cient Ooi ion, ot 

895 1 85 Nen hn 1 
were 5 Tredulous, or de deſign ae 


Nor 22(1 any hunian Authority, th ” Nongh 

| | 
dip LIC . of P ey, E, 
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Reaſon for the Defence of Chriftianity ; 
and begin by convincing Men, inſtead 
of ſcattering Terrors, which no wiſe Man 
Will regard. It was monſtrous to believe, 
of to endeavour to perſuade, others, that 
any one would de damned for a Miſtake 
in Judgment or Opinion. What an un- 
worthy Notion muſt he have of the Deity 
who holds fuch a Tenet! Inſtead of con- 
demning his Neighbour for no Crime, he 
ſhould . eo Gop for his own 
a 8 n l | 
I have now Jelivergd "hs Sen 
timents/on: the Subject. of. Chriſtianity ; 
and with unuſual Frecdom. And I thank 
Gov] that I line a uu Agr and Country 
in which that Fretdum qs lot reſtrained. 
No Raligian can iſtund uthãt i hath not 
Reafon! and Nature ſoneitł Foundation: 
nor can there began Certaintyʒii that it is 
D unded, withödt a ffbe Examination, 
and na fret Noclacatitm of every: Man's 
N on which 
( he 
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he grounds it: for ſuch Diſcuſſions are 
the only ready way to the Truth. Con- 
cealment, Stratagem; Force, or utho- 
rity, can never ſupport any Religion. 
Chriſtianity needs no ſuch; Defence? It 
is much better defended-- by; ſhewing; it 
is agręeable to Reaſon and Phi | 
which Fu my. Deſign in writing this 
i Treatiſe. by) 14T 7 ., 1p blor. ofve 

Before 1 hs I would' willingly 
obviate any Miſconſtruction of. What 1 
have ſaid relating to the falſe Pretenfions 
and Uſurpations of the Clergy4" that. 1 
may not be thought to point Neffsctions 
where I never intended chem. {Frets 
all I have ſaid on that Topic td paſt Tirges, 
and not. to the preſent ; to Times'gf 8 
norance and Superſtition, and not to. ad 
Age ſo enlightened as this. 1 fincerely 
honour the preſent Clergy 0 this l 
They are a Hody of Men bighly reſpect- 

able: many of them very eminent 
fung; very ſew ſcandalous in . 
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Fink, that they are extremely different 
from ſuch of their Predeceſſors, as I have 
dbfihibed +" that” ſenſible of their Errors 
eey” Will avoid them: and that having 
more enlarged Notions, as well as more 


. and Charity, they will be the 


Inſtruments of God, to ſet Revela- 
rivn ina fair and clear Light, and to re- 
commend Chriſtianity to the Underſtand- 


vs g and Affection, to the Head and Heart 


Mankind. ” There is no thinking Fer- 
who can doubt of the W 2 py ® 


That there is fuch 4 Por 
1 75 


f ure cries ' aloud through 270 & 
2 lays the moſt ingenious; ind be 
r rhe raf W 4 And ng Men; . 
7 other without | Þelicy VIDE, = 


15 5 wo 
2h re are 2 withou 
"For 


i. ON 
There ors the Ai M ' 


=. 1 1 9 5 ignorant; 5 . 
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to be pitied only, never to be dreade& 
There are a much greater numbet of 
Men, who believe the Being of a Gon 
but who doubt of the Truth of Revela- 
tion: diſtinguiſhed of late by the name 
of Deiſts. Theſe Men (if fincerely:re« 
ligious). would ſoon be Converts to Chri- 
ſtianity, could they ſee it in its genuine 
Principles, ſtripped of the worldly Dif- 
guiſe in which it has been dreſſed ſince 
its firſt Connection with the State: and 
would admire the Luſtre of the Gem, 
were it cleanſed from the Stains and 
Spots, which have | fo long ſullied and 
diſgraced: it. This ought to be he tile, 


Nen ex 


dy and a of the Nog rey: they 
0 difabule 2 Manki 10 ex 2 


| bein uk e i that Lab yri vai 
88 5 TR Tha they have. bk 
by the © mib 6 or |; Wickedack of © the” 
fortict Gude. And it is with fincere. 

Pleaſufe 1 Whole hh ; he e = 

bating all Points With 
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_ their Opinions tothe World: appealing 
to Reaſon and-Scrifflgre, not to Autho- 
rity and Fradition : defending their Cauſe 
with: their own Abilities, not calling in 
the Aid of the State: truſting to Argu- 
ment and Conviction, not to Force and 
Perſecution. While they proceed in a 
Manner ſo diſpaſſionate, and treat others 
with Candor and Temper they: will ever. 
gain Proſelytes and Friends. If they 
give up the weak Outworks of ancient 
Error, and retire to the Citadel of the 
Goſpel, (ſtrong by Nature without Art) 
they will render Chriſtianity impregnable. 
Lixz wien MEN, THEY. WILL Bull 
GOD's Hovsz, Taz Cnurcn, vor 
UPON THE SAND, BUT UPON» A Rock. 
THEN LET THE RAIN DESCEND, THE 
Froods con, AND TRR WINS BLOW, 
AND BEAT UPON THAT House, 11 WILL 
vor FALL,; FOR IT Is FOUNDED o A 
Rock; AND/THE GATES of HELL SHALL 


NOT PREVAIL AGAINST IT. 
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